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along the roughest of dirt tracks and 
through busy tunnels - if you can hold 
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We tOfve reading yoLir letters, and 
sometimes we do something about 
them. So keep 'em coming. 


NEWS 

10 

More titbits of CPC info from our news 

gathering tearri. 


COMPETITION 

12 


Domark are offering you the chance to 
win one of three remote controtled 
Ferraris. Just answer three easy 
questions. 


COMBATZONE 16 


For those arcade buffs amongst you 
John Cook provides another round up of 
the latest neon dalights. 



10LMERS 20 


Four more nnini programs for your 
entertainment. 


MICROSCOPE 24 


Phil Craven gets overexcited about a 
package from Brunword. 


H/URYHACKBI 26 


Vyk Olliver is a busy man, so we have s 
slightly roduoed contribution from him 
this month. 


GAMEPLAH 29 


Games this month includes Toobin, 
Pictionary- Moon walker and Hard 
Drivin'. 


FUniRESHOCK 34 


The jewel in the crown of this month's 
gameplan is a sneak preview into what 
wifi be on efferr gamewise, during 1990 
from all the major software houses. 


AUNTIE JOHN 44 


John Kennedy delivers another machine 
code sermon. 



applkahons 

ADVICE 48 


David Dorn is back after a dose of the 
colly wobbles with a sack of your 
enquiries. 


COMMS 60 


Gordon Bates lifts the lid off another 
region of the computer 
communlcartions world. 



NIRVANA 

22 

Kenn Garroch delivers the beef on a 

disc management package. 


MIRRORSOFT 

52 


Chris Knight, ACU's eminent 
replacement for the almost 
irreplaceable Adrian Pumphrey, delves 
into the private world of Mirrorsoft. 
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I'm writing to ask if you, or one of 
your readers, can help me. Some time 
ago, well, a long time ago, to be precise 
November 1985, Amsoft ran a soft¬ 
ware competition. The winner of this 
competition was a Simon Hargreaves 
whose winning entry was called 
“Micro Draft'^ For those who haven't 
got long memories (or the old ACU 
back issues!) “Micro Draft” is a screen 
designer in Mode 2 for drawing circuit 
diagrams. Just recently I have had the 
need to draw a number of diagrams 
and I am up to my knees in bits of 
paperl This seems to be a bit of a waste 
of paper, especially as 1 have a perfec¬ 
tly good computer, and discs take up 
so little space, if anyone can help me 
find the program or its author 1 would 
be very relieved; it may even help to 
preserve a few trees! 

P.S. 464’s with Tasword and a 
DMP2000are OK. 

A. D, Fussey, L1,6A,2PW, 
RAF Sealand, Dees/de, Clwyd 
CH52LS. 


Free offer 

Recently in the March, April and 
May issues of ACU I offered to send 
people my “10-Liners" (I got a very 
good response). 

if anyone is interested, 1 am now' 
offering 100 Mini-Programs. All you 
have to do is send me the following: 

1) A disc (blank both sides) 

2) 50p (copy charge) 

3) A stamped addressed envelope 

The 100 programs consist of games, 

graphic demos, music etc. from vari¬ 
ous magazines (many are “ 10- 
Liners”)- 

David Hail, 12 Stotland Road, 
Stretford, Manchester M32 9HA. 


What discs? 

Last Christinas my brother and 1 got 
an Amslrad 6128 and have only 
bought a few' games since, because 
w'here we’ve been they don't do a lot 
of disc games. I've only been coLecting 
the Amstrad User Mag for a few' 
months. I would be very grateful if you 
could send me a sheet that tells me 
what disc games 1 can get for the 
Amstrad 6128 and where. 

Robert Graham, Fitsea, Basildon. 

ACU: Most fuU-price games for the 
CPC come in both disc and tape 
format, so if you see a game you 
like, your local shop should be 
able to order a disc version for you; 
or you can contact the suppliers 
directly. We intend, in future, to 
make it clear whether a game is 
released on disc or tape or both, 
with prices. 


Frustrated 

December '89's issue of ACU is the 
first one I’ve bought, being new to this 
computing game,. Please tel! me if you 
think it's me, my computer (464) or a 
printing error in your mag, but try as 1 
might 1 cannot get lines 20, 40, 50, 90 
or 100 of A. G. Hall’s 10-liner into my 
computer. Line 20 fills up the char¬ 
acter limit just as you get to tlie last 4 
characters ([OB]) and the same with 
the others. Then, when you run the 
prog leaving these out, it comes up 
syntax error in 10. i was tearing out 
huge clods of hair after spending 1.5 
hours one-finger typing this lot in! 
Then I moved on to the ‘Maths Tutor' 
by M. Finder. Plonking this in only 
took me a mere 15 minutes but im¬ 
agine how 1 felt on running it to see 
syntax error in 10.1 tried again, looked 
again and then beat my fists on the 
kitchen floor, wall, fridge, and cat as it 
passed by, but it still came up syntax 
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error in lOI 

Help! Is it me or what? 

M. J, Burke, Cokhester, Essex. 

ACU: The i;ood news is that you 
probably have not made any mis¬ 
takes. The bad news is that some 
programs (and we do try to screen 
them out) will run on the 6128 but 
not the 464. This is due mainly to 
the extended instruction set of the 
6128. To be on the safe side you 
could check the commands using 
your reference guide to ensure 
that all commands listed are valid 
for your machine. 


Book plea 

In the “Read All About It'’ review in 
your November 89 magazine, you 
have a write-up about “Your First 
Amstrad Programme” by Rodney Zaks 
(£2,08). We have tried all the large 
bookshops in Birmingham and are 
unable to get a copy. Please could you 
let us know where we can get one for 
our daughter. 

M. Spencer, Yardley Wood, 

ACU: Owing to an oversight by 
someone old enough to know bet¬ 
ter there was no details box given 
at the end of our books round up. 
So, to put the matter straight, here 
is the information: The Computer 
Bookshop, 021 706 1250. 


Of course 

I am twelve years of age and have 
recently bought an Amstrad CPC 
6128, 

1 am writing to ask you whether 
there are any Amstrad Computer 
courses which would take place dur¬ 
ing the 1990 summer holidays. I have 
been using computers at school but 
they are BBCs and we don’t do much 
Mlh computer language. 

Tom McKenzie, Gosforth, 
Ne wcas tle-upon-Tyne. 

ACU: As far as I am aware there 
are no courses which deal with the 
use of the CPC, but a good way to 
learn the BASIC language is to 
type in a few 10-liners and mess 
around wuth them. You can find 


out what each command does by 
looking it up in your user guide. 


Pac problem 

With regard to the lO-Liner game 
which you published in vour Decem¬ 
ber edition caUed “PACMAN”, 1 am 
writing to you (following my tele¬ 
phone caD) to amend the program 
which was inputted into my Amstrad 
CPC 6128. When I corrected the mis¬ 
takes, I found to my horror that the 
“Ghosts” all moved except the man. 

I am wondering and am open to 
advice about how to get the program 
working properly. 1 am, however, not 
willing to give out my telephone num¬ 
ber as I am ex-directory, so if the 
person \vho wrote the program can 
help, would he^she write to the ad¬ 
dress given below. Whenever I press 
the or the "? ’ button the program 
automatically collapses and the line 
—^ appears in the “EDIT” mode. I look 
forward to a response. 

Quis Jones, 98SketcyPark Drive, 
Sketty Park Estate, Swansea 
SA28NG. 


Landscaping 

I am writing to confirm that 1 am 
unable to get Fractal Program 2 (m/ 
code loader for file; FRA-A.BIN) to 
run properly. 

My listing has been checked inde¬ 
pendently both as a program and by 
the proofreader numbers. However, 
on running the BAS listing to obtain 
FRA-A.BIN, the computer throws out 
"ERROR in Final C,«UM’'. Rather dis¬ 
heartening after my long, slow typing 
efforts, and I do not know, as a non¬ 
expert, where to look. As I believe you 
do not reply to individual letters I shall 
look forward to the next issue of ACU. 

Keith ones, 

ACU; I know the program works 
because I tested it personally, and 
as the listing is produced from the 
working program with proof codes 
added, your problem mystifies me. 
If any other readers are having 
this problem with the fractals list¬ 
ing, however, they should let us 
know, because if it is not an 
isolated case, we will endeavour 
to solve the problem. Alternat¬ 
ively, some kind soul may like to 


donate a working copy of the list¬ 
ing to Keith to ensure it is the 
listing and not his machine which 
is at fault. 


Hairy who? 

1 am an eleven-year-old boy and I 
have just received my first issue of 
ACU (December issue). 1 enjoyed it 
very much and I thought the best 
thing was Gameplan. The only thing 1 
didn’t understand was the Hairy 
Hacker. What is it all about? Please tell 
me. Another thing is that I can't get 
these Basic programs that you type 
yourself to work. What is the secret? 

Adam Uytman, Pitlochry, Perthshire, 

Scotland. 

ACU; The Hairy Hacker is there to 
help you get the most from your 
games. He prints small programs 
(supplied by readers) and pass¬ 
words which allow you to cheat 
while playing your games. Com¬ 
mon cheats make your characters 
indestructible, and give them an 
infinite number of lives. To use 
these pokes and listings, follow 
the directions supplied with each 
cheat. 


Fanzine 

I am starting a fanzine called Me¬ 
gabyte for all CPC users and would be 
very grateful if you could print my 
address so that anyone wishing to 
purchase a copy can write to me. This 
fanzine will be mainly for games 
players, as it will consist of mostly 
games reviews, but each month will 
also include: a beginners section, a 
hardware review, two serious soft¬ 
ware reviews, a letters page, a page 
dedicated to the latest news in the 
world of the CPC, a company profile, 
an arcade section, a pokes section, a 
questionnaire (in the first issue) and 
more. Altogether there will be twenty- 
eight pages (seven sheets of A3) and 
it will cost BOp plus 20p postage and 
packing. Thanks. 

P.S. If I send you a copy of the first 
issue, will you review it? Megabyte has 
been inspired by your brilliant maga¬ 
zine, of which 1 have every copy since 
February 1988. 

Chris Gibson, 15 St dements Road, 
Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Manchester 

M21IHT. 
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delay line. Skowd* pwlveed by the Hiulc 

VaiiDiiB Bunplcd 1011114* ftre ^ Uadiinc can be mixed vltli a MI 

provided to get you going. synthefitcf'* om •otmdi- 

The liiuic UnrMne can be need ba On ujwen Sound Editor can 

B drum mncliide - elg&i dnun * produce MIDI data from your ov 

aovind* are provlfledh but yon can eompoiltlana, 

euliy produce more oi yotit OVD, W Otber product can offer ao 

Tbe powerful BOf^WOte BUowt you ▼ much in one unit - h'a the total 

to eonpoae tunes fbom indieiduai solutlofin 

om<-y £ 49.99 ic. 
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UNBEATABLE VALUE PACK - THE YAMAHA SHS 10 PM 
MtPI COMPATIBLE 5HOULPEI1 SYNTHESiSERyTHE RAM 
MUSIC MACHINE PLUS FREE MIDI CABLES TO CONNECT 
EVERYTHING TO YOUR COMPUTER SYSTEM 

YAMAHA SHS 10 FM 
SYNTHESISER KEYBOARD 

Sopeibly atyled fnitBr'^ype 
~ keybOBid with Bhoulder strap. 

Top quality brandnamc. 

^ Z.d octave keyboard. 

V 2A buHt-ld InBtruraent and rhytbm 

Y choieeB, 

Cbob FU syntheBin. 


^ A fuh feature MUBic Studio with HIDE 
Editing and aiHpiencer feBturCBr 
See above for detaUa, 


^ Printer dump ntflitlc* COr Epson/ 
Amatcad pdntefB supplied (on 
cafBette). 


Complete LIghtpca and grapbici 
Byftem ktl you create a wfaole 
range of effect* on Berecn, 

It can magnify, ahiink, eoiom* flh 
and eroatc ciretcB, rectangleVn IlneB 
andetoyef, 

nctinDeB ciJi be edited at pixel 
If^l uilng a Bciatcb pad which Ib 
magnified to fiiU Bcreen, 

Plelure storage and retiieTalH and a 
pen callbTwtloii foature- 


Supetbly Btyled guitar-type 
keytmard wUh ahottlder itnp. 
Roquirca S "C hattCtleB or AC/DC 
Bdapter- 


••****'■■■■ 


not only tblB vast disk capacity hut bIbo 
over So new bar comnmndB plus a 
printer bnffer, etc. 

Eaally fltted - fuU inatrufMlona. 


Mow yon caU add B BUpeih top 
quality drive to yonr CPC 
Amfllrad. 

BOOK of data Btor^e on dJakn that 

coat 1e*B than £1.00^ 

No need to flip dlaka. 

dlaka are becoming 
indufliry atandard, 

ComcB cDDOrplOte with power 
supply and eabicBn 

We supply our drive with the 
RODOS operating eystem, giving 


y Using the HFQ/£S6 Speech CUp 
the unit baa an slmoBt Inffnlte 
vocabniary. 

^ Text to spmh aaftware Is provided 
in ROM to mnkc Bpeeofa output 
alrapUcIty itself. 

^ Voldug la tranapareot to the uer 
and the computer can -carry OH 
with other program tanks. 

ONLY £29.99 

4«d or ai 2S fPlena* Btati wiilohl 


TMs easy to use Speech 
Synthesiser InchideB a powerful 
Stereo Amplifier Slid tWO I’od 
8peaher« wMoh me an monnouB 
improvement od the BOtuad 
snppUed by the InJtemal mono 
speaker. 


4S4 owncra must BireAdy have at 
leant one Amstrsd drive. 


Only £119.99 for 

Orivo ond RODOS Including 
PSUyCnblos 


Speech output IB monoclsj but 
directed to both apcskeiv. 
Booster gives atereo to computer 
Intetiuil B&und autput. 




MUSIC MSCHINE 


A TOTAL MIDI MUSIC PACKAGE 


SPEECH SYNTHESISER & 
STEREO SOUND BOOSTER 


800k 3.S 
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MORE 

MEMORY 

POWER 




64K AND 256K MEMORY EXPANSION 


^ Bilmpk plu^ in nuexDDry dxpEjiiloa laibiBt 

Bxtni. memory. 

^ refttum vwftolking loftwHfv for tuy uk try 
tlw pra^rarmiuT Or COr iiA« H ■ dat* AtapagB uvE. 

^ The EDflTBnn ilSO f^tUKS mna extra BASIC 
cdimiUiilllM 

V 641i unJe exiMuida 4e4 to 126K. Ttw tmlt 
your fllZS to a mautva 324Elt 


W e4E iai]t Ivrlags 444 up to CPC mcmary 

cDiLB^nnitfOD maldJlg a mujcli. larger ooftwaTt; tiaao 
arallalile- VIU work atralgtit oH wltli mmnj 
progranu d0»lg]t3«d for tbia imJl (iucludliig OCP 
Alt Sttidfo ' pe« Ad.)L 

^ Ideal for taam with the CPU 2.2 etc. 

W All bank avttqhiiig done autooiaticaUiy by 
atiippUed wftwaro Eoasaotte 464 * -dlok 


THE TOTAL SOLUTION TO YOUR 
MEMORY EXPANSION NEEDS!! 


ONLY £ 49.99 

64K FOR 464 

ONLY £ 99.99 

2S6K FOR 464 OR 
6128 (PLEASE STATE) 



*0*-/OI28 


^ Tbia 1* tbe foateat atqrage mym^vm 
a-nlfablc for the ArDAtrid CPC 
compwterv and fo eompatlhlfi with 
CFM 3.2, CFU+ and aU DB'TtOOfot 
pcftpherala. 

• The 2Q16E SlUconlMakladflalgiied 
to be nflcd in icop|imctJO£i vitb at 
leut one aonnal OUk Drfoe 
attaelied. to the ■yatem. 

^ tThen the aSieK SLUicon Dlak la 
fitted only 3E la iMd fot tbe 
PUkoo Kdak dtractory. leating 
3S4E for atoimge - that'i 70E more 
than a nemai IMafc Ortae. 


y Progiama Oaa be ezctiuig«4 

between SiliecHi Utah and aonnal 
Malt for inorcaacd Opeed. 

^ Softwan la on ROH (nothing to 
load) Ud can be used in twn modem 
- Basic under AHl>OS with umtsul 
LOAD, SAVE CAT MEBCE 
ea mtnan da etc- and. within CPH 2.2 
CPI4+ when commcrolal progmni 
are deslgaed to run on muitl-dilTe 
ayatema. 

ONLY £129.99 

464 Of 6128 (PfeiMO rtatowWeii) 



^ Turn your Amatrad BSonliOt Into m 
full feature TV net with onr TV 
Tuner Syatem. 

^ Latemt chip tecbnology glYea 
cryatal clear receptlDs on all 
chamlela. 

^ HulltdiQ ipeaher- 

^ On/Off Yolmnc contrOla. 

^ Brightaesa and cohmr OOntTOll. 

^ Channel KlKtoT. 

V AlTnettvely atyled to match yoUT 
computcf. 

^ Why not realfoe the full potantlal 
of yonr monitor? 

ONLY €69.99 



^ Now you can turre true Joyoticli 
control fot gacoeo on yow FCW^ 

^ Coonecti to PCW EJ^pMalon Port. 

^ Qukkiliot □ liN* bigger and top 
fire BattOda ptulh Buetlon Cap 


^ gi#perb control for large range of 
gamea [Tomohawh etc.). 


PCW 8256/8512 
JOYSTICK ^ INTERFACE 







HOW TO ORDER ... 


PRTCEB ANB SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT TIME OF PRE^ 
AND SUBJECT TO CHANCE WITHOUT NOTICE 


CALLERS WSlCOKE - Fleaae reafcr?c fOOda by tClCphOine prior to vfait. 


DATEL ELECTRONICS LTD., FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTA-^ 
GOVAN ROAD, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLmii. 


SALES ONLY 
07S2 744707 


TECHNICAL ONT.V 
0782 744324 


BY POST 


Send chci|nc4/Pf>a litadC 
payable to 
"Datel Electconlom" 


FAX 

07»2 744293 


UB ORDERS POST FREE 
EUnOPi; ADD £1 
OVERSEAS ADD 


0793 744707 

24br credit 
Card. Line 


AUS a 
























































Chiis Payne - a happy man. 


Mini Office - 
maxi sales 

Mini Office - the record breaking 
series of smaU business packages from 
Database Software - has achieved 
another milestone in software historj' 
by notching up more than 500,000 
sales and has made marketing man¬ 
ager, Chris Pa>Tie, a very happy man 
indeed. 

Launched in October 1984, the title 
in its various forms has scooped 
numerous industry awards, and be¬ 
came the first business package to 
enter the bestselluig software charts. 

“We knew we had something 
special when w^e developed the first 
Mini Office,” claims Chris, “but even 
the most enthusiastic among us would 
never have predicted sales like this.” 

CPC user Michael Graham of Cum¬ 
bria will become the proud owner of a 
state of the art Sony video recorder to 
mark his purchase of the half millionth 
copy of Mini Office, 



Competition 

winners 

Oh you lucky people! Remote con¬ 
trolled Porsche racing cars are on 
their way to James Ingram of Port 
Erin, Isle of Man and Simon Clarke of 
Ross-on-Wye for their winning entries 
in the Hard Drivin’ competition. 

Twenty super Grand Prix posters 
will also be despatched to the 
runners-up. Keep on piling in the 
great entries and we’ll keep on piling 
on the prizes. 



CD news 

The latest development from Code¬ 
masters brings a fast loading CD ROM 
system direct to your CPC, 

The new system includes the com¬ 
pact disc, the interface cable to con¬ 
nect your CD player to your computer, 
and a disc or cassette containing the 
necessary software to allow the ultra 
high speed loading, 

'rhe Codemasters system gives high 
performance through the laser optical 
signal combined with digital playback 
and unique ultra-line loading. 

The ^sc, containing 30 games, will 
be available in a special boxed set 
along with all the necessary equip¬ 
ment for £19.95. 



Programming 
for the 90s 

Software giant MicroPro se looks set to 
launch into the 90's with a new feather 
in its cap - a UK based in-house 
programming team. 

Tim Walter, Adrian Scotney and 
Malcolm Hellon will form the core of 
the group, with more programmers 
expected later in the year. 

MicroProse publishing director, 
Paul Hibbard, remarked: “The new 
appointments mean that we’ll be able 
to develop games to our specific 
requirements and to continue the 
exacting standards for which Micro- 
Prose is well renowned.” 



Any old fruits? 

The Torquay based Parkview Society 
catering for adults with mental health 
problems has put out a plea for alter¬ 
native fruit machine games. 

The group prorides CPC 464's for 
residents at its three hostels and the 
most popular game to date is the 
evergreen fruit machine. Any old, un¬ 
used or home-produced versions 


would be gratefully accepted by the 
organisation and compensation can 
be arranged. 

.Anybody with ideas or donations 
should contact: 

The Parkrietv Society 
15 Castle Road 
Torquay 
TQl3BK 
Tel: 0803 24378 



Mike Day - Damaik's in-house juggler, 

Domark*5 

gamester 

The latest release from Domark seems 
to be a gamester rather than a game, 

Mike Day, who joined Binary Design 
in 1987, is the man behind the S-bit 
.Amstrad version of Hard Drivin'. But 
w'hen he’s not programming, Mike 
certainly Lkes to make the most of his 
spare time. 

In between juggling, he is about to 
Jump into the Guinness Book of 
Records 1990 with the world record 
for uni-cycling from Lands End to 
John O’Groais in 14 days, 12 hours and 
14 minutes, 

Weil, if it helps with the creation of 
classy software - why not? 
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Bold venture 



Adventure game pundits can look 
forward to some teal masterpieces 
following the signing of a long term 
licensing a^eement between Virgin 
Mastertronic and adventure supre¬ 
mos Magnetic Scrolls. 

Scrolls, founded in 1984 by Anita 
Sinclair and Ken Gordon, is renowned 
for its consistently high quality 
graphics and for pushing the com¬ 
puter to its limits. 

Nick Alexander, Virgin Mastertro- 
nic’s managing director, said of the 
deal: '‘Over the last 18 months we have 
demonstrated our commitment to top 
quality arcade games. We now feel 
ready to do the same with adventure 
games and they don’t come any better 
than those from Magnetic Scrolls.’' 


Emiyn’s a real 
brick 

When is a bat not a bat? When it is a 
half-bat? Well, no, that’s not strictly 
true, because a half bat, as all you 
knowledgeable trivia masters out 
there will know, is a brick. 

nds was the dramatic poser that 
won RajTnond Lee of Ipswich first 
prize in the Audiogenic trivia compe¬ 
tition (ACU June 1989) and a trip to 
London to meet Emlyn Hughes at the 
launch of a new quiz game hosted by 


the old soccer hound himself. 

After signing himself silly at the 
Virgin Games Store in Oxford Street, 
Crazy Horse jumped aboard a sight¬ 
seeing bus bound for Cricklewood, 
laid on by Audiogenic to celebrate the 
game’s launch. 

Based on the popular pub style 
trivia machines, the Emlyn Hughes 



Arcade Quiz also boasts the strategy' 
of traditional board games. 

Hopping from block to block, the 
player will encounter Kickers, 


Blockers, Zappers and Blasters, not 
necessarily in that order, as he picks 
up fruit and money en route to the 
Win Bar, 

It should be great fun when it comes 
out in January - the mock game set up 
by Audiogenic and played by the 
alcohol infused press certainly was. 

As for Raymond, a Crazy Horse 
autographed football and a game copy 
was the reward for his trivial teaser. 
So, when you get your copy, 
remember what a half-bat is, it could 
lead to a longer innings! 

iTie Emlyn Hughes Arcade Quiz will 
cost CPC users £9.95 on cassette and 
£14.95 on disc. 



I COULD FimNa 


SUPH ( VRjm 

P/CTVAf- Of ME AT Tut 
Bottom of His iJjT&R ^ 
I've &OT A fm / YoO 
KNOW KIHAT Tf<l5 MtMS Sim 



^ ticrtoTi 
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I f you thought tlie Por¬ 
sche competition in 
November's ACU was 
pretty hot stuff, try this. 
The release of Hard Drivin’ 
from Domark has given us 
the idea for an even bigger 
bonanza. Domark has 
generously stumped up 
three remote control Per- 
rari's wliich we will give to 
the first three correct 
answers to the questions 
below. 


When did Enzo Fer¬ 


rari die? 


Which two drivers 
drove for Ferrari in the '89 

Gpnd Prix season? 

h 




W'hich is the fastest 


production Ferrari? 

jf'Q^ 




Entries to: 

Testarossa Test, ACU, 
x4vraMte Publications, 
Greencoat House, 
Francis Street, 
London SWIP IDG. 
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Voted “<i 4 irnie of the yeAr/'The worEd^s f4o. 1 
arcade game.^Siiper^smooth scroNing and 
exceHent graphics«««Without doubt this ts a 
first class shoot'em up" A CRASH SMASH 
“Definitely the coin-op of the year*,. 

Huy Operation Wolff it's a brilliant 
con ve rs ion C + VG C AM £ OF T H E MO NTH 


. . .an ^ncr^drble-look ing the Cr-Aphkc! ire ibsolutety 

tupi^rb, with ^prb|^ jfiimjticin ind vF^uaI 

C+VC HlT.-^Pildce hive reilly pul everything Into thl&one 
... f.i'i ill done with ^wch efilhusi-ii^FFi,-^lilll ind style thit I 
found mysell itUiieg lo pliy It igilft ind Ali/lljTRAp 

^CTIOM ^flASTER CAME AWARD. ‘‘Garbiriin II ts padied with 
humqr^uii- iDuchei .. . I^re-jt jnimit^ign . .. the Tiound- 
effects, loo, are top quality. . .hours of enthral Mng play.^ 
ZZAPi 64 COLD WEDAL AWARD 

1^1? pAl&CI -iCFTVkA^E 



k .-j 

F'T’- 















.H 









^the Real Ghosthusteirs offers great two player action, " 
S-T ACTION "Oftat mttsr^r-jpnd I appreciate the opportunity to 
meet nAr.SIkmef In peripri." "arii!l theme lunpanddcce-nt spot 
effects." A^^STKAD ACTION "the creatures ire very well 
defined and animated.. .as near to cartooa grapfiks as 

i you can get on the Spectrum." GA^"i-EB ft.'iACK'ME 
I ■: 1K45 piCTLises rciFiicnoh. a mii\o^ or c*r inc 

iN.iLRlt:^ 1 S-REaERwtD " 13 a 4 -LCltUMB!^PiH:TL. |Ji 5 IWDUSTRIEB l^[C 


"A sure winner with tho officljl tonver^ioft to the 
home computer.'* COMPUTER GAMESVVEE K very 
erijl>)rJblt-aFicl addictive game.. .The best canversion 
I have f€eii on the AmstradZ' AM Si RAD ACiiL>N 
''There rs more thsn enough action in this 
one to keep you comirtg back for more." ACE I 


COMflAODORE 

AMSTRAD'SPECTRUAA 


COMMODORE 

AMSTRADSPECTRUM 


Oce.in SoiUvaw Limited ■ G Central Street ■ Manchester ■ M2 5NS ■ Telephone: 061 832 6633 ■ Telex' 669977 OCEANS G ■ Fax: 061 834 0650 


























Only 

£24^ 


MONEY MANAGER 


iiprti 
•r htHi fcf 


Amstrad CPC 464,664 and 6126 

(dlic only) 


includtng VAT and (Ap. 

Sav« £S 00 RRP Of £29.95 Mhofl you ^ ^ • 

order direct from Connect Software only) OVGf 25,000 SOtd ill UK dlOflG 

Financial management software for personal and/or small business use 

Money Manager provides Individuals, businesses and professional people with a simple yet powerful way of 
managing their financial activities. All transactions can be entered easily and then presented In a wide variety of 
reports, ranging from a detailed listing of expenditure for tax purposes to eummaries showing, for example, how 
much money has been spent over the past twelve months on petrol or eiecbicKy. Reports can also be presented 
in graphical form as pie and bar charts. 

The Money Manager package has over 25,000 users In the UK alone. It is the ideal program for people who find 
that traditional accountancy programs are too complicated, unweildy and tlme^onsuming for their rsguirementa. 


Any numbar of data fllM: Paraonat, BuslrtOM, Account* ote. 
12 month! per fll«, up to 100 ontrfei (traniacttoni) por month 
Move ■ fHe forward ^ a month at a dmo whan roquired 
Alt optloni eolocted from the main menu 
Up to 9 ueer-deSnod accounts: Bank, Cash, Visa, Access etc. 
Up to 50 usor-deflited classes of Income end expenditure 
A reference of up to S charBCters for each entry 
Your own descriptive text of IS characters for each entry 
All the codes are displayed on screen whilst entering dais 
Add, modify and delete existing entries at any Ome 
Quick Insertion of standard entries and standing orders 
Entries can be sorted Into date order sutonutfcally 
Single character *mark' tor even more selective reporting 
Reports showing each entry In a month or for whole year 




Spreadsheet type table ahowing daaa lotale In each month 
Report showing ctsss totals lor each aooount 
Bar charts for up to 4 scooted c ate g o rl e a 
Pfechartsof upto 10 selected 'ello^' 

Report of monthly Ineomei, expenditure and oaah*llow etc. 

Account atadtUca • monthly max, min, average, balance etc. 

Detailed Input and Output VAT reports 

Automatfo oaleuladon ol VAT 

Simply Ignore VAT features It they are net required 

Budget and ossh*flow forossts • may be updated 

Data search facility to find losT Hams 

U*er-deltnied screen colours 

Oomprehenslv* manual 

Two aete of aampte data for practice and fsmIllarLsallon 




Omnect 

software Ltd= 


To receive your copy of Money Manager by return poet phorte ua now with your credit 
card number, or write to us at the address below encloelng your cheque for C24.95 

01 743 9792 Sam-IOpm, 7 days a week 

Connect Software Lid., 3 Fianchford Rd., London W12 9ND 





TURBOSOFT 

Dept (AA) 

41 Sentti Street 
Leigtilon Butiartl 
Beds, LU7SNT 
MAIL ORDER ONLY 
Tet; 0525 377374 
Fax: 0525 852270 


IN CROWD 
ONLY E1D.9S 

S^rb^rian, Oryior. 

Ci'air c**?. 

KgiTiov. COfTtbai 
School. Targa? 
Peneqada. Platooni 


TAITD COIN OP 
OHVi 

Raslan. Flymg SharH. 

Bubble BoOUa. 
Arh^OQid. -Si^piigbi. 
Ark^Gid 11. 

LogencHjl Kgge 


SUPflCME 


DARK FORCE 

CMALLEHOC 


ONLY f 

CHiLY C4.#e 


DISC ci3.ee 

DISC cfo.se 

Ei1e. Ace. SenhrwI. 
-Srar-iid*' TelriB. 


LasI Winia II.Bsiman 
DarksiCte. FI-Type- 


MEGAMIX 

ONLY 

DISC 1J.H 
B&fbarian 11, Dfa^n 
NirijA, Opwallori 
WQll. TtH Rfral 
GhQvtbiMm 


SPECIAL ACTION 
ONLY CQ.ee 
DISC Ci3ree 

■Captain Elbod. Dnllar. 
SOI. Vlndioalora. 
Daleys Olympic 
Challenge 



SPECIALS CASSETTE 


RRP SRP 

Femanfles Musi Die. .9.S6 2.M 

^rciwar Lbrd . - . .. .. IS'.Ki 2.99 

Elrt1lip + Cg ..9.eS 1.99 

Caulli'Qn' 3^1 3{l 

Cauld-rinll. . 9.S6 1.99 

^icrad Armour □! Anhnad .. .9.95 1.99 

PapprlMy . . .9.95 3.99 

Anefnative Gams* 9.99 3.99 

I^Fi Wamixs 9 95 3 99 

.9.95 5 99 

3lrpPL*fsrll+. .9.95 3.99 

Hunt Igr Red Oc:l 9 t^r ... 14-.95 fi.9& 

P-adand. .9 95 ^99 

Pegasus B'ldgc. . .. .12.95 3 99 

Triv al P^rpijit?. , .1i.95 5.99 

f-''5 Slrikfl Eagia 995 5 99 

Brian Ciflugha FfloltHlI FsyturfiB .. .14.9-5 ^ 99 

Pgcmani? ..- - 9-95 4.99 

Espon™ 9.95 2.99 

ThimderDindB 12 95 5 99 

P4wr Eaa-d&iey'B iniSiseoer 9^ 5 99 

TighiarPilM. 9 95 2 99 

eiasbflrwda.. .9.95 4.99 

firg-jgrm. . .. .. 9.95 3 99 


AMSTRAD TOP 30 HITS 


CASS DISC 

N^vm Zealand Slory. 6.39 10.99 

RtCk Dan^rous...6.99 10.99 

ftobocop. 6.99 10.99 

APB... .. . . .6.99 10.99 

Indy Jgnes S Las-1 Crusade ..6.99 10.93 

Vigpiante. ..6.99 10.99 

Forgotten Worlds.- .6-99 10-99 

TretHe Champions ....,6.99 10.99 

Sifcworm. ....6.99 10.99 

Gemin^W^ng . 6.99 10.99 

Emiyn Hpghes Int. Soccer.6.99 10.99 

Operatwn Wolf. 6.99 10.99 

Beech Volley.... 6.99 10.99 

Cabal...6.99 10.99 

Dragon Spifil.. .B.99 10.99 


NEW RELEASES 
HOT NEWS 



CASS 

DISC 

Mopnw^Jk^r . 

.6.99 

10.09 

Piclionary... 

....10.99 

12.09 

Dr Dopms ncver%9&. 

.5.9& 

9.09 

TooOin.. . 

... .6.99 

10.09 

Saint £ Gfeavsje. 

..5.50 

0.09 

Terry'a B«g AdvenlurS. 

£ SC 

9 99 

Bomb^tr .. .. 

... .d.SiS 

12.99 

If-qn Lord.. 

.6.99 

10.99 

Fodballer ol IhO Year II ... .. .. 

. .. .6 99 

10 99 

Carrier Command (6l2aonly).. 

.Ni*-A 

10.09 

Dynamite Duk .. 

....6.^9 

10.99 

Aflered Beast.. .. 

.6.99 

10.99 

Chase H.Q.. 

......6.99 

10.09 

Hard Drivin'.. 

.6.09 

10.99 

GhnS-lbiiaLarS II... 

......6.09 

10.99 

Rainbow Island .. 

.6 99 

10 99 

BtiOdwyfih ... 


19.99 

Strider . . .. 

.... 6 99 

10 99 

Tusker.. 

..6.09 

10.39 

Super WofidOrbOy.. 

.B.99 

10 09 

Urfieucndb^es. 

. 6 99 

to 09 

Operalipn Thyndperbglt. 

.....6 99 

10.99 

Kick on. 

..5,99 

0.99 

Knight Force. ... 

..599 

999 

Adion Service.. 

.6.99 

10.99 

Double Dragon II. 

.6.99 

10.99 

Quarterback.. . 

.6.39 

10.99 

Adidas Golden ShM. 

. ..E9$ 

10.99 

Goideo Axe ... 

.6 95i 

10.99 

Oulryn Egrofig.... 

.6.99 

10.90 

Stunl Car RaDar.... 

....tO.99 

13.90 

F-16 Combat PilOl. 

.. JD 09 

13.99 

M-ylh.. 

......7.9^ 

1Q.99 


ITtiS is only a .s&tecV/on at tt\9 range CBffy. 
It Itje game require i3 not ifsteq ptease ph-aia 
tor Av^sHatJiifiy A Pace Dsrs ^ sottwara- avaitabte. 



CASS 

DISC 

Dragon NiP>a. 

...6.99 

10.99 

Purrile Saturn Day.. 

.6.99 

10.99 

Ealman Tha Mbvie.. . 

...6.99 

10.99 

Renegade 3.... 

..6.99 

10.99 

Crazy Cars II. 

....5.99 

9.99 

Powafdntt.... 

,...e-99 

10-99 

Barbarian II........... 

....6.99 

10.99 

Shuinbi....... 

....6.99 

10.99 

XenaphObe.. 

....6.99 

10.99 

Actiari FighlSr.. 

....6.99 

10.99 

Laser Spijad...... 

....6.99 

10.99 

PaulGascoigno Soccer... 

. ..5.99 

9.99 

Rtsk. 

. ..5.&9 

10.99 

Mr Kell ... 

.5.99 

10-99 

Conlir^enflal Circus. 

-.6.99 

10.99 

AMSTRAD CLASSICS 


CASS 

DISC 

Anoanl Sanies... 

...10.99 

N.'A 

AiitMr-ne Rartger. 

...10.90 

13.00 

Focnball Direclor..... 

.....6.99 

N.'A. 

FgQlball Manager 11.. 

.4.99 

0.00 

The Games Summer Edition... 

.7.90 

1L00 

Gunship. 

...10.99 

13.99 

Laisi Nin|a II 

$,99 

10-99 

Ft'Type.. , , .. 

.. -.6,99 

10.99 

War in Middle Earth. 

.e.99 

10.99 

Vindicalors. 

.. ..6.00 

10.09 

Chw^fc Yeagers (AFT). 

.6.99 

10.00 

Colossus Chess i... 

.7.90 

11.09 

Colossus Bridge... 

.8.90 

11.00 

Deluxe Scrabble . 

.N.'A 

11.09 

Neroe? 0-1 the Lance. 

.7.00 

14.09 

SicRmlofd. . 

.6.00 

10.09 

Tanfc Attack... 

.6.00 

10.09 

Time ^ Magik. 

.9.00 

0.09 

Tracksuil Manager. 

.6.00 

N;A 

Cra£)« Cats.-.. 

.2.00 

N.'A 

On The Bench . 

.2.00 

N;A 

GfUbam GoncK Cndist. 

... .1.00 

N/A 

Microprosa Soccer..... 

...10.90 

12.99 

3DPflQl. 


10.99 

Times of Lore .. - . .. 

...6.99 

WA 

The National ... 

.6.00 

hFA 

Red Fbeal. 

....6.00 

10.99 

RuhtHe Gauntlet .. .. . . .. 

...6.09 

10.99 

EDUCATIONAL J 


CASS 

DISC 

Fun School 2 Under 6. 

.6.09 

0.50 

Fun School ^ 6-6. 

..6.99 

9.50 

Fun SchgnI 2 3- ... 

. .. 6 99 

9.5^3 

Three Bears. 

. .N.'A 

H.M 

Answa^ Bach Jurwr. 

..730 

10 99 


Orders under £5 pieeee add 
5iC]yi per Tfe/n. Over£5pAp 
FREE in UK, Efsewhere please 
add £1,50 per item 
N.B Please state dearly mode 
of computer & also cassette or 
disc when ordering 


CHRISTMAS 
GOLLECTIDiH 
Onlv £0.09 Di«« 
£13.09 

Cybufndid II Ellm^aJ^3^ 
Hy^IrpAjgl 
Lflhllofoe. LhiCJUrri 


STORY SO FAR 
VOL II 

Onlv Ea.SS Disc 
E1D.S9 

Ovn-bndiff 'ddl^rigM^ 
Sggniy Lpf 

Dv Bavnn^ihg-icfl PaisM 



COHPVTIR mi5 VflLJ 
mVti.9»0ISCUA»9 

DarK Sceptre. Tarzan. 
Catch 23. Mystery af 
tr«- Niie. Enckjrancje. 
Mega Apocalypse. 
Niriia Han^teJ-. 
Ablivalbr. 

The Bpggit Drgid II 


DYMAUFTE 
onlv C9-99 

Cl 

Attertiurner. Lasl 
Ninjg tl, WECU 
Man&, Dpuble i 

Dragon 


TOLKIEN'9 


LEADEHKDAFU] PAH 3 

TRILOGY 


dHLT E9.99 

Only Diftfi 


IHHC: E13.99 

£11.99 



The Hobbit 


Leadertfiard Taurrament 

1j^ qI me Rings 


WDddOass 

Shedovis of Morgen. 


iBaderbcard 


SPECIALS DISC 




A.TF ... 


1-i.33 

Ksirngu 

MindliQhter 

sto^y 

Sooed Ap^ciur □! A^-hrifljd 


IdM 
1^93 
l-tS^ 
14 W 
U 9t 

Ar-dv C'kPP 


li.sg 

FprrqirdK' Mg$l Diq... 


......14.09 

BertwiffinTaii.. . .. 


. .14^9 

Air _______ 


,.,...14.99 

H*«lartd....... 


.H.95 

ViHiicalors 

Fail WteSflS or FCu! .. 


.14.95- 

.1-4.9& 

Fir^jqriq .. 


.. .id.95 

Not a P^nmy UorB or Lbss 
[ tocnisday Blues 

Baribjeaher 1 or 11... 

h+'/ie.. ... . 


.17.95 
1^ 95 
.H.9S 

'■4 95 

CFL Ameficnn Foatbsl 


... .iJ.95 

1 A^RlH 


. .-.fl.as 


SfiF 

d.gg 

q.ag 

495- 

d.» 

.3.9§ 

а. 99 

б. W 
3.99 
599 
599 
5 99 
g99 
499 
3.99 
4 99 
4 9B 
2 99 


PLEASE NOTE SOME 0 AMES MAY NOT BE RELEASED AT THE SCHEDULED TIME. THESE WILL BE DESPATCHED WITHIN 24 HRS OF RELEASE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. 
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KEYWORD jij^ DISC £19.95 


The dynamic wordfinder for 
home and business use 

* Over 10,000 synonyms 
and antonyms 

* Nearfy 1,000 main 
subject headings 

* Extra rapid word search 

* Can select over 70 
words at a time 

* Simple operation 

* Flexible 'roam' facility 

* Can be used as a 
Thesaurus 

* Compatible with Pretext rom 



SPEECH! tape £4.95 DISC £7.45 


Your CPC can now talk back for as 
little as £4.95! 

speech! is an incredible piece of coding. Needing no extra hard¬ 
ware and taking up just SK of memory, it converts your CPC's 
sound chip into a full-blown speech synthesiser! 

Once installed you can call it from your programs with a single 
RSX - plus you can fuily configure it to speak in any accent or 
pilch, through any of the ihree sound channels, 

Due to a bulk purchase we can otier this unique program to you 
for less than half price. But place your order soon as they're sure 
to be in high demand. 


RRP 

Our Price 


Tape 

E9.95 

£4.95 


Disc 

£14,95 

£7.45 


AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY FROM US! 


SWIFT SELECTION PLUS disce9.9s 

Ijnnfc 21 

EXCLUSIVE PROGRAMS 

S Plfty&r Chess 

Superb represonlalkon aF a chesE board and pieces, mcluding Full 
records 0 ^ each move - idaal for piaying a friend, or play-by-mail 
games 

Arca.-di#rtS Rev-erge 

5p*oe iTivatiers like youVa never seen Dhem beFore. ThiE geme is 
pecked with Fast and ^u^iOu& acbon th^L will lest yOuf IQ the Pul! 

Claustro^hoblSi 

Your spacesbif^ has crashed mto an urKhaned planet and you appear 
to he stuck in a meze-like slrggture. with parts bt i'Qur rocket scat¬ 
tered Ihfcu^Fioul it Will ygi; lind ttiem all before ywr exygen runs 
out? 

Crane Crawl 

Vpu're the Foremen in the local widget tacEcry anb have beam acciden¬ 
tally Socked ir\ overnight What's worse lha machinery seemE to have 
a mind of its own, ^nd has deilnitely 90 I lE irt for you. WilF yog see [he 
nighS out? 

CHsc Cdlalogue 

PowerluJ disc cataloguer. Ojjtipns include eulomaEic running or lead¬ 
ing of programg el a key press, easy selection cl Ueht or Drive, erase 
specific F^les or all backups, rename tiles arrd add titles Id ycur decs. 
Sifivpiicfty itself to use. 

(Suiter Compkanion 

M you have a Guitar. Ihis is the program for you ft shows you how to 
play 4B dififrreht Chords - and it helps you lune your guitar tool 

Sarhta 

Santa to deliver hJS presents while evoking all the aNens erud 
oOslacles Fast aclKjn arcade-game wrth many diHeJenft levels. 

Keytial 

A riandy utihly to usT 0*1 your Juncttoni key definitions 

Leaper 

Guide the 1 rogs to safety across the road and nver avoiding the perils 
of being run over or drowning Micely pfesenred version of !he popular 
favourite. 

Liia 

The old ctassic. Crease your own life Forms and waich them evolve. 

lilBstef Mind 

An c 4 dy but a goody. Designed Uj ilfuslTase the power oi the 
PrcCedufBS ulihly. 

Motor Mower 

You've bought a new molof mower lor y&uf overgrown garoen. -Bui 
can you cut all the grass wiihoui running mio the ilower beds, rocks 
and walls? 

Munqfiies 

3D Adtion at ils besi. Can you lill in all Ifike ^guare^ belore the 
munchieS get you 7 ArYj if you do wlN you SuCMwe Lhe neiC level? .. 
and the next? 

Othello 

Hard 10 beat versaon ol the old favotinEe. leaiunng two dihicu-fty levels. 

Panic 

One of this isu-timfr classfc ladders arid levels games. There are ptemy 
of puzzles io soive with lols of meanies out to get you. 

Pai^ficc 

GrapF^fCally excellent 5 fmulatior> of one of lhe most popular varsions 
oF Patience. Save yaufsal! the hassle ci EhiitUing. dealing and manip¬ 
ulating a real deck OF cards. 

Procedures 

Immensely powerful utility lhal adds the llex-ibitity ot Procedures to 
your Basic programs Now you haed never use a GOSUB again 
foftan i&rgening the line numbers) because you can now call proce- 
du^as by name! 

Space Base 

Can you save the Space Base irom destruction? With aliens commg 
at you Irom all sides m taster and more deadlier wav&s. will you res¬ 
cue the base before your shields are depreted^ 

Tiles 

Another must for puzzle addicts. B beauEifulty designed screens are 
■scyamblad. Can you roEtore them to their origmgi stale? 

Whist 

A well-designed and harp-to-beal version of the 9 card game of 
trumps 

Zareba 

An extensive arcade adventure which, if A doesn't damage your brain, 
will caMainly leave your joystick m a Samar state! ^ 

STILL ONLY £9.95! 



ORDER FORM 


Please tick the program(s) you require 

Tape Disc 

Pandora £14.95 () £19.95 () 

Keyword — £19.95 () 

Swift Selection Plus £9,95 () £9.95 () 

Speech! £4.95 0 £7.45 () 


I enclose a cheque/Euro cheque/PO made 
payable to - SWIFT SOFTWARE 

Name 

Address 



Postcode 


Tel. 


Access/Vis a: 
Exp. Date 


J L 


J J. 


Signature: 


SWIFT SOFTWARE ACU2, FREEPOST Ellesmere Pert, South Wirral US 3EB. Tel: (01) 738 4889 
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John Cook dons his coin-op fatigues and looks 
forward to the Spring season of releases. 



S;. all the excitement of 

\| the Autumn shows is past, we 
-- ^1 have got all the Spring shows to 

look forward to! There are two nfiain 
coin-op shows at the beginning of the 
year; one in London, called ATEI, and 
another in Blackpool - where else - 
called, the Blackpool Amusernents 
Exhibition, What else would it be 
called? 

But with these still weeks away, 
does that mean there is any lack of 
new products, with the big boys wait¬ 
ing for the next season’s trade shows? 
To some extent, yes. But there are still 
plenty of new releases out there to 
satisfy all but the most demanding 
players in the meantime. 

The favourite with the punters at 
the moment? That seems to be Mid¬ 
night J?es/sfance from Data East. The 
people that brou^t you Robocop and 
Secret Agent have now produced a 
game which, while being quite differ¬ 
ent in its graphic style, has all tiie 
playability of the others - and more. 

In this jumpy-Jumpy/combat game, 
the scam is the usual - you versus 
millions of underlings - but the con¬ 
trol system is, at least, slightly novel. It 
uses a normal eight-way joystick with 



a swivel knob on the top. You move 
around in the normal way, by moving 
the stick, but you alter your direction 
of fire by rotating the knob. 

Having mowm down hordes of en¬ 
emy fighters, you pick up key-like 
things that float over the stiffs, be¬ 
cause these can be used to get big 
extra weapons in the intermediate 
screens between levels. Lots of people 
seem to like the thing; maybe you will 
too? 

More my cup of tea is X-Multiply 
from IREM. Call it a simple Nemesis 
clone if you will, but this horizontal 
scroller has got me well hooked at the 
moment. 

As usual you start off w^th a weedy 
spaceship, but one of the first power- 
ups you collect gives you these tenti- 
cles, that move about your ship syn¬ 
chronised with your own movements, 
and when they move they lob scathing 
fire about. 

With a theme based on the goings 
on inside a body (yuk!), this game has 
the playability of a classic. Strongly 
recommended if you can get near a 
machine. 

Now' there is nothing quite like a 
good racing game, is there? And over 
the years Namco have usually man¬ 
aged to deliver the goodies in that 
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Midnight Resistance, 




Gn forth and X'Muftiply. 


Four Trax better than two. 


a pair of handlebars, with speed dic¬ 
tated by the throttle control on the 
right grip and a hl'low gear lever. Make 
those jumps, drift round those corners 
, . . but there was stiL something mis¬ 
sing. Maybe if someone had thrown a 
bucket of mud over me it would have 
captured that authentic atmosphere 
one needs. Who knows? 

I'be trade has been going for these 
units in a big way, however, so you can 
expect to see them cropping up in 
your local arcades soon. 

Want to really turn off the brain and 
get right down to primitive action/' 
reaction? You could not do much 
better than to have a go at Task Force 
Harrier, from the makers of the excel¬ 
lent Omega Fighter. Call me a Phi¬ 
listine, but give me a game with an 
autofire, and I will be able to show you 
a pocket empty of lOp pieces! 

Small sprites are the order of tlie 
day in this vertical scroller, but you do 


that, however, as he was a hunky guy 
at the beginning of the game, a guy 
trying to free his girlfriend from the 
clutches of an evil something or other. 
Unfortunately, some heavy magic has 
turned back the evolutionary clock, 
which hinders the rescue somewhat. 

Looking like a lorra laffs’, as our 
Cilia would say, it is one of the most 
distinctive looking games to appear 
this year, so let us hope that it does 
well. 



Finally, you w'ould have noticed 
that there were a lot of puzzle/arcade 
games brought out at the end of last 
year. Why? W’ell, after the mega suc¬ 
cess of Tiefris, everybody else w'as 
trying to find a Tetris of their own. The 
attempts, without exception, were 
garbage. Now however, Konami have 
come up with something that ap- 



Cjfbertanlt - it can blow a man’s ann nft at the count of three. 


particular department. Remember Fi- 
ml I managed to ferret out a 
sbt-player sit-dowm set up the other 
day. Trouble is, though, that it was in 
Amsterdam! I just cannot see me and 
the mates nipping over there every 
evening, somehow, for a quick session! 

It was undoubtedly the finest multi¬ 
player racing game, until Sega came 
up with multi-player Super Monaco 
Grand Prix. Have Namco managed to 
fight back with its latest racing ex¬ 
travaganza, Four if’rax? 

Well, tlie jury is still out on this one, 
1 am afraid. These double sit-on units, 
which can be linked together to make 
an eight-pjayer game, try to simulate 
the rough and tumble of racing quad 


bikes - mini tractor things to you. 
Take it from me, riding these things in 
real life is great, but despite some OK 
programming, the thrill of it does not 
seem to convey itself to me when 1 
play this game. 

You control the bike on-screen with 


have to keep all your wits about you, 
because bullets fly every where - with 
alarming speed and frequency. There 
are some fab pow'er-ups you can col¬ 
lect as well. Not a classic game, not a 
landmark in the history of the video 
industry, but a damn good thrash! Try 
it and see. 

Now' here is an odd thing. ’Well over 
a year ago I saw a game called Cyber 
Tank being exhibited at one of the 
shows. Two screens side by side, in- 
terestbig graphic style; it let tw'o peo¬ 
ple play the game at once, one being 
the driver of the tank, the other the 
gunner. It did not do a thing. However, 
much to my surprise, it has turned up 
again. Is anyone going to play it this 
time? Is it going to be any cheaper 
than before? I do not know', but 1 will 
tell you one thing for nothing: it looks 
good on the telly. 

As does Toki. Produced by the Tao 
Corporation, it has a very' attractive 
graphic style and a humour all of its 
own. 

You control Toki, who looks a bit 
like a chimp, He was not always like 


proaches the simplicity and ad¬ 
dictiveness of Tetris itself. It is called 
Block Hole. 

A kind of cross between Space 
invaders and Tetris, you control a 
spaceship moving left-right along the 



bottom of the screen. You can fire 
vertical stream of blocks, upwards, 
however. 

From the top of the screen, a matrix 
of different shapes come steadily 
down. What you have to do is make 
them into regular rectangles by firing 
at tlie appropriate blocks when they 
are in the right position, before they 
reach the bottom of the screen. 

Succeed and the shape will dis¬ 
appear. Fail and you lose a life. Simple, 
effective, fun. 

Black Hole is my tip for glory this 
month: have a go if you can find one in 
the arcades near you, and expect to 
see an "artistically insed” version on 
home computer before too long. 
Cheers! H 
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The BrunLUard Package CPCG128 £30 

BrunWord 6128 is s complete word processing system consisting of three programmes* a 
word proces&orp a spelling checker and e card filirvg programme, It Is written to run on a 
standard unexpanded CPC6128 (or CPC464 + disc + 64K3 and Is optimised for g$e with a 
single disc drive. The latest version was released In October 1988 and out performs any 
other word processor for the CPC6128, The reason Is quite simply that the latest versions 
of our competitors programmes have been designed for other larger computers whereas 
BrunWord has been perfected for the CPC6128*_____ 

Ttie Inlegrated spelling checker of BrunWord 
6128 and its 30,000 word dictionary load at the 
same time as the main programriner We invented a 
special system to compact the dictionary so much 
that each word is represented by just one and a 
half characters- Each group of words had to be 
gi^en the correct group ending and typed in by 
hand, taking one 'man' six months to complete. 

With such a compact dictionary, we are able to 
store this in the 64K of banked memory, making 
access very convenient and exceptionally fast. 

Our closest rival claimed that their spellmg 
checker achieves 'up to 2000 words per minute'. 

Our tests, published at the October 88 Amstrad 
show, revealed that its average speed tor a file of 
3366 words was only 526 words, per minute and 
much more to Our surprise, that it required eight 
changes of the disc to complete the spelling test. 

Our spelling checker, BrunSpelL achieved 3383 
words per minute for exactly the same test and 
needed no disc in the drive* Remember that at I 
other word processors need to load tne dictionary 
from disc during the spelling test^ even the so 
called ROM versions. 

Scrolling the screen one line at a time, is also 
a vital performance tesl* as the CPC6128 tends to 
be natirally slow at this., Again, our closest rival is 
widely regarded as very fast, but BrunWord is 4t3% 
faster. 

BrunWord has a 40 page manual which has 
several detailed examples, starting with step by 
step instructions to produce and print a simple 
letter. But yOuf very first step is to load the 
TUTOR file into BrunWord. This takes even the 
complete novice straigM into word processing and 
demonstrates the powerful editing and formatting 
features of BrunWord, There are also examples of 
printer control, showing how to create headings, 
to underline or to emphasise, and five deliberate 
spelling errors tof you to correct. The tutor takes 
about 20 minutes to ruri through and after that 
you will teel confident to Sype in your own text. 

Our Booklet 'BrunWord & Printer' has 5 pages 
devoted to the BrunWord 6128 package. 


BrunWord Features 

*i&, 90 gr 12B tfilumfi dlspla^^ lypifi-S tp-e-ed over 

ZOO wprdi/mlr> Jpffrt -gr *JlisUfv 

urvjui-tUy paragraph or Thpli; tkjtl ^JdBtlllBif l^^^ 

h4l4fie*-d appearancfl *lntt4ni werd 

fln-e-ve, C-Pp-ji'i and dtLlt4 ^i-OCi1 efllling wllh wd-rd 

d»let4/ui1-9«l«t« *A.dJy±t£bl# fit^rgin^ arid TABS 
*C(HllHirVLini^/PjgB dii^fjlAy with ilk witmm *Trufl wir'd eOiJr'T 
•Flrtfl end r«pl*c* ^Hel-p Uling &VBtym 

ernbedded prEni*r ccfflflsandfl 05 *'1^ 

3 prir^rar cod*i Iftd 2l #ltli 1fl prkitBr cad£S] 'Page thr^jw 
nurhar* nflultijUe COflles ■^Od^/*vmn pi.-^4 
wim nymbere Hi* ^rieling <riew pag* 

cftfltinuou&J ‘Print spat plied pages 'Wpckt wUh sny 
printer »Tru* ai»pl4y eup-tfStrlpI 5 ^^J nubscript 

d*fih4d print cherecler? *Lajd ASCII files irom 
Qlhei^ wPfd pr&cess^rE *S!i¥-i: ^SCl| IlkG- Ifsr pthfli- wil'd 

pr&cesB&ri *FifcBfl tin h-ff eflCTVptefl *M»Miitnj#i lile size 
5 pagAS pf leal. 

BrunSpell Features 

■*MempTr teaidept *i1h worii prttBS!jpr 'Checks 
wovat/lftift 'M'.DM word flittion^r/ *Nd. America^ tpelllrirga 
'ftdd up to 5,(i&fr of vpur tJwri woi'de 'msUnt Igokup 
‘Helps to fifid correct spelllr^g 'Alftomitk ccrre^riHI. 

DataFile Features 

♦AliJhe&eticel, numaricil, dltt S-Oi-Ung jn-y fiflid ‘User 
defifipd headingi *S-frarch rogUnn 'Dati M*rg1h9 
SriMiW-ord 'L£tWl printuig. 


Info-Scripi £50 

Take the BrunWord package, expand the simple 
card liling programme into a comprehensive 
relational database and integrate this into 
BrunWord. The result is Info-Script. The database 
uses many ot the internal routines of the word 
processor, making a very compaci combination and 
allO'Wing both programmes, 6 pages ot text and 
1000 narnes and addresses to be in the memory at 
the same time, using an unexpanded CPC6t28. The 
great advantage ot this i& the speed and 
convenience ot being able to access both 
programmes and their related data without any 
disc delays, Add to this the progressive search 
routines, the unique four marker system and the 
arithmetical functions and you will begin to 
understand the excitement ot our customers- 

BrunUJord Upgrade 

Send your BrunWcrfd 8128 disc, BrurtWord mwUBl (net 
Ihe packing) and 4 £22 cheque. We will record 
Irilo^Scrlpt, test, and return with a msnua!.. 

Letters 

l am eKlremely inlere^ted in the sound ot your 
InSo-Scrlpt. However, as th* cost is f&O i am 
somewhat hesilanl In pt^thasing and would therefore 
bE grateful for any further literature, I -im pfesenlly 
using Protewt on jROM with Promerge and Pro-filer, 
ttut accessing Pro-filer is incredibly slow and long 
winded. Vour advert would indioste that access time 

10 stored clala is much superior., 

Mr G CNotti-ngham). 

Thank you for my recent copy of Info^Scripl. My 
euphoria has negriy died down rK>w - it is superb, li 
Is 0 bi-g improvement on my ProtexI and Pro-filer in 
(hal it combines the IwO with vastly superior spood 
and is eKactly whst I rveed, 

Mr G (Nottingham >, 

May I take this opporlunity to express my 
appreciation ot SrunWord. My son has be*n the main 
user. After years of tortore ifl school with pen in 
h^d, the use of the word processcnr enabled him for 
the first time to eoncenlrale upon the substance of 
whgt he wanted to write, and return later to correct 
and org^ise. The net result is that a young man who 
formerly struggled at school and hated it. now 
accomplishes the written components of his course 
with ease -and satisfaction, 

Mr 0 (SuMon Coldfield). 

1 have found It (fifunWord) a very easy wgrd 
processor lo uso, and the more I use It the more • 
like IL The same goes for Info-Script, the more I use 

11 the easier gnd more Jlexible it becomes. 

Mr L (Australia). 


BrunUJord Eliic £90 

iOlt original aim in desi^'ing this pf&gfamnne was to 
produce a f^ist desk top publisher with very good 
quality printing and a memory resident spelling 
checker, A few lottings on a scrap of paper 
revealed that two 256K metTKiry expansions would 
be needed and that even then it would be far too 
slow. BrunWord Elite is our solulion to this dilemma 
and runs on- an une^panded CPC6W (or CPC464 + 
disc + 64K). It starts by assuming that the printer 
knows beet how to print and providee only a 
controlling hand, lo help choose the best 
compromise. It follows that the best results are 
achieved with the best printers. 

The te^l is typed Cor loaded) into the editor with 
no regard tor the final layout. It is edited and spell 
checked using all Ihe aorrrial features and speed of 
BrunWord 6128. When this is done, a set of layout 
coimnands are placed at tlw start of the text. With 
these commands the text can be printed anywhere 
and everywhere on a sheet. Just go long as the 
facilities used are available with your printer. Boxes 
and lines can be drawn and different fonts can be 
downloaded lo print in difftreof type faces. 

The idea is that the user will create several pege 
layout patterns (or use the ones supplied) and then 
only need to worry about typing and editing the 
text. The ecreen will not show the actual layout, it 
it did it would be painfully stow and would not 
achieve the ultimate quality. 

BrunWord Elite has all the features of BrwWgrd 
6128, all the features of Into-Script and seven 
24 pin fo-nts (four fonts in different sizes). St is 
Supplied with a printer lead and en 8 bit printer 
status port which allows the programme to 
interrogate Ibe printer. Printer OFF, No Paper, 
OFF Line, ON Line are the status messages that 
keep you informed dynamically of the current 
printer condition, 

BrunWord Elite wewks with any Epson compatible 
printer, which means ALL moidern dot matrix 
printers- At the bottom end, even the simplest 9 pin 
printer will be able to print In up to six columns. If 
the printer has IBM codes fas well) then simple 
lines and bosses can be dhawn, and it the printer has 
reverse line feed, then text can be printed 
anywhere and everywhere on a page. 

At the top end a ?4 pin printer will be able to 
use tbe fonts Gupplied with the programme, print 
bOKes and lines by specifying size and line 
thicknesG, and use micro justification with 
proportional text. 

BrunWord Elite printed this adverlisement, 
exceot for the layout around the teddy. The text, 
EineG and price list were printed on an A3 sheet, 
then the teddy amd address layout were pasted on 
and the sheet was photographically reduced to A4. 
Compare this to ou" December advert! sement to see 
all the changes. Sections have been re-written, 
moved and then tailored to fit the columns by 
changing the font siz& and fine tuning the line 
spacing. 


BrunUJord and Printer 

We have written a sixteen page booklet which explains all about oiir progfannmes, starting 
with BrunWord 6123 and going on to Into-Scrlpt and BrunWord Elite. The booklet is an 
example of the power of BrunWord Elite, being printed in A4 size directly from masters 
created using BrunWord Elite, Four different 24 pin printers have been used to print the 
booklet so that a direct comparison can be made in the quality and technical excellence of 
the printing. The last page Includes our own assessment of seven different 24 pin printers 
and a summary of four 9 pin printers. The booklet Is tree to all CPC owners. Simply write 
your name and address In block capitals on a sheet of paper and send in a envelope to 
‘BrunWord i Printer', Brunning Software, at the addfess below. 


Send cheque/PO/Access number/Visa number to: 


Brunning Software 

34 Hebton Koad, 

Chelmsford, Essex, CMl SJT C3 
Jelephone (02451 252854 (24 Hours) 



BrunWord 6128 w<lh BrunSpell 4 DataFile. . . £30.00 
Brun'^ord 464 with BfunSp'SlI 4 DataFile. , . £25.00 
BrunWord JunlCii" 6128 with BrunSo^ll. . * - - £18.00 
BrunWord Elile 6128, loto-Script BrunSpell., £90.00 
Info'SerspI 6128 with BrunWprd & BrunSpell., £50.00 

too Lettersi. (needs Into-Script)..,,, £15.00 

BrunWord Ellle and lnto-3crlpt include backup dis-c. 
(All supplied on 3in Oise - state which comouterT 

All prices af$ inclusive lor UK, Overseas orders sent 
insured air msil - Europe idd £2*50 = Resl add £7,50 
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MORE 

MEMORY 


diti'onics 


dUronics 


64K AND 256K MEMORY EXPANSION 


V unit tntD^s up to CPC B12S mcinjciry 

CDiLB^iimtluu e much Iaxi^ct toftvU'E' huo 

ATJlillhhlO- Will wDTk stxAlfhC otf with manj 
pmgnunv dcsl^od for thi# imit (lucliidliig OCF 
Art studio - iM Ad.J. 


^ Bltuplo plug In numory txpoiiikKil glv«o laitant 
extra inem-Dry. 

ipp Foaturei bonk swltohll^ ioftwxre for ^amj UiC by 
the progmnuiljer or for UK Bs A dtta Otorago BTOE. 

Y Tbo ooftwu-ei sJio fcBtujeA tOfflO extra EASfC 
CDDunOode. 

^ &4K unit expanda 464 to 126K. Tb« unit 

takea your S12S to A fUlililve 32^KE1 


^ Ideal foT UK wltli the 3 >2 etc. 

V All hank awltctitac doat Automatically by 
oupplifld aoftWAR (cASOette 464 - dlak 61381. 


THE TOTAL SOLUTION TO YOUR 
MEMORY EXPANSION NEEDS!! 


ONLY £ 49.99 

64K FOR 464 

ONLY £ 99.99 

256K FOR 464 OR 
6128 (PLEASE STATE) 



PrograzDa cAU b« exchan^d 
between 6 UIcoei Dfak aud uOrmJil 
DIak for toereAied. apeed- 
SoftwBie la oa ROM laotblng to 
lOAd) auid can be uaed In two nllMlet 
- Baalo under AMDOS with nofnial 
LOAD, BAVB CAt MERGE 
eorntnaoda etc. and wttbJU CFM 3-£ 
CPMi- where cDdUnerclAl progrema 
axe designed to mu ou miiltf-drlTe 
ayatema. 


Tbii It the fattest atora^e ayatem 
available ftir the Amatrad €PC 
computerf and la compatible with 
CPM 3.3, CP1I+ and ah DK TrouJct 
pcdphtriJs, 

The ^lUcou DrJak la dealgucd 

to be uKd in confunCtlon with tt 
IcAst one normal CHih OrlTe 
attached to the ayateuL. 

When the siiicon Dlak la 

fitted Du]y 3£ la uaed for the 
Silteod Dlih dlrectOFTr leevizig 
3B4K for atorage that'A 7QE UiOre 


464 or 61 ZB IPlut* Ittlla wh!h:h]i 


than A normal DUk tirive. 



W Turn your Amatrad ItfeultOr Into a 
Ml feature TV Mrt with our TV 
Tuner Syatcin. 

W LAteit chip technology gfrea 
cryatal clear reception on til 
■chanuela, 

^ DllJIt-tn apfABker. 

^ On/Off Yoliune contrOlA. 

^ Brightneu and cclfnix OOntTOls. 

^ Channel aelector. 

^ AJttracttYcly styled to fflAtch your 
computet- 

^ Why not reaUfic the fhll potentlAl 
of yduF monitor? 

ONLY £69.99 



PCW 6256/851 2 
JOYSTICK + IHTERrACE 


W ^cw you can have true Joyatlck 
cDutrol for gjamta OH your PCW^ 

^ Cnnnecta to PCW Expanaicu Port, 

^ ^nlckahot U hu trigger and top 
(lire Euttona plula Suction Cap 
Baac. 

^ Supezh eontrol for lATgc range of 

gaOKA (Tnmohawk etc.). 


Only £19.99 


IlToRDERsTSokSiaLLY despatched within 40 HRS 

HOW TO ORDER ... 


ET PHONE 

BY POST 

FAX I 





0782 744292 1 

0782 744707 

34hr Credit 

Card Line 

Scud chequea/FOs made 
payable t-D 

'Datel eiectrcnlca" 1 

ORDERS POST FREE H 
EUROPE ADD £1 ■ 

OVERSEAS ADD | 


PRJCIA AMD SPECIFICATIONS COKR«iCT AT TIKE OF PRESS 
AND SUISl^CT to CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 


CAJuLBRS WELCOME - PleaBC reserve cooda fay telephone prior to viait. 



DATEL electronics ltd., FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
GOVAN ROAD, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND. 


SALES ONLY TECHNICAL ONLY 

0782 744707 0782 744324 
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WHACK 

ATTACK 

BY DAVID HALL 


A real tension reliever is this 
‘10-Liner'' version of the Sweet 
Licks arcade game. Pick a skill 
level and knock merry hell out 
of as many moles as you can as 
they pop up randomly. The 
numeric key pad responds to 
the 9 mole-holes, so pick your 
speed and get whacking. 


10 REftD d?!l=300i9ifDR j=l TQ lEDI 
60 STEP 2!POKE l,VALt' 

ii j ii 

R n=l 


3<+MI C 

2) ) = + NEXT: 1=^10000: FO 

TO 6a READ a'^aFOR j“l TO 


LENCaiii) STEP 2sPDKE 1, VAL f 
MIDi& (a$, J , 2) ) : 1-1 + 1: NEXT; NEXT l 
DATA 0100004600000-F06000002000 
04000000^0600000100000000000^0 
30000s BORDER 0 CEDI 
20 MODE la PAPER OaCLBaPEN 2!CA 
LL ScBB 033 INPUT "Skill l’-255 
a: POKE 10449^ aa MODE 0:>:"12iy=0 
! ^^=^3823 b=i620:c^^'^2: d=6a e=^ 10; SOBU 
B 40: x"572a y--76: a"244s b"40 : GOB 
UB 40: :.!==^32: y=33B a a=40 a b^^=5B0 1 C" 
4:d=9!e^l2jGDSUB 40sy=18sc=2:d 
=3:e^ll:bOSUB 40; !!^30: y-76: a~2 
44a b=S20i c:=6 CODI 
30 d==-'=2:e^0:G0SUB 40: PR I NT a P 
APER 11:PEN 4:LOCATE 4,23s PRIN 
T y^sPEN 2:PAPER 10sj^9:FOR k= 
1 TO 3:FOR t=14 TO 4 STEP ™5:L 
OCATE tn 6+4*k: PRINT BTR^(J>a,J = 
j“lsNEXT:NEXT:FOR t = l TO 700aN 
EXT:CALL 10000:PAPER 0:LOCATE 
6, 12s PRINT t$:FOR k = i TD 1/3:N 
EXT:GOTO 20 [A2] 

40 PAPER 12:1 NK 0,0: INK! 5, 15: t 
$ = "GafTit* Over ' " s frii”" + Whack Att 

^ * 

1 Vs ' ■ 


2:D 


0 , 


ack +": yiii-"8cDre”" : LOCATE 
PEN 11: PLOT x,ysFGR TO 

RAWR OjajCsDRAWR b,0:DRAWR 
a,d:DRAWR -b,0: MOVER “4;, 2s NEXT 
; MOVER 12,0: FOR; t = l TO <a/2J"2 
sDRAWR b"i2.0,e:MOVER -ta+12,2: 
NEXT:RETURN E:96] 

50 DATA AF323D7S32BBSBCD732G21 
40C3221 E4ECD202S(:DOB2GCD652GCD 
D02B(::DCD27CD3A273AlB88eFE0029EA 
C93A3075FE00202C210100223075CD 
BB274FCDi:)B272lDCC247n :L400CDC5 
2741114001CDC52722327511FOGGED 
52237EF E 0020D43 A3 075FE0 22816 3A 
317530323175FE0&201E3E02323075 
CD9D27C3AB283A 11251 
60 DATA 3i753D323l75FE00200B32 


CED] 

CEDI 

CEDI 

CEDI 

CED] 

CED] 

CEDI 

tODl 
COD] 
COD] 
COD 3 
COD 3 
COD] 
COD] 
COD] 

CA23 
CA2 3 
CA2] 
CA2] 
EA23 
CA2] 
CA2:i 
CA2] 

[963 

C96] 

C96] 

C96] 

C96] 

[:96] 

t96: 

[96] 

C25] 

C25] 

E253 

l253 

C2S} 

C25] 

C25] 

[25] 

C3C3 


30753C32BBSSC92A32753A3 1753227 
2S47CD29BC1 OFBl 1 E42SCD262e3E0Ei 
32272E)G9ED5F47AF3GFE032O01AFlO 
FSC97SFE00CB1910FDC92A1E4E1IFO 
00193A3275BDt:03A3375B(:C0119429 
CDFr27GDB728CD9A2aOECBCDD220OE 
C8CDD22BiiEC29CDFF27AF323075C9 
2A3275060BCD29 C3C] 

70 D A TA BC1 OfB 1 S 1B21DB2131E 0:::!;06 
037EE5CD1EEB2020E123lOFS1D20F0 
113C292A1E4EOEOBE5O6081A771323 
10FAElCD26BCOD20FOC9E14BED43ia 

7911EC29CD232S21ECC11140013A13 
793D2B03191BFA 1114003A19793D20 
031910FA221E4E18BB3E1BCD1EBBC3 
3E3ECD1EBB23F9C9060721C05D3630 
2310FB21170BCD C22] 

SO DATA 7SBB3E04CD90BB3EOBCD96 
BB060721C05D7ECD5ABB2310F9C921 
C55D 7E3CFE3A28037718D736302B19 
F221 6C75C:DA AEC217675G 3AABC 3E0F 
F532867532857521a075CbAABC06FA 
00IOFDF13D20EAC90E14068C001OFD 
OD20F3C9050EOD040C14030B0A0000 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCFCFOOOOOOOO 
OOCFCFCFCFOOOO [75] 


90 DATA D04S9A659A6S8A00004534 
6S9A38eAOOOOCF30CFCF30CFOOOOCF 
CF9ACDCFCFOOOOCFCFCECDCFCFOOOO 
CF9ACFCF65CFOOOOCFCF3030CFCFOO 
00CFCFCFCFCFCFO000050FOFO00000 
00001E3C3COA000000001E2C3COAOO 
OOOOOOiE1C3COFOFOFOOOO1E3C3C3C 
3C3COAOO1E3C3C3C3C3C0A001E3C3C 
3C3C3C0AO01E3C C13] 

100 DATA 3COFOFOFOOO01E3C3COAO 
00000001E3C3COA00000000050FOFO 
000000000000000000000000044 4 48 
9CG44BSOOOO44CC4444SeO0OOOOCCD 
8D8D0D8CCOOOO80EOFODOE49S00004 
4DBC0C0DO44000OCCF0COF0G4CCO00 
0CCC8F0E4FOCCOO0044F0DSD3E4880 
0003aCC448aCCCC0000448aGC44CCO 
000000000000000 C74] 


c3c:i 

C3C] 

C3C] 

C3C] 

C3C] 

L3C] 

C3C] 

[ 22 ] 

[ 22 ] 

C22] 

C22] 

L J 

C22] 

t22 

C22] 

C75] 

C75] 

C75] 

C75] 

E75] 

C75] 

C75] 

C75] 

C13] 
C13] 
C13] 
[ 13] 
C 133 
C133 
C 13] 
C13] 

[74] 
C74] 
C743 
C743 
[74] 
[74 3 
[74] 
C743 
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SPIRAL 

NEBULA 


BY IAN GRAHAM 


Dark glasses are recommended 
for this little colour splash. Try 
0.0266 when asked for the den¬ 
sity and watch It grow, Press 
space to see it spin, but don't 
watch for too long - it'll send 
you round the bend. 


10 * 

20 ’ Spiral Nebula by Ian Graham 
30 ' 

40 FOR i = l TO 15 I INK i,i+lliNEXT i:LET 1 = 11LET i = l;HODE 1JINK 
0^ Of BORDER Oj PAPER 0 s PEN 3: INPUT ''Density i approx 0.1-10 
).dnfMODE 0 

so LET l=l+dn!LET i=i+lJlP i=l6 THEN LET i=l 

60 PLOT 320,200.0;PLOT 320+1*COS tA) ,200 + 1*SIN(AM iLET a=a^-dnjIF 
1NKEYS = ’" " THEN GOTO 80 ELSE GOTO 50 
70 ' Rotate 

80 DIM i(l5):FOR i=l TO 15:LET i£i}=i+11!NEXT i 

90 FOR 1 = 1 TO 151 LET HI)=I(I)+1!IF 1(1)> = 27 THEN LET 1(I)=1 

100 INK I,I(IJ:NEXT It LET a$-INKEyS>lF aS"" " THEN RUN ELSE GOTO 

90 


DISC MENU 

BY CHRIS WOOTTON 


Simple enough - running the 
program will display the disc 
catalogue on the screen. Make 
your choice using the cursor 
keys and press (R) to set things 
rolling. 


1 'Disc Menu 

2 'by Chris Wootton 

3 ’ 

10 MODE 2:FOR a“&BFOl TO &BF07:READ V:POKE a,V:NEXT:CAT:X=1:y=A:V=VPOS(#0)-2 
20 DATA 205,96,187^50,0,191,201 FOR a -0 TO 11 : LOCATE X + a,y:CALL «iBF01 

30 x$=x$+CHR$(PEEK{&BFOO)):NEXT:LOCATE x,y:PRINT CHR$<24)XSCHRS£24) 

40 i$=UPPER$(INKEY$> ; IF 1$="" THEN 40 ELSE IF 1$=**R** THEN RUN X$ 

SO yn=y+{l$=CHR${240}}-(l$=CHR${241));xn=x+20»{(i$=CHR$(242))-{i$-CHR$(243>}} 
60 IF ynf4 OR yn)v OR xn<l OR xn>61 THEN 40 ELSE LOCATE xn,yn':CALL &BF01 
70 IF PEEK(&eFOO)=32 THEN 40 ELSE LOCATE X,y:PRINT X$:X=xn:y=yn:GOTO 20 


ESP TESTER 

BY STEVE LEAK 


Can you predict the future? Do 
you always know what someone 
else is thinking? If so, this is the 
progrette for you. Forecast 
which of the panels will light up 
next and see. 


10 DEFINT a-E:c=0:t=0:MDDE 0:BORDER 0:IN 
K 0,0a INK 1,10; INK 2,6: INK 3,2; INK '4,24; 
IKK 5,9tINK 6,3:IKK 7,1:INK 8,12:IKK 9,2 
6: PEN 9: PRINT SPACEf-£5) ; "ESP Tester "jLOC 
ATE 1,4:PR1NT "Tries: 0 Correct: 0" 

20 WIKDOWttl,6,t0,6,14;WIKDG^#2,11,15,6,I 
4iWIN0OWtt3,6, t0,15,23!UJINOOWtt4,n ,15,15, 
23;FDR p=l TO 4;PflFER#p,p:CLS#p:PENttp,0: 
LDCATEttp,2,2a PR1NT#p,ps NEXT:LOCATE 5,25i 
PEN 9:PRINT "Guess? (1-4)"!WHILE t<24:RA 
NDOMIZE TIME: !<= (RND*3)+1 

30 a*=INKEV^!g=VAL(af):IF g<l DR g>4 THE 
N 30 ELSE t=t+l!LOCATE 7,4:PR INT USING " 
tttt";tsIF THEN PRINT' CHRiH7) ; ; SOSUB 5 

0 ELBE SOUND i,478:G0SUB 60 
40 WENDtGOSUB S0:ENP 
50 C=c+liLOCATE 19,4!PRINT USING 
GOSUB 60:RETURN 


60 PAPER<h< ,K+4;CLS#x:eQSUB 70:FOR d = l TD 
1000:NEXT;PAPER#x, xt CLS#h:60SUB 70:RETU 
RN 

70 LOCATEftK,2,2:PRINTft« ,)<iRETURN 
B0 MODE 1 (PRINT "Triesa "i; tiPRINT:PRINT " 
Correct:"Tc:r-(<c/t*4)-l)*100!PRINT:PRlN 
T "ESP Rating:"jr;PRINT;IF c=0 THEN PR IN 
T "Rubbish!" ELSE IF c>0 AND c<S THEN PR 
I NT "Lower than chance." ELSE IF c>4 AND 
c<8 THEN PRINT "No different from chanc 
e. " 

90 IF c>7 AND C<1Z THEN PRINT "Higher th 
an chance. " ELSE IF c>ll AND c<24 THEN P 
PINT "ESP?" ELSE IF c=24 THEN PRINT "*#! 

II 

100 LOCATE 1,25;PRINT "Another Run? (Y/N 
)";ai=LOWER*CINKEYi>;IF a*="y" THEN RUN 
ELSE IF a4;="n" THEN RETURN ELSE 100 
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Managing fine 


Kenn Garroch casts 


his eye over a new 
disc management 
sys tem from the boys 
at Goldmark. 


T'/rvana is rather an odd name 
/\/for a disc ra^gement system, 
J. T but 1 suppose they had to call it 
something and 'Disc Management 
System’ is rather dulh The facilities 
offered are very useful; indeed, if you 
have ever accidentally erased a file, or 
messed up a copy by inserting the 



wrong disc and forgetting to copy 
protect it, you may wonder how you 
ever managed without it. 

At its simplest level, Nir\'aiia pro¬ 
vides facilities to copy, rename, erase, 
and change the file attributes of files. 


It can also format and copy discs. In 
addition, it provides facilities to read 
the disc map and sectors editor aftd 
save a complete disc to tape. When 
files are saved to an Amstrad or CP/M 
disc, the data is not saved on conse¬ 
cutive sectors as this would cause the 
disc to become clogged up when files 
are erased - the space released may 
not be big enough to accommodate a 
new file. Instead, a map of free sectors 
is known to the directory and the 
saved files are spread over the sectors 
depending on where they are free. 
Reading back the file is simply a 
matter of tracing the sectors via the 
map and reading each in turn; erasing 
the file is just a matter of marking the 
necessary sectors as free. The map 
disc option of Nirvana shows the lay¬ 
out of each file on the disc, giving the 
track and sector numbers used to 
store the file. This can be displayed on 
the screen or sent to the printer. Tliis 
latter option is useful when a file has 
somehow become corrupted and you 
need to trace where it is stored. Using 
the print out and the sector editor, it 
is possible to read all or most of the file 


and possibly to restore it. 

The sector editor allows you to read 
and write the disc at its lowest level. 
ITie contents of each sector are dis¬ 
played in two parts; the lower 256 
bytes and, on pressing f2, the upper 
256 bvtes. The display is in two halves: 
the contents of the sector in hesaded- 
mal numbers (16 rows of 16 num¬ 
bers), and the contents in ASCII char¬ 
acters. Either of these can be edited 
and then saved to the disc, allowing 
almost any form of modification to be 
made. One problem with the editor is 
its lack of instructions, 1 could not find 
a way to exit from it apart from 
turning the Amstrad off - the 
CTRL+SHIFT+ESC is trapped by the 
program so that it does not work. 

The big drawback with trying to use 
the sector editor to correct disc prob¬ 
lems is that you need to know a 
reasonable amount about how the 
disc is set out. Unfortunately, the 
manual - at only eight pages - is very^ 
limited and is particularly lacking in 
information, although it does give a 
few examples on how files and file¬ 
names are stored. Even this is rather 
brief, but almost no information at all 
is given on many of the options. Some 
of these are admittedly quite simple, 
but it would have been nice to see 
more information on disc formats, 
recovering files, discs, etc. 

'fhe tape backup functions take a 
w'hole disc of data and save it to the 
cassette port in around fifteen min¬ 
utes. Other options allow selected files 
to be saved and restored with no user 
intervention. This facility could be 



used either to make backup copies of 
discs or to free disc space, by copying 
rarely used files and programs to tape 
and tlien re-loading them when they 
are needed. 

Nirvana is a software package of the 
type that 1 would consider indispen¬ 
sable for anyone who uses discs a 
great deal. If you do not buy this one, 
you should surely have one that offers 
similar facilities. 


Product: Nirvana 
Producer: Goldmark Systems 
51 Comet Road 
Hatfield 
Hertfordshire 
ALIOOSY 
Tei. 070 727 1529 
Price: £15.00 inc P&P 
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GAZZA’S SUPER SOCCER - SIMPLY SENSATIONAL 


Sup&fb fast action gameplay featuring reai teams from the FootbafI Leagues. 

& Eaich team defined with the correct strips. 

Create your own superieagues, cup competitions and build your strongest squad. 
^ Each player in the team has his own characteristics- skill ievel, speed and 
style of play. The skill level of your team can be improveci through playing well. 
^ Fealistic ball control allowing you to ch^ over, curf round or dribble through 
the opposition. The unique “Boot-O-Meter'' enables youtovaiyihe sirength, height 
and spin of any kick. 

^ Full conirol of comers, free kioks and goal kicks. 

Heading, tackling and fouling. 

^ Full, realislic control of goalkeepers. 

Sup^ one or two player action. 

^ Play in a whole range of league, cup and practice matches or just practice 
pertafties, free kicks and comers. 

The Country s most exciting computer game, endorsed by the country's most 
exciting playerl 

"Don't forget, buy Gazza's Super Soccer. It's the 1 Computer Game." 

Available Ibr Amiga, Atari ST, Spectrum, Amstrad and C64 


4THESTAWieTTS. LAINQON. NORTH THAOe CENTRE. BASILDON, 

ESSEX ssiseoj TELNo.ioereiRdze. rAxiiib.{ciee3)e4U2S 
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Brunword revisited 


Top boffin Phil Craven 
examines Brunning 
Software’s Brunwood 
6128 word processor 
and discovers what 
he’s been missing out 
on all these years. 


much in the dark and I know of none 
that make faJse claims. But isn’t it true 
that all the ads for the type of prograin 
you want make their product sound 
just what you're looking for? So much 
so that it’s difficult to choose between 
them. However, this particular word 
processor has so much incorporated 
into it that at first I thought it wasn’t 
possible and that I’d simply misun¬ 
derstood. if you don't already know, 
you're just not going to believe what I 
am about to tell you. But read on 
because it's absolutely true. 

Remember that we are talking 
about a computer with only 128k of 


memory space. The program is sup^ 
plied on disc which takes less than 15 
seconds to load. When loaded the 
computer contains the word pro¬ 
cessor program itself together with 
space for an eight to ten page docu¬ 
ment, a spell checking program and, 
get this, a 30,000 word dictionary 



which is expandable to 35,000 words. 
TTiiink about it. Let's say that each 
word has an average length of five 
characters which is probably on the 
short side. 5 x 30,000 = 150,000 
(roughly ????) and that’s just the 
unexpanded dictiormry! We don’t 
have that amount of memory in the 
CPCs. You can see why I thought I'd 
got it wrong. In fact it’s done by a 




cessor in blissful ignorance of what 
I've had on my shelf for months. I 
remember it arriving and I did ^ve it a 
cursory glance along with testing it 
out for one of our projects, but that 


you 464 owners rush to leave us, let 
me point out that a 464 version of 
what you are about to read is available. 

A short while ago I had reason to 
look again at Brunword 6128 and what 
I saw amazed me. The more I looked 
the more astounded I became. Now 
I’m not knocking advertisements. In 
fact, without them we w’ould be very 


was all I did. To be fair to myself, 1 do 
remember some not very good publi¬ 
city it attracted a few years ago and so 
I left it to gather dust among my 
infrequently used software. 

How mistaken 1 was. The product is 
Brunning Software's Brunword 6128 
word processor package and before 


T here are often times when I 
cannot believe my own stupidity 
and just recently was 
them. Here I've been, sit tin] 

CPC, frequently using my word pro¬ 
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clever spell checking program and 
method of word storage. And there’s 
more. The word processor has a work 
area which contains the document 
being worked on and a files area which 
can contain as many other documents 
as space will allow. If tliey are short 
documents, then more of tliem can be 
contained. 

All the above is loaded into the 
computer’s memory at the outset, so 
that the program disc need not be 
used again unless the dictionary has 
been modified, when it will need to be 
saved of course, i’ll come back to the 
word processor later, but that’s not all 
that Brunw'ord 6128 has to offer. In¬ 
cluded on the disc is a simple but 
flexible database, or card filing system 
program which allows the creation of 
files suitable for data storage, mail 
merge and label printing. 

Processor 

Before we run through the features 
we would expect in a word processor, 
let me point out a few unexpected 
ones. The screen can be set to 40, 80 
and even 120 column display. Yes, 120 
columns on the screen without any 
sideways scrolling, it’s true you need 
good eyes but it works and can be 
useful with wide carriage printers. 
Encrypting is another unusual fea¬ 
ture. You can enter a code word and 



save your documents to disc in an 
enciphered form. This prevents any¬ 
body else from reading your docu¬ 
ments - including you if you forget 
your original code! By manipulating 
and moving temporary' rulers you can 
actually pick up a paragraph and move 
it across the screen in either direction 
and make it narrower or wider at will. 
As you do it, the whole paragraph 
alters its shape and position in real 
time. Very good for better page lay¬ 
outs. The 'save’ option is also differ¬ 
ent. You get a choice of saving the 
work area or the work + files areas 
together. You could, for instance, be 
cobbling a document together from 
several others in the files area and 
need to break off. You can save the 
whole lot to disc in one go and load up 
again later on. Another unusual trick 
that Brunword 6128 has is its 'group 
files’ printing feature. Using this 
option enables you to print out a 
multipage document, such as a book, 
without the restriction of the work 


area's eight to ten pages. The last trick 
I want to mention in this part is 
Brunword’s ability to eat up words. 
Deleting words isn’t unusual you 
might say and you’d be right but how 
many processors are capable of being 



sick afterwards? Yuk! it’s true. It can 
delete and undelete words. In fact it 
can delete and undelete the whole 
text if memory space pemuts. This 
feature makes a quick and easy 
method of picking up a sentence and 
relocating it somewhere else. Much 
simpler than marking text and then 
moving it. 

It’s not bad, is it? And IVe had this 
program wasting away for months. 
Now we come to the more standard 
word processor features which I’ll 
gloss over pretty quick. As we would 
expect Brunword allows all the usual 
word processor features such as set¬ 
ting left and right margins, tabs, justify 
and unjustify the right margins of 
each paragraph or the whole text, 
centre line, insert, overwrite and so 
on. It also allows the user to redefine 
certain characters which is both ex¬ 
cellent and unusual. Other usual fea¬ 
tures include mark, move and copy 
text, weave text which allows a file to 
be inserted into the text,' find and 
replace plus many more. 

1 don't want to dw'ell on these as 
most of them are common in word 
processors as are the printer func¬ 
tions such as redefining printer con¬ 
trol codes, headers, footers, auto page 
numbering, number of copies, etc. 

Spell checker 

Spell checking programs are not at all 
unusual but what is unique about this 
one is that the dictionary resides in 
the memory- All 30 to 35 thousand 
words of it. This of course makes the 
process very fast indeed, since no disc 
accesses are needed. From writing 
text to starting ±e spell check takes 
just three key presses. With each word 
found that isn't in the dictionary the 
choices Save Edit Help Continue are 
offered. Save will add it to the dic¬ 
tionary, Edit allow's you to alter the 
wron^y spelt word, Help will cause a 
dictionary search for all similar words 
which you can stop as soon as the 
correct one appears. 

A few more key presses and the 
incorrect word is replaced in the text 
by the correct one. Apart from its 


speed this is all standard spell 
checking stuff. What is far from stand¬ 
ard is Brunword’s ability to instantly 
check the spelling of a single selected 
word. It can only happen because the 
dictionary is in the memory. One key 
press (f3} is all that’s needed and the 
word under the cursor is immediately 
checked. As before, all the options are 
available including the replacement of 
the incorrect word in the text. 

The database 

Datafile, w'hich is included on the disc, 
is not only designed to work with 
Brunword for mail merging and label 
printing, but it can also be used as a 
fully fledged database in its own right. 
It is capable of selecting files from any 



number of fields and of sorting them 
alphabetically, numerically and even 
by date. In a nutshell, Datafile is used 
as the main store for such data as 
names, addresses, etc. from which a 
group may be selected to receive 
personalised letters, A Datalink pro¬ 
gram performs the connection be¬ 
tween the word processor and the 
database. 

Overall view 

The word processor alone is very 
impressive, offering many unique fea¬ 
tures, it is fast and easy to use. The 
screen layout is uncluttered and yet 
incorporates all necessary informa¬ 
tion. The spelling checker is superb 
except in one thing, it doesn’t seem to 
like apostrophes. So the word ISN’T, 
for example, is seen as ISN, which of 
course is not in the dictionary. Neither 
do 1 want it in the dictionary in case it 
occurs by mistake in a document and 
the checker won’t spot it. 1 can live 
with that though. The database, whilst 
not in the league of specialised re¬ 
lational databases, is nevertheless ex¬ 
tremely useful as both a file card 
system and as a mail merge/label 
printer file creator. 

Have 1 saved the best bit until last? 
Judge for yourselves. You get a word 
processor, a spell checker and a mail 
merge/database/label printer all in 
one package for only £30. It may 
sound like I’ve just written a very long 
advert for Brunword 6128 but I hav¬ 
en’t, Tmjust so impressed. # 
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Winter’s 

tale 

The Hairy Hacker 
delivers a couple of 
quick ones. 


H appy New Year Already! Blows 
my chance of a decent winter's 
hibernation,. Yes folks, it’s 
Resolution Time, and I’m resolving 
never to publish a duff poke. We’ll see 
how long that one lasts^ won’t we? 

The mail isn't quite up to last mon¬ 
th’s bumper quality, but we’ve a poke 
or two left, and the first one’s coming 
up. 

It comes in an interesting letter 
here from Robert Vale in Gosport. 
Well, the first bits about pressing 'R' 
for the next level in Galactic Plague, 
and ditto with Shift-*A’ in Roland in 
the Caves are pretty dull, but the 
Robocop-bender is a wonderful piece 
of convolution. 

Now this’ll sound a bit tricky, but 
bear with me: when you load a Ro- 
bocop game, there are two bits of 



code: a short bit, followed by a long bit. 
You can hear them going in on a 464, 
but you could use a 6128 as long as 
you’ve got a tape deck with a counter 
on it. 

Play the game as usual, and get on 
to part two. Note the tape counter 
number when the long bit for part two 
begins and then Die on block two - 
This shouldn’t be too tricky. When it 
tells you to rewind to start part one 
again, load the short bit of part one, 
and fast forward to the long bit of part 
two that you noted the number of. If 
all goes well, part two will load, if it 
doesn’t, there's not a lot I can do about 
it. 

When you’re loaded up, there wiU 
be no energy or life counter but don’t 
worry because all you can do is fire. 
Now sap away until all the bullets have 
run out, and then you get to load block 
two again. Do it properly this time, i.e. 
load both the little bit and the big bit of 
part two and stand back and admire in 
amazement; no life counter, and imm¬ 
ortality! Very nice Rob, though 1 find 


the idea of shooting the woman you're 
supposed to be rescuing if you have 
less than half energy a little disturb¬ 
ing. 

It is, however, a kludge with more 
twists than an earhole, and wins the 
Albert Pringle Prize for Extreme Ob¬ 
scurity. Never heard of Albert Prin¬ 
gle? Don’t worry', he’s pretty obscure. 
You’ll get somethin’ for it, Rob. 

By the way, if anyone else sends m 
Galactic Plague or Roland in the Caves 
pokes, I'll SCReAm! 

To wrap up this month’s rather brief 
effort here are a couple of bits that 
didn’t make it into my Christmas 
Grotto last issue - Blasteroids and 
Speedzone pokes. 


1 ’SPEEDZONE hacks 

2 'by John Girvin 

3 ’August 1989 

4 ’ 

10 MEMORY &A1PF:M0DE 1 
20 LOAD"1 speedy ”,&A200 
30 POKE &A267,&C3:POK£ &A268,0 
40 POKE &A269 ,&A0 ; addr-ScAOOO 
50 RESTORE 
60 READ bytes 

70 IF byte$ = "SPEEDZONE'’ THEN CALL 5(A200 
80 POKE addr,VAL(”&"+byte$) 

90 addr=addr+l;GOTO 60 

j 100 ’ 

110 ’Inf* lives 
120 DATA 3e,a7,32,32,28 
130 'Invulnerability 
140 DATA af,32,ed,27 
150 ’ 

160 ’leave 1800-200 in 
170 ' 

180 DATA 11,38,bf*d5,a4,48,4c,46 
190 DATA 08,89,21,00,20,e9 
200 DATA SPEEDZONE,4a 


1 'BLASTEROIDS hack 

2 ’By John Girvin 

3 ’June 1989 

4 ’ 

10 RESTORE;addr=&310 
20 READ bYte$ 

30 IF bYte$="MUKOR" THEN MODE 1:CALL &310 
40 POKE addr,VAL{’’&"+byte$) 

50 addr=addr+l 
60 GOTO 20 

70 DATA 21,00,01,11,00,02,3e,16 
80 DATA cd,al,bc,21,24,03,22,05 
90 DATA 01,c3,00,01,21,58,21,36 
100 DATA 00,a4,48,4c,46,06,89,c3 
110 DATA 24,13,MUKOR 

_ 
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DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 

from M.J.C. SUPPLIES 


DISC GAMES 


MJC SPECIAL 
Xenon 

RRP £14.99, Our Price £9.95 
Offer ends 31/1/90 

Batman The Movie ... 10.95 

Carrier Cortimand .. 12.95 

DoubI e Dragon . — 10.95 

Dragon Spirit. .. 10,95 

Dynamite Dux . 10.95 

Toobifi' ... 10.95 

Mr. Heli . 10.95 

New Zealand Story .. 10-95 

Passing Shot . 10,95 

Pictionary ... 14,95 

Platinum ThriiI Time Vol. 1 . 12.95 

Powerdrifl .. 10.95 

Purple Saturn Day . .10,95 

RockStar Ate My Hammer . 10.95 

Scapeghost. . .14.95 

Scrabble De Luxe (6128} . 10,95 

Footbailerofthe Year2 .. 10,95 

Star WarsTrilogy . . ,.14.95 

Galaxy Force. ..... ,. 10.95 

TolkienTriloey . ....12.95 

Coin-Op Hite . 14.95 


CORNIX SOFTWARE 

CARD INDEX: 

An eaEV to C 3 fd ifldeJc iia-fa retTfei/if 
progiwn. tesr fcr ftasic 
rBguin£i.r?fCnCS 

CAS$i 19 96 . DISC: Z 4 . 9 ^ 

SIMPLE ACCOUNTS: 

(e be esjy to use ftw with 
w HD frnobKfecfee of coTHfi/ten or accounts. 
W r SJtes end Cffitfer iip ia 

^ user bef\neii dassificadoni. 

CAS&i ^. 95 . DISC; 3 ^ 9 ^ 

JOB ESTIMATOR: 

AiitMO' flf .smaU cundratior i*fho iwedls to 
pfpMJtfe qurtih^y end nestfy. tdeO^ 

for smphU MdEra. buckteym. piesSerefS ilc. 
DlSC(mLY ;39 95 

PHODIJCT COSTING: 

Sfrnrf^r to Esbrndtor but aimed at nmits- 
fectarer^ or those prododng a prodtic-t tof 

DISC ONLY: 

fuii ^a^otions 0^ Aii CoimfJC Prodixts 
evei^dte free of sipOfl request 


DISC SERIOUS 


Pretext ..... ...17.95 

Prospell-. .. .........16.95 

Promerge...... . 16.95 

Arnor Filer .. ,,..18.95 

ArnorOffice Suite . . . 26.95 

Taswwl6128. . 23.95 

Taspell . ,.12,95 

T asphnt.. .... 10,95 

Tascopy . 10.95 

Tasdiaiy . 10.95 

tassign 6128 . ..23.95 

QuairtasPlusV.S..., . . . 14-95 

Qualitas Font Library ... 11,95 

QualitasCPM + Utilities Disk .........8.95 

French Mistress .. 16.95 

German Master .. 16.95 

Spanish Tutor ... ,,.16.95 

Masterfile HI Database . 29.95 

MastercalC 128-,.. . .25.95 

Matrix Spreadsheet Plus .. ,29,95 

Stoekmarhet ... 25,95 

Stop Press Desktop Publishing.....34,95 

Extra Extra . 19.95 

Maxam (Assembler/Diss). . .,18-95 

Poke Easy Plus. .. 14.95 

Mini Office II....13.95 

Rodos Extra Disk.. .... 8.95 

Advanced Art Studio ......19.95 

At Last Pius ... 29.95 

Supercaic2 . 44.95 

AmorC Compiler ... 39.95 

Maxam il. .. 39.95 

Fortran .. ..39.95 

Nevada Cobol ...— 39.95 

Hisoft Devpac SO .. 39.95 

Hisoft Pasca 180.. .. .39.95 

Hisoft CCompiler .. 39.95 

1arikev2 Finger Typing . 19.95 

I an key Crash Course . 19.95 


EDUCATIONAL 


Animal, Mineral, Vegetable .1 1.95 

World Wise . . 11.95 

Answetteack Junior Quiz ■— 7.95 

Factfile's (require Answerback Quiz} 
ArithmeSc /0'JJyeaf;^.,.„.,7.95 

Spelling J yearsj .. 7,95 

Sports fS-llyee'/isJ... . 7,95 

Fun School 1 lOpngramf per disc 

For 2-5 years .. 7.95 

For 5-8 years -- .7.95 

For 8-12 years, .. .,7.95 

Fun School 2 9 programs per cfiec 


MJC SPECIAL 
PraiextCPM: 

Full version tficluding^ell cJieiiJting remI powerfirf 
mail^nrir^ routines 

RRP £5995 

our PRICE JUST£39.95 


Fcir2-6 years .. 

. 9,95 

For 6-8 years . . . 

.......9.95 

For 8-12 years.... 

. 9,95 

French Mistress {12-achdt}. 

...L5.95 

German Master .. 

.15-95 

Spanish Tutor.,... 

..,.15,95 

' ItalianTutor . 

. 15,95 


ACCESSORIES 


D KT 54K Memory Exp .. 45.95 

AMX Mouse + Interface . 39,95 

Multi^ce 11 Plus .... .4^2.95 

Prifiler Lead IM ..... 8,95 

Printer Lead 1.5M. .... 9.95 

Printer Lead 2.0M. .. 10.95 

3" Oise Cleaner .... .6.95 

Amstrad RS232 Interface.........55.95 

Mono Screen FiIter ... 12.95 

Colour Screen Filter . 14.95 

Comp Pro 5(X)0 Joystick . 13.95 

Quickshot Tu rbo Joy stick .. 9,95 

Cruiser Joystick ... ..9.95 

464 Monitor Ext Leads .. .6.95 

6128 Monttcr Ext Leads . 7.95 

1000 Fanfold Labels . 6.95 

Second Drive Lead.... .. 7.95 

AMX Mouse + Art Software . 59.95 

AMX Mouse + Stop Press .. .69,95 

464 Dust cover (Mono/Col) . ....7.95 

612S Dust Cover (Mono/Col) .. 7.95 

KDS5*/4"a00K. Disc Drive 

(state 464/6128). . 149,95 

KDS 8 bit Printer Port,..,. . 18.95 

Advance Art Studio -i- Mouse .. 49.95 


RIBMHIS 

Quantity 

Pttnter 1 2 S 

DMP 2000/2160.3.50 6,00 14.00 

PanssonielOBO/lMl 3,95 7.00 16.00 

Citizen 120D.„....3.95 7,00 15.00 

StarLClOffflack).3,96 7.00 15,00 

MiCfOrPl65/200.,.,...,..495 fl.M 13,00 
Star LCIO CiJiciiJf.5.96 11.00 — 

maxeluaksoft 

CF2Diw 

5 for £13.00; 10 for £23-93 
PLEASE CALL FOR AVAILABILITY 


CASSETTE BASED 


Mini Office 2 0.95 

Maxam 464 . 15.95 

ProtEXt464. .. 15.95 

Tasword464 .. 15.95 

German Master464 ... .14.95 

French Mistress 464 . ,,..,...14.95 

Answerback JN fl Quiz .. . .. 8.95 

Italian Tutor .. .,..,14.95 

Spanish Tutor .. .,14,95 


ALL ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE VAT, POSTAGE & PACKING IN THE UK. 
THE ABOVE SOFTWARE IS ONLY FOR THE AMSTRAD CPC RANGE 


Quell Pacl(V.2 

77re Print Enhencement Package 
Qualitas PlusV.2 
KDS 8-bit printer port 
RRP 06.90 
Package Price £34.95 
Quail Pack Extra V. 2 
Qualitas Plus V.2 
KDS Srbit prirter pprt 
Qualitas font library 
RRP £51.85 Our Price £44-50 


PRINT COLOUR GRAPHICS! 

>1 f JIast i/ B possible te get colour screen 
dumps from a 612Si 
Colourdump 2 is 0\/ailabfe exeSusiveiy 
from MJC Supplies. Will takes standard 
screen fUe from dfe Advanced Art Studio 
Of ereaiecf ivftft A/nn Art and Prints Ol/t in 
M celiHir on s Star LCIO colour printer. 
Also works on Epson Compattties. fine. 
Dmp 2.000/2160) with coloured 
ribiws. 

CelouT Damp 2 £12.95 
Advanced Aft Studh £19.95 
Star LCiO coteur priniter£229.^ 


BOOKS MANUALS H 

Adu Amstrad Graphics .............. 

. 7.95 

Mastering Machine Code .. 

.....8.95 

Programming the ZSO .... 

1 

...19-95 

1 1 


ROM BASED 


Pretext ....... .27.95 

Prospeli .. 22.95 

Promerge +.. 22.95 

Maxam ... 27.95 

Maxam 1,5 . ,.20.95 

Utopia ... 20,95 

BCPL ..... 21 .95 

Rodos.. . 28.95 

Cage Rom {state which I/Face) . 31.95 

Rombo (If pu rchased witfi ROM) 28.95 
KDS Rom Board (holds 6) . 24.95 


eWNTEDS 

All Otirtera liSttKl liavie a tsfi TrtCh column 
carriage ar>d acceptPMUnous prairie 
sheet paner. They arc Epson compatible am3 
have a corTtreniCiliei'flltel interiace and art 
supplied Wilh the csbie reqjirad tor 
comihJter. Ptick shown include VAT. 
dfilive^V by Royal MaH Insured Parcel (wtikh 
laHs7-IQ days^ and 12 rriorfli Telum taus' 
Ruarantee. 

ForCpurierf dHfPlfth. idd £5.00 for Ofl-lJle 
'call-Diri" Wimintv, add 15,00 

□TIZEN 12 W 

A cheap. £psPtt FX giving a 

F-tftg-e fflf fexf itzies effects in draft nwde. 

and a ftmitea range in Near L^er QwiiHy- 

£139-05 

pAHASOlilCPOtP- lOBl 
Weli buitt and refistte. offers M me nnd 

effects iff the I2<i 0. ba! dffers NLQ 
in ati comtfinahons. 

£199,99 

STARlX-lOMlil 

On j paf mi!fi fhe Fa^sonjC /dr fitwW. spead 
andftiLQ ^ different 

NLQ SCk^CS afitf docsbie hiigfrt aswetias 
dxibie Width terf. Gfea#vJi^ hormone/. 

£179.99 

STARUC-lOirtKK 

idantiC^ but 25% taster 

£199.95 

STAR LC-lO CULDUft 

on dje LC40 Wfr / tmt ottefi seven 
Pssif cotos- tfyou requiw coiour 
graphics, ptesse caU hrtttbradvke. 

£229.9Q 

5TJyiiC£4-10 

^4 PJVF verabff 0^ tde ic-l 0. offeringgfef 
tojft output inimefhve Jeffer sfjrites. 
^vaiiabte irt cmtttinatioft wYJfi aU Ihe uSo9i 

DwCjyin^ bb0 $hmkfw fitso avaii^die. Caii 
fkst tofirdv'ice ffyiia f^ijoire output 

£259.99 

CITIZEN 9WIIFT 24 

FAsrJJfm d^ir^ aW ffte uSU^/ sizes ^ 
effects front tocjr letter qaaitty fonts. ^Ay W 

\jLi^ control pinet Tifitb LCD Oiipiey. Pieise 

caH for advice if you reauinc fiirap^i'cs outbid- 

£359.95 


VtSA 


Overseas Orders IVeicom^ - Please write for details i-r 

WE ARE NOW IN OUR FIFTH YEAR OFSPECIALISiNG iN AMSTRAD MAIL ORDER, OUR POLICY iSTO PROVIDE J^E WIDEST RANGE AT 
DISCOUNT PRICES WITH A FAST TURN AROUND TIME- TRY OUR SERVICES WITH CONFIDENCE 

CALLERS WELCOME: Mon-Fri, 9 to 5, Sat lOto 4 

PLEASE SEND CH£QUES/POs TO; 

.J.C. SUPPLIES, (ACU) 



40a Queen Street, Hitching Herts SG4 9TS 
Tel- (0462) 432897,420847 or 421415 for enquiries and Credit Card orders. 

' ' ' PB(M««ETORM.J.COOPEfi 
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We take a sneak preview of the big game 
releases of 1990 as well as shooting the rapids 
with Toobin\ burning the tarmac with Power 
Drift and Hard Drivin'and busting a few 




iNE} 


Batim-IteM 

Ocean 


Paperkiy 

Encore 


evil spirits in the game from Ghostbusters II. 





Avoid those crocs and 
pick up the cans as you 
race down the river on 
an inflated tube. 




This well ’ard driving 
simulation comes hot 
wheeling from the 
arcades to the CPC. 


moHisi 

Torch those spooks as 
you dangle down a hole 
on a rope. Sounds a bit 
tricky? Don't worry, it is. 




Pictionary, Power Drift, Moonwalker and 

War Machine. 






CFa2)'Cais 


(1) 

Hit Squad 
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lortCW 


(NE) 

Hit Squad 
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IffinTllltflffi 


(6) 

Code Masters 
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lop Cun 


(5) 

Hit Squad 
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Ellipse 


(NE) 

Hit Squad 
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)lig29 


(4) 

Code Masters 

II 


K^IWsUPrii 


(NE) 

Alternative 

11 


BalmaiiSD 


(3) 

Hit Squad 

12 


Stiaobi 


(NE) 

Virgin 

1! 


QiosIsanlWiis 


(NE) 

Encore 

11 


PcierDi 


(NE) 

Activision 

15 


Cobra 


(NE) 

Hit Squad 

11 
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(11) 

Titus 

1) 


ffiibaU 


(NE) 

Hit Squad 

11 


DnimMitja 
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Ocean 
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IliealreEiiiti;( 


(NE) 

Summit 

21 


Enlffli^slnleiiialiid 

Soccer 


(17) 

Audiogenic 
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D o you have the skill to 
put Rolf Harris to 
shame? Is Tony Hart 
just a Johnny come lately? 
Or is your drawing 
reminiscent of the time you 
brought up that Indian curry 
after downing fifteen pints 
of John Smith's Super 
Strength Lager? 

Well, if it is tiie former, 
then you will be a dab hand 
at Pictionary. If you happen 
to belong to the latter 
category, like me, you can 
still play but your team will 




Amaze your friends and impress your 
neighbours with your drawing 
dexterity thanks to this board game 
conversion. 


subjects (all play, difficult, 
action, object and person^ 
place/anima!) containing 
li,560 individual topics in aU. 
With the vagaries of human 
drawing, it will be some time 
before tedious repetition 
sets bi. 

The instructions are not 
particularly comprehensive, 
leavuig the players to find 
their w'ay around initially. 


But, as I said, you can dig up 
a few carrots and spuds out 
of the garden and play with 
them, so getting the hang of 
it does not take long. 

To aid in the drawing pro¬ 
cess on screen, there is an 
art package, of sorts, which 
features fills and patterns, 
ellipses and boxes. The 
trouble is that you will not 
have the time to draw very 
decorative pieces. 

Pictionary is a fun game, 
but what makes it fun is the 
human interaction. You do 
not get the computer chort¬ 
ling with laughter at your 
feeble attempts to dra\v, and 
even if you did, you would 
probably be tempted to 
shove the disc tlirough the 
monitor. 

You need at least four 
people to make the most of 
the game, and, if you have 
that many, you may as well 
play the boardgame. 

Mark Luckham 


certainly not be letting you 
do the drawing. 

Pictionar)' is purported to 
be the 'in! game for yuppies, 
foliow'ing on from Trivial 
Pursuit, but it is aimed at a 
slightly wider market - any¬ 
one who can speak can play. 
Brainpower is not required. 
This is a multi-player game 
and a conversion of a board 
game, but one person can 
play on tlieir own, if they 
happen to be so unsociable, 
or so physically repugnant 
as not to have any friends. 

In teams of a minimum of 
tw'o people, you must pro¬ 
gress around the board, try¬ 
ing to guess what your part¬ 
ner is drawing, WTen the 
opposition get theirs wrong, 
you must try to guess that 
too. Cards are supplied, al¬ 
though somewhat minia¬ 
turised so it helps to be able 
to read, and these contain 
various colour-coded 

categories that denote sub¬ 
jects. The colours on the 
board (on screen) deter¬ 
mine what type of obiect the 
‘artist' is going to attempt to 
depict before the timer runs 
out. Easy enough if it hap¬ 
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pens to be a dog and the 
artist does not suffer from 
Parkinson’s Disease, but 
some of the more cunning 
cards will have you drawing 
an elephant, which will have 
people jabbing the space bar 
to indicate they know what 
it is, only to get it wrong as 
you add the arrow that 
points to the elephant's 
tusk. There are five general 
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n my tbie, which has 
been a very, very long 
time indeed, as I am in 
fact a pan-dimensional 
reviewer from Ursa Minor, I 
have seen hundreds, thou¬ 
sands, nay countless num¬ 
bers of racing games. Such a 
number indeed, that if they 
were stacked one* atop an¬ 
other on your planet knom 
as Earth, then the pile would 
stretch so far into space that 
it would prod the Sun itself, 
causing such a solar flare 
that all life on the planet as 
you, me, or even my inter- 
dimensional milkman know 
it, would end. So do not do it 
Earthlings. 

But now I have the 
immeasurable pleasure of 




A ciJpverston of the popular tnin-op 
wh'ch has you racing up ramps ar?d 
round corners with breathtaking 
speed. 

being able to report that I 
have seen a racing game 
that is different from all the 
others, so different and un¬ 
naturally exciibig tliat the 
essence of your very being 
will tremble and tingle, and 
induce a w'cak-at-the-knees 
feeling. 

That pme is called Power 
Drift f and is from one of your 
own Earth companies; one 
that goes by the name of 
Activision. Power Drift is an 
arcade conversion, that is 
beyond the Amstrad CPC’s 
ability to reproduce, and yet 
it has been, 

There are twenty-seven 
sections of track, with six 
selectable locations, and a 
choice of twelve different 
drivers. And different they 
are too; not only do they 
have their own little picture, 
but they drive at different 
speeds, or would if you 
drove the car to its full po¬ 
tential. 

Racing over a mighty four 


Equally, however, unlike 
many driring games, a ful!- 
speed collision with another 
driver’s rear end is far from 
fatal; rather it is just as likely 
to run them off the road as it 
is you. 

The graphics and speed of 
the racing are all very good, 
and the gameplay is quite 
difficult, which makes a 
first-three placing a real 
achievement. Practice 
makes life easier, but it is 
good to see that the game is 
well balanced enough to 
give encouragement with¬ 
out being easy. 

Personally, I would have 
thought that mere Earth 
programmers w'ould have 
had a difficult task conver¬ 
ting the heaving gameplay of 
Power Drift to the humble 
CPC, but the coders at Ac¬ 
tivision have done a quite 
splendid job, 

Mark Lyn^ham 



M-UP 


Power Drift 



Activision | PfljCi | ^9.99 

89% 

70%9I% 

90% 

1 GRAFfIK 

1 riAfiuiY 

OM 


laps, the course strays this 
way and that, up hill and 
over dale and, strangest of 
all, along roller-coaster-like 
sections of elevated track. A 
slip here leads to an un¬ 
pleasant demise below! Your 
buggy has high and low gear 
settings as normal, and ac¬ 
celeration and brakes, al¬ 
though should you stop ac¬ 
celerating, you start to slow 



down. Unlike those in the 
recent Connnentnl Circus, 
the opposing drivers here go 
hell for leather, so finishing 
in the first three positions, 
which is necessary to ad¬ 
vance to the next stage, is 
far from easy. When the 
drivers in front start slewing 
around and you are on an 
elevated 'section trouble is 
only a few revs away. 
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Y 'ou’ve heard the rne* 
lodv, read the book, 
seen the movie, eaten 
the reviews in sheer desper¬ 
ation and, just when you 
thought it was remotely safe 
to utter the word 'bad' in 
normal conversation again - 
sitting on your lap is US 
Gold’s home computer ver¬ 
sion of Moonwalker “as en¬ 
dorsed by the Superstar 
himself'. 

WelU now youVe got it, 
load up and give it a whirl. It 
might not be quite as bad 
(no pun intended) as you 
thought. Surprisingly en¬ 
ough, it isn’t. 

As you may well imagine, 
with Mr Jackson’s name be¬ 
hind the game, it is a glossy, 
well turned out production 
with gimmicks a-plenty 
taken from the original film 
set which all come together 
in the form of a four-part 
chase 'thriller’ (Oh dear, 
dear). 

But wait for it. Before you 
even get a chance to make a 
grab for the joystick, the 
cassette loading sequence 
will give you a sneak pre¬ 
view of the goodies in store 
as Michael Jackson’s feet 




Wacko Jacko fans will love this one as 
their hero plods round a nriaze 
collecting a rabbit costume. 



Jackson after all. 

Lying in wait to ambush 
you in your quest are such 
ghoulish adversaries as 
granny and her grandson, 
the cowboys on horseback, 
the beefy Biff brothers and 
last, but by no means least, 
some fiendish Japanese 
tourists. 

In line with Mr Jackson’s 
glitzy pop career, instead of 
losing a life each time you 
are outwitted by a baddie, 
they rob you of one of your 
precious platinum discs. 
Starting off with the grand 


total of twenty, your discs 
are meant to last throughout 
all four levels. 

A handy radar screen 
helps to guide you through 
these preliminary stages 
and good information dis¬ 
plays are provided through¬ 
out the slick set changes 
(loading delays omitted}. 

In the higher levels, you 
actuaDy get your hands on a 
gun, so make the most of it 
and get your own back on 
the goons who have been 
chasing you around. 

At the end of the day, 
Moonwalker isn't a bad little 
mover. 'Die game is weD- 
de signed with high quality 
graffix, but there is one ma¬ 
jor drawback. At the risk of 
bringing the wrath of avid 
Jackson fans onto myself, I 
would urge all non-believers 
to play the game with the 
sound off. It actually is ‘bad’ . 

Chris Knight 


strut their funky stuff across 
a spotlit dancefloor. 

In fact, this is one of the 
game's more infuriating 
points. It takes almost as 
long to load, taking in all the 
intro humph and level load- 
as-you-go system, as it does 
to play , 

But, all this aside, once 
you reach the starting 


blocks, racing around the 
maze on level one is a pleas¬ 
ure with the joystick. The 
first objective is to find the 
various sections of a rabbit 
costume which will enable 
you to slope off in disguise 
to the next stage on a con¬ 
cealed motorcycle. Rather 
unorthodox you might 
think, but then, it is Michael 
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provide an atmosphere to 
help you take oh the role of 
the good guy marine. Not to 
mention a whole host of bio¬ 
technological baddies. 

Colourful, well-defined 
graphics and a nicely pro¬ 
duced sound backing all add 
to the subterranean air of 
the game and should you, by 
some stroke of ill fortune 
lose a life, you certainly 
know about it. 

War Machine is certainly 
not designed with five 
minute playarounds in 
mind. This is one you will 
stick to, and, each time you 
get a little further, there may 
well be two thoughts float¬ 
ing around your space hel- 
meted skull: (1) I joined the 
inariiies for the lifestyle, 
nobody every w’amed me 


Avoid the acid baths as you trip your 
vav around Asteroid XR27B arnied 

if ■■ 

,h a plasma blaster. 



n space no-one can hear 
you scream. That may be 
-*.so, but in this serious 
down every alien in 
sight or the world's for it’ 
budget blockbuster from 
Players, each time you inad¬ 
vertantly take a dip in the 
abundant add baths on As¬ 
teroid XR27B, your pained 
expostulations are dearly 
printed in bold type across 
the top of the screen just to 
remind you. And boy does it 
hurt. 

Asteroid XR27B may 
sound Lke the latest in a 
long line of souped-up, glori¬ 
fied Ford Escorts but, in 
reality, it is a strategically 
important mining install¬ 



ation which has been over¬ 
run by Earth's sworn ene¬ 
mies, the Alien Syndicate, 

At this very moment, 
under the leadership of their 
evil queen, plans are being 
made to fit Earth with a 
large pair of concrete overs¬ 
hoes and push her off the 
end of the galactic pier. 
Armed only wdth a plasma 
blaster, a couple of grenades 
and a secret weapon which 
you have to collect and put 
together on the way, your 
mission is to thwart this 
grisly plot and kill the evil 
queen so that we earthlings 


can once again sleep easily 
in Suburbia, 

Sound good? It isn’t half 
bad. 

Before getting down to 
the serious alien bashing, 


you would do w^ell to try out 
a few reconnaissance mis¬ 
sions to get used to the maze 
of caverns under the As¬ 
teroid's surface. 

Once you have got your 
bearings, entry to higher 
levels is achieved using the 
tried and tested key to the 
door routine. 

But finding these entry 
portals can be tough at first 
and don't go rushing 
through any of them head¬ 
long; you just don’t know 
what is going to be on the 
other side to greet you. 

Movement around the 
combat zone is relatively 
smooth and enjoyable using 
the joystick, although timing 
is all important for those 
diagonal leaps from crevice 
to crevice in the caves. Just 
when you are getting a little 
too casual about it; whoops... 
oh look, it's an acid bath.. 

Flicking through the play 
instructions, you will also 
find a note about scaling the 
many ladders within the 
complex. Take heed, it saves 
a lot of frustration later on. 


as I found to my expense. 

War Machine’s game plan 
may not be entirely original, 
but there are some nice 
touches in this extra¬ 
terrestrial combat which 


about this and, (2) Isn’t 
there anything I can do to 
inflict large amounts of pain 
on those acid baths. 

Giirif 
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FUTURE SHOCK 


A new year dawns, and a new 
decade beckons. Jus t what have 
those software ho uses got up 
their sleeves fo r the CPC game- 
ster this year? W ell, despite a 
great reluctance o n the part of 
the bigger companies, to give 
away their secrets, the ACU spy 
ring has compiled the following 

dossier which must be memori- 
sed and destroyed. 



Accolade 


If you’re a fan of the Jack 
Nicklaus series of golf games 
ihen JN Championship 
Courses and JN Interna¬ 
tional Courses will have 
your wallel quivering with 
dismay. That’s it at the mo¬ 
ment from Accolade, the 
only other contender for the 
Access card being Test 
Drive il - The Duel which 
was due to have been 
released in December, with 
car and course expansion 
discs shortly afterwards. 


Activision 


Well, Fighter Bomber had 
been delayed yet again as 1 
penned this tome, so there’s 
a chance that it will be in the 
shops by tire time you read 
this. If not ring up Activision 
and ask why not. 

Equally, Galaxy Force 
was scheduled for mid- 
December, but might hit a 
snag. What you definitely 
won’t see until late on this 
year are the three big coin¬ 
op licences that Activision 
has bagged. Dragon's Breed 


from I REM is by the same 
team who wrote the 
blockbuster R-Type, and 
continues tlie action. Ninja 
Spirit is also from IREM, and 
can be expected to chop and 
kick its way into the shops 
for Easter. 

Afornjc Robok/d is a niega 
shoot ’em up from the Jap 
coin-op outfit UPL, and is 
probably a Christmas 
release. 


Audiogenic 


That old dog Emiyn Hughes 
has let Audiogenic abuse his 
name for the sake of cash 
again, with the release of 
Eaiiyn Hu^es Arcade Quiz 
in January/February. All the 
excitement of pub quiz 
games can be yours {except 
that you can’t win any 
money of course), with ad¬ 
ded arcade action to wake 
you up between questions. 

Sounds great doesn’t it. 
Never niind, Wreckers is a 
spring release that sports 
isometric S-D screens in a 
space station. Written by 
Denton Designs, it’s an ar¬ 
cade adventure wherein you 
fend off an invasion of slime . 
Could be worth w-aiting for. 

Now' then, what is the best 
footy game on the CPC? 


Emiyn Hughes International 
Soccer of course. Until we 
see what Kick Off looks like 
on the CPC anj'way. With 
.^nco racing to produce 
Flayer Manager, can Audio¬ 
genic beat it by getting 
Super League Manager out 
first? Not only do you man¬ 
age a team in the time ho¬ 
noured tradition, but you 
can link up with Interna¬ 
tiona! Soccer to play out the 
matches arcade style. 
Audiogenic is hoping to 
have it out in the Spring. 


CDS 


Only one CPC title pending 
from CDS at the moment, 
though conversions and 
budget releases are ex- 
f^cted as the year pro¬ 
gresses. The title to be defi¬ 
nitely released is European 
Soccer League, which gives 
you the chance to do what 
the English clubs can’t at 
the moment: play foreig¬ 
ners. Due to be released late 
January'. 


CRL 


The main thrust of CRE’s 
releases will be 16-bit, but 
there are going to be con¬ 
versions to the CPC, A col¬ 
lection for Cliristraas and 



Fighter Bomber, 
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face of V 
planet X \ 
where a 

RESCUE MIS 
SION IS IN 
PROGRESS. 


No? You’H probably like Wild 
Sfreefs then. This is you 
versus the Mafia, whicli 
sounds a bit one-sided no 
tnatter how good you are 
with a joystick. Stomp dowti 
Uie streets of Long Island, 
over 30 levels of action, fi¬ 
ghting big wobbly sprites, 


and admiring the black pan¬ 
ther that comes to your help 
when the going gets tough. 
Reality? Naahhh, 

Althougfi the powers that 
be over in the French HQ of 
Titus are still pondering it, 
there’s a pretty good chance 
that the go ahead will be 
given to Cra^y Cars HI. 
which if produced will be 
shipped in September. On 
the Empire label you can 
look forward to the conver¬ 
sion of the book King Yan¬ 
kee, which sounds more like 
a Microprose game, but 
what do I know. Actually an 


Wild Streets. 


enormous amount since 1 
have a brain the size of a 
very large galaxy, but that 
isn’t the point. 

Another game tliat is still 
being mooted is called 
Pipeworks, but everyone at 
Ent Int seems to be con¬ 
fused about that one at the 
moment. 


u 


^ I 




I'wo big names are in the 
Grjindslain chrysalis at the 
moment, but will they 
emerge as beautiful butter¬ 
flies, or dingy moths? Watch 
out for Space Hairier II and 
Scranih/e Spiiits for some 
(hopefully) nose biting ar¬ 
cade excitement. 

Sometime in '90 you will 
have the opportunity to 
embark on a voyage of dis¬ 
covery' with the Seven Gates 
of Jambala. ITiis is believe it 
or not, a scrolling (vertical 
and horizontal) arcade 
game with you trying to es¬ 
cape from a cave system 
while fighting off very large 
animated monsters. 

Grandslam was also hop¬ 
ing to have its own footy 
game in the shops before 
Christmas, but if it didn't 
make it, you can expect to 
see Liverpool - The Game 
sometime soon. 


erceptor 


You're in the army now, nah- 
na-nah, you’re in the army 
noiv. January sees the 
launch of (4ssaulr Course, 
which is of course a sociopo¬ 
litical treatise on toxocaria- 


Ferrarl Fortnutal. 

the New Year is Burning 
Rubber, which consists of 
Formula One, Endurance 
and Juggernaut. All good fun 
for Yorkic fans: On the other 
hand you could go on a pixie 
quest in 7ower of Light, 
which is due for release in 
January'. This one is all 
about defeating the Dark 
Lord, by finding the Crown 
of Endi! and slapping it onto 
some sucker's head. 


Domark 


American Football with ro¬ 
bots? it might sound like a 
dreadful Japanese cartoon, 
but there is actually an ar¬ 
cade game called Cyberbail 
that is just that, and Domark 
is going to bring you the 
CPC version of it. Timed to 
coincide with the Super- 
bowl, which will give Dom¬ 
ark's production team a 
hard time if nothing else, the 
game boasts over 100 offen¬ 
sive and defensive plays. 

If that sounds strange, 
then Escape From the 
Planet oI the Robot Mon¬ 
sters is distinctly off the 
beaten banana. This is a 
Tengen coin-op where you 
join the heroes on the sur¬ 
face of Planet X, where a 
rescue mission is in pro¬ 
gress. In true comic book 


style an army of Reptilons 
are forcing the humans 
stationed there to create an 
army of evil robots w'hose 
mission is the very destruc¬ 
tion of the planet Earth! It 
sounds like a larf, but we'll 
probably have done the job 
for them by the next century 
anyway. The release date on 
this one is early 1991). Which 
tells you not a lot 1 know, but 
Domark obviously hadn't 
even started programming, 
never mind having an idea 
when they were going to 
finish. 


ElectronicAi 


Not a lot is forthcoming from 
the DK offspring of one of 
the world’s largest enter¬ 
tainment software compan¬ 
ies. Just Ferrari Formu/a 1, 
to add to tlie seemingly huge 
number of racing games al¬ 
ready on the market. 


Entertainment 

Internitfional 


From the Titus people y'ou 
can look forward to the 
world’s first ray traced ar¬ 
cade game. Dark Century. 
Welt, their words not mine, 
since someone at Ent Int 
seems to have forgotten 
about Maelstrom’s Wbtly- 
0g. PR flannel aside, Dark 
Century features six fully 
programmable armoured 
assault vehicles, a one or 
simultaneous two player 
mode, and 3D ray traced 
graphics. 

For fans of beat 'em ups, 
haven't you had enough yet? 


Amstrad ItserFebroary 


Page 35 
























































































IMH 



sis in the community. Or is it 
a horizontally scrolling army 
assault course with large 
graphics? You never can tell. 
Further up the line in Feb¬ 
ruary there’s MiG Busters, 
which is a fly and die, slightly 
Afterburner perspective, 
blaster; US Stunt Driver 
Challenge, which is a hori¬ 
zontally scrolling road race 
with ramps and obstacles; 
and then there’s yet another 
footy management game, 


MiG Busters. 

Superieague Soccer Man¬ 
ager. i wonder if this one is 
going to be any good be¬ 
cause every single one from 
last year was complete 
rubbish. It’ll cost you £8,99 
to find out, unless you read 
the review in ACIJ first of 
course* 


Microprose 


Who would have thought 
that Microprose, a. company 
renowned for taking forever 
to carefully sculpt its games 
before deigning to release 
them to the unwashed mas¬ 



ses, would have a release 
scheduled comparable to 
Ocean or US Gold? Not me 
for one. Not until Micro- 
prose bought out Telecom- 
soft, acquiring three labels 
in the process, just as it 


launched two new ones of 
its ovra. Anyway, look for¬ 
ward to i?af Pack, a sequel to 
Atbome Ranger which fea¬ 
tures four programmable 
soldiers - available in March 
or April. Then there’s Star- 
Zone/, a space epic from Mike 
Singleton, based on his FBM 
game, due for release in 
May, and Oriental Games, 
featuring lots of slanty eyed 
belly wrestling. 

Thanks to the great suc¬ 
cess of Geoff Crammond’s 
Stunt Car on other formats, 
the 'prose boys are con¬ 
sidering releasing it for the 
xAmstrad as well. Those titles 
aside, Microprose promise 
lots of deep strategy games 
for the mid to end of the 
year. These will be Micro- 
prose games as opposed to 


the style of game released 
on the other labels. 


Mirrorsoft 


The big name release from 
Mirrorsoft will be Back to 
the Future //, available early 


1990. The game will follow 
the plot of the film as Marty 
travels into the future to 
2015 to influence the lives of 
his children, but unwittingly 
gives Bif the opportunity to 
travel back to 1955 to hand 
over an almanac containing 
all the sports results of the 
20th century. Using this Bif 
backs all the winners and 



becomes fabulously rich, 
leaving Marty the job of trav¬ 
elling back through time 
again to 1955 to set history 
to rights. 

Hopefully the game won’t 
be as confusing as it all 
sounds. There are expected 
to be digitised pics from the 
film, a diagonally scrolling 
playing area and the empha¬ 
sis on arcade action. Unbe¬ 
knownst to virtually every¬ 
one, Mirrorsoft also has the 
licence to Back to the Fu¬ 


ture III, w’hich was shot at 
the same time as BTF11, The 
plot of this one takes Marty 
even further back in time, to 
the wild west of the 19th 
century, and a run in witli 
the local cowboy population* 
The game of that film should 
be released at the same time 
that the film goes on general 
release. 

In the very early part of 
the year Mirrorsoft was also 
promising to release a 25 
level expansion disc for 
Bioodwych, providing more 
monsters, more magic and 
more mayhem. 



Despite the Ocean PR per¬ 
son commenting, 'Er 1 don’t 
know what we're doing,' the 
swift application of thumb 
screws revealed that the 
game-of-the-film Night- 

breed, penned by Clive Bar¬ 
ker, will be released at 
Easier in conjunction with 



the film. Also, from the 
authors of Caruer Com¬ 
mand (Realtime Software), 
comes Battle Command, 
which will be the same sort 
of 3-D polygon graphics, but 
on land, llie programmers 
were at pains to point out 
that it was not a sequel to 
Camer Command. So why 
does this game have the 
word Command in its title as 
well, I asked Er, um, er, they 
repbed* 



Doc and Marty prepare for Part III. 
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Mastertronic 


Loads of stuff coming for 
1990 including Fighting 
Warrior, more ninja antics 
on a budget label; Enter¬ 
prise; Psycho Hopper, the 
long awaited Dm Dare ///; 
the game of Monty Python, 
now sadly missing Graham 
Chapman; more budget ac¬ 
tion in Micro Mouse; yet 
more ninja chop suey in 
Double Dragon il and jVew 
Vort Warriors; War in 
Middle Earth, the final prod¬ 
uct in the Tolkien Trilogy; a 
couple of pixie adventure 
games in Demon's Tomb 
and Giimbiood-, and finally 
the umpteenth game from 
the 2000 AD comics, Judge 


ware, from a variety of licen- 
cees. 

Trad; Attack from Lori- 
ciels was supposed to be out 
last October, but has found 
itself miles behind, so you 
should be seeing it around 
now'. For those who enjoyed 
an ACU cover game from 
last year, Skweek, there's 
good news in that the ima¬ 
ginatively titled SkweeJf 11 is 
being released aroundabout 
now, hopefully without any 
nau^ty words in it this 
time. 


Meanwhile, Accolade’s 
Heavy Metal could just find 
itself competing against 
Track Atfad:, as you take 
command of an Ml A1 
Abrams tank. With war room 
planning, careful strategy 
and the capture of an enemy 
HQ without having your for¬ 
ces decimated, you can 
find yourself being 
)romoted from 
Second Lieu¬ 
tenant, all the 


way up to Field Comman¬ 
der. x4D&D products to look 
out for from US Gold include 
Dragons of Flame, Cham¬ 
pions of Krynn and War of 
the Lance. Strange con¬ 
sidering that Heroes of the 
Lance wasn’t released on 
the CPC, yet these games 
follow on, from it. Then 
again, since Heroes was a 
pile of smelly stuff you've 
probably saved some 

money. 


And finally, a Capcom ar¬ 
cade conversion called 
D/acJf Tiger, should be in the 
shops by Easter, 

While this dossier isn't a 
comprehensive guide to ab¬ 
solutely everything that's 
going to come out in 1990, it 
does give you a good idea, 
and half of the software peo¬ 
ple don’t know what they're 
doing yet anyway. Besides 
which, Guy (the Ed) was 
making grunting noises. I 
either gave him an article or 
gave him a banana. He 
enjoys the bananas but 
pays for the copy. 


Stav 


tuned 


m to ACU for the 
H rest of 1990, 
H and you're 
W bound to find 
Y out what the 
software houses 
are going to 
release, probably be¬ 
fore they do. 






Enterprise. 

Dread, which is more signifi¬ 
cant because Amie Sch¬ 
warzenegger is playing 
Dread in a film to be 
released this vear. 


US Gold 


ITie Birmingham mafia, as 
the company is fondly 
known to its rivals, has an 
unearthly wodge of soft- 


Dark Century. 

























Paddle down the Amazon on an. 
inflated innertube, but be sure to 
avoid the crocs, punks, swamp 
monsters and kamikazt penguins. 


the banks to give you jip and 
burst your tube* 

While you are wobbling 
down the Amazon, shades 
on and hair slicked, man¬ 
oeuvring through gates to 
pile on the big points, you 
can collect letters which 
spell the word Toobin. 
Throw a can at a weedy 
twig-like thing and it may 
release a letter which, just to 
make things a little irksome, 
bounces around the river 
until you catch it. The float¬ 
ing gates have scores on 
them which are halved if you 
hit a supporting post. A bit 
unfair you may tliink? But 
that's life, you lucky people. 

Toobin is really a racing 
game for tw'O players. Biff 
and Jet, the resident river 
cats represent you (and a 
friend) in your bid to be¬ 
come a champion toober 
around the world's most 
famous rivers, and if you are 
good enough, Mars too! Con¬ 
trols of the CPC are usually a 
little difficult for two players 


but with Toobin the problem 
is easily mastered as the 
controls are not difficult to 
comprehend. I actually fo¬ 
und the keyboard controls 
more responsive to the des¬ 
ired moves of my gallant 
toober. The scrolling of the 
scene down the screen is 
fairly good as are the 
graphics, although at times 
it is a little difficult to judge 
safe distances from the pri¬ 
ckly weedy twig-like things, 
floating logs and sturdy 
rocks. Nevertheless, after a 
few games, distances can be 
accounted for and become a 
part of the overall toobing 
proficiency. 

Each river carries its own 
individual backdrop and ob¬ 
stacles which for the CPC 
are adequately sketched. 
The Araaaon, Yukon, Nile, 
Rio Grande and Colorado all 
feature in this jaunting ad¬ 
venture in a giant rubber 
ring. 1 did not manage to see 
the Martian river system, al¬ 
though Domark tell me that 


it does exist. If you manage 
to witness the hurlyburly of 
space-bound waters I would 
be interested to know w'hat 
they're like. Let us hope that 
Toobing on Mars ends with a 
party like Toobing on Earth. 

Toobin is a simple game to 
play and can become ad¬ 
dictive, as the coin-op ver¬ 
sion has already proved. 
Certain members of the 
ACU team have taken to 
Toobing like a goose to a 
duvet which is a sign that 
tiie watery, air-filled wob¬ 
blers are a bit of a hit. 

Marc Jones 


1 MU 

Toobin 

^ mm > 

Domark 

PRICE £14.99 (disc) 

65% 

50% 

80%b8% 

mwi 


PH1M 1 OyEUll 


H ow often have you sat 
in your bath and 
dreamed of paddling 
through rocks and rapids in 
a large inner-tube? Many a 
time 1 have sat staring at the 
soap and imagining it w^as a 
crocodile and that I was des¬ 
perately paddling away 
across the rapids. The latest 
coin-op conversion from 
Tengen offers the pros¬ 
pective rider of the waves a 
chance to fulfil these 
dreams and fight off the ter¬ 
rors of some of the worst 


rivers in and out of this 
world, 

Toobin is a game designed 
to test the nerve of the best 
toobers around. Floating 
and paddling through 
treacherous waters, it is 
your job to collect the tin 
cans that litter the river as 
ammunition against the alli¬ 
gators and deadly weeds 
that get in your w'ay. Just 
when you think it all sounds 
a little easy, punks, fly fis¬ 
hermen, swamp monsters 
and kamikaze penguins line 
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T iheyVe coming lo save 
the world again! Who? 
Whai? Where? But 
they were only here a few 
months ago under the gtiise 
of the Real Ghostbusters, so 
what's tills, Ghost busters II 
- The Movie? 

No, it’s just plain old 
Ghost busters li, and Activi¬ 
sion are challenging for the 
No 1 position again. But wDl 
it steal the coveted place? 

Five years on from the 
original block busting bos 


office sellout epic, Columbia 
Pictures returns with 
Ghostbusters II. The film 
opened in London’s West- 
End on Elecember 1, last 
year. The game ivas released 
in time for Christmas and 
who ya gotta thank? Activi¬ 
sion. 

Luckily t the game is much 
more enjoyable than their 
last effort, The Real Ghost¬ 
busters. Ghostbusters 11 has 
the edge on the previous 
cartoon spin-off in many 
ways. Firstly, it’s playable 
and does not render you 
unconscious two minutes 
into the game. 

(ihostbusters II contains 
tliree sequences which are 
largely based on the film. 
The first level sees your her¬ 
oic ’buster being winched 
down an air shaft in the 
middle of a New York Street. 
But this is no ordinary man¬ 
hole. Only a few feet from 
the top you begin to encoun¬ 
ter ghosts and ghouls, large 
green hands that grab you 
and pull you in and a whole 
manner of other monstro¬ 
sities which you do not w'ani 
to touch. Your Ghostbuster 
can be hauled up and down 
and can swing from left to 
right in the shaft to avoid 
ghosts and to collect bottles 
of elixir which lie on ledges 
on the way down. 

Once you have reached 
the bottom and are dangling 
above the murky green se¬ 
wage, you must collect a 
slime sample and return to 
the top. Too much contact 
with the ghostly creatures 
and you lose courage and 


The spooks are on the run as the 
'busters turn out once again to save 
New York from a sUmy fate. 


scene, should you reach it, 
finds your busting team at 
the Museum of Art and 
ready to absaiJ down the 
side of the building. You 
must rescue baby Oscar 
from the clutches of Vigo 
the Carpathian and then use 
your latest busting kit to 
send Vigo to oblivion. 

Ghostbusters II is no work 
of art. The graphics are quite 
good and the sound quite 
acceptable. Play-wise, the 
game gets a bit tedious after 
a while as it’s slightly too 
difficult, and making your 


eventually fall from the 
rope, scared stiff. The rope 
must also be watched as the 
phantom green meanies will 
cut at it until it’s too frail to 
hold you. 

The second scene sees 
the Statue of Liberty off for a 
w'alk down the Broadway, 
WeL, it's been on the island 
for years and wanted to 
stretch it's legs. The four 
heroes are sitting in the 
crown and have control of 
the mighty statues torch 
which must be used to 


launch balls of fire as the 
supernatural shapes attack 
the massive figure. The final 


way safely to the top of that 
shaft is no easy process. 

Ghostbusters 11 the game 
is unlikely to make as much 
of an impact as the film. I 
know wiiich I would rather 
see. I'm off to Leicester 
Square. 

Andrew Banner 
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Ghostbusters II 
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Yet another game for driving freaks. 
Don’t switch off yet, this one’s the 
pick of the bunch. 


other drivers insist on driv- 
mg the wrong way round. 
It’s the truck drivers you’ve 
got to watch out for. They’re 
too busy eyeing up the 
women drivers and chewing 
Yorkie bars to notice where 
they are going- 

AH this is but a prelude to 
the horrors of the stunt 
track. 

The first horror on the 
landscape to traverse is the 
45 degree drop off the cliff. 
A farmhouse and a cow 
stand peacefully watching 
drivers hurtle up to the pre¬ 
cipice. If your direction and 
Speed are right then you 
drop down the ramp to the 
ground below. Get the line 
wTong and you miss the 
ramp altogether, leading to a 
view'ing on the instant 
replay. 

From then on there’s the 
giant elevated bend, the 
underpass, the heart stop¬ 
ping bridge and the nail bi¬ 


ting loop the loop. On that 
latter obstacle it’s hard en¬ 
ough just to stay in the 
middle and not sail out for a 
brief airborne sojourn. Just 
pray that no-one is coming 
round the loop from the 
other side. 

The graphics of the 3-D 
world are blue and black, 
with a multicolour options 
menu and map, and are ani¬ 
mated very nicely indeed. 
You can also feel the impact 
when you sail off the cliff 
and miss the ramp. Tremen¬ 
dous fun, fairly difficult, and 
there’s the Phantom Photon 
challenge for anyone who 
sets a top score. 

Hard Drivin' offers a more 
aestlietic driving expen- 
ence than the other twro 
games, is visually stunning, 
and probably ties with 
Power Drift for the title of 
Best Racing Game. 

Mark Luckham 


A nd so the season of 
the driving game 
reaches its fume filled 
climax, as the three main 
contenders, Continentai 
Circus, Power Drift and 
' Hard Drivin' come around 

the final bend and acceler¬ 
ate towards the line. Who 
will be the winner? 

Hard Drivin’ is the latest 
release of the triumvirate, 
and appears to be racing 
down an entirely different 
track altogether. Instead of 


3-D sprites, (aka blob city), 
this game favours filled 
polygons, (aka Carrier Com¬ 
mand or Starglider .3), and a 
solid 3-D world. Far in the 
distance you can see some 
of the obstacles on the stunt 
track, and other cars bravely 
trying to navigate them. This 
is more a simulation than a 
racing game, like the other 
two, as it features revs as 
well as speed, with you set¬ 
ting the revs and the terrain 
modifying them into your 
actual speed. 

There are two circuits to 
try out: the speed track and 
the stunt track. Formula 4 
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drivers like you should slick 
to the speed track until you 
get the hang of the controls. 

Complete the circuit in a 
regulated time and you get a 
bonus time, to try and im¬ 
prove your performance 
some more. And watch out 
for the drivers on the Other 
side of the road as well. Yes. 
despite these being self con¬ 
tained tracks, some of the 



Wf 

Hard Drivin’ 

m\B 1 

Domark £9.99 

82% 

70% 

87% 

85% 

CRArrix 

sot 


m\i 




Rage 40 


Amstrad User February 19S0 


















































































































\ 




■PUtb 




PLUS 


The personal page printer designed exclusively for text editing 
and word processing. 

• Price guide. J usr £945.00* - che lowest in its marketplace. 

• Quality. Crisp high quality text printing .300x300 dpi. 

• $ue. Compact design cuts down bsr desk space to the minimura. 

• Performance. A quiet 6 pages a minute to speed through your W'orkload. 

• Siitnplicity. Plug in and go—thanks to Centronics interhice and HP L 3 geJ 7 et+emulation, 

• Vbrsaiility. Poitrait or Landscape printing with ori'board Pre.^ige Elite 12 pitch 
tvpetacfe^pluia wide range of optional typefaces, 

I. Adtior^.Qjntact ypgr .nearest Quiiie authorised deakf ,91 call us dir^ formpie . 


GoldAwwd- 

B«»tFl&npheraU- 

Mitni Dit lakni 19®^ 


tieneraJ Hardwfiioe Budget 

Mac User 


w., iii¥<^arbbi\. 


Qiiiiic LtJ,, Qusne Huusc^ Parkway Newbunii Berkshire RG15 LEE 
Tek^fihijuei(ia635)52320<).ltle^^ 











































The Word Processor • with Mail Met^ 

The established, powerful word processor for the Amstrad C PC 
6128, TASWORD612S hasbeen specially developed to use64K 
of memory as text space. This means a text file can be a 
massive 60,000 characters long, enough room for over 10,000 
words? Featuring all standard and many extra word processing 
facilities TA5WORD 6128 inclu des sophist icated print opt ions, 
on-screen help, notepads and a built-in data merge facility. 
Extensive customisation options allow many facilities to 
changed to your requirements and then saved into the program. 
Combining power with ease of use, TASWORD 6128 is the 
complete word processor for the CPC 6128. 

TASWORD 6128 Disc £29.95 



PERFECTION IN PROFESSIONAL SOFTWARE 


SphngTiCk] House,! [yde TeiTace,Leeds 152 9LN Tel (0532) 43S301 




The Word Processor 


Your 464 becomes a professional standard word processor with 
TASWORD 464, Supplied complete with a comprehensive 
manual and a cassette which contains the TASWORD 464 
TUTOR to teach you word processing using TASWORD 464, 

TASWORD 4«4 cassette £24.95 


The Sign Maker for the CPC 6128 and PCW 

Produce and print your own signs, banners and large notices 
to get your message across with maximum impact. A complete 
sign making package including four distinctive Lettering 
styles and character heights from one inch to the full width 
of the paper. Signs may be printed across the paper or along 
the length of the paper to produce large eye-catching banners 
and notices. 

TAS5IGN (dot matrix printeis only) disc £29.95 

Use the clip coupon below and send for our FREE brochure 
describing these and other products for the CPC range. 


If you do not ?vaiiil lo cut this magazine, atmply write out your order and post to; 

TASMAN SOFTWARE LTD, DEFf ACU, SPRINGFIELD HOUSF HYDE TERRACE, LEEDS LS2 9LN 


I enclose a chequc/PO made payable to Tasman Software Ltd OR 

charge my ACCESS/VISA number;__ 

NAME__ ITEM 

ADDRESS 


ACU 


Card expiry date;_ 

PRICE £ 


Telephone Access/Visa ordets: l^eeds (0532) 43G301 Outside Europe add £2 per item aitmail TOTAL £__ 

Please send me a FREE Tasman brochure desciibingyout products for the [BM/Amstrad PC □ Amstrad PCW □ Amstrad CPC □ 

All prices include VAT and post and packing 
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SMOG SAYS: "POSSIBLY 
ONE OF THE BEST CPC 
UTILITIES EVER!" 


'RSX-LIB(I.O) 

, The RSX library utility 
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Your CPC's BASIC is one of the best there is, but you can extend its 
versatility and power by adding further commands to the BASIC language. 

FtSXs (Resident System extensions - or extra BASIC commands! sm 
provided for by your CPC'a operating system, and are similar to the 
MACROS and SUB ROUTINES of other languages, but are normally difficult 
to handle. 


RSX'LIB is a complete FtSX management system, and takes all the effort 
and know-how out of dealing with RSXs. Simple but powerful, FSX-LIB is 
an essential utility for anyone who programs in BASIC on their CPC! 

This unique utility allows you to store al! your commands in a library, and 
select those you require for a particular program at the touch of a few 
buttons. RSX-LIB will create a custom-built file ready for use by your 
program, saving valuable memory. LOAD the file, and one CALL installs 
yourcommands. 

Not only does RSX-LiS do all that, but it also modifies the machine code so 
thatitjcan be placed anywhere in memory and still work. It can even handle 
code that cannot normally be relocated. 

We provide you with a variety of RSXs (52 in all) to get you started, and you 
can easily add more from code you've written yourself, or from magazine 
type-ins, etc, No machine code knowledge is required to make use of 
RSX- LIB'S amazing facilities. 

It's all very easy to use (even if you're a beginner), and comes with a 
comprehensive manual that fully documervts the 52 RSXs supplied as well 
as guiding you through FSX-LIB itself. 


RSX'L IBissuitableforall CPC rn ach ines, but is supplie donDISCONLY. 


Cheques |C S.taTlinq|, Eurochsduas, cr UK P.O.s 
mad? paysljleto “Srnogware Systems' for 

£19,95 Europe:; tdd t1.50. world; £2.00. 


ACU. $mDg'Arar&Systems,, 

20 Grove Avinuej Mew CoSil»»Siiy, 
fktrwKh, Norfolk NRS mH, 
ENGLAND. 


SPRITES ALIVE 

THE SPRITES PACKAGE FOR THE AMSTRAD 


IT HAS ARRIVED!!,,. THE MOST POWERFUL AND ADVANCED SPRITES 
PACKAGE EVER WRITTEN FOR THE AMSTRAD CPC COMPUTER, 
DON'T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT,. READ THE REVIEWS 

VERY POWERFUL (Amitrad Aclion - December 19S9j 


"A DARGAIir "I MUST SAY I AM IMPRESSED" (Ainihmd (ampuler User- January 19t9) 

THE SPRITES ALIVE PACKAGE, WHICH HAS TAKEN OVER 30 MONTHS 
TO COMPLETE, WILL ALLOW THE BASIC PROGRAMMER TO WRITE 
PROFESSIONAL LOOKING ARCADE STYLE GAMES EASILY, 

DON'T BLOW YOUR LID, THIS IS THE PROGRAM YOUR 
COMPUTER NEEDS!! 

Juil jonifl of the ^jclensive feohirts 


* Uses umple beisic OQidifionds 

* Wiirki in Made 0 ar Mode 1 

* Smaafh Pixel by Pixel movement 

* True collision deleelion 
Comprehensive 7S page manuol 
Sprite siiei up lu i2 x 32 

'k 23k pmgnim spoce free 


Jofslick/keyhooril conlrol 
TV Aula missite commemds 
Aulo ilireEtion nnimaiion 
■k Maze modes 
k- 64 mper imoolh sprites 
k ExcfNeni sprites designer 
k 70 comnianili odded lo bask 


k IF YOU cun progtom In Basicp you can use Sprites Alive 
SuHoble for Amslrod CK 612® w CPC 4M/H4 with 64k memory ejipansion ond 
supplied on disc only. 

ALL OF THfS^ FOR ONLY £22.95 INCLUSIVE 
k COMING SOON - SPRITES COMPILER £34.50 k 
We oHer an upgrade service. Fdt a smoll fee you <an upgrade yaur program and 
receive the very Intasi version. M ^uu own o copy of Sprites Alive you con upgrode to 
rhe compiler vwsian lor Cl3.00 when it Is complefe. 

Please make cheques/postol orders payable io Glenco Software 


GLENCO SOFTWARE, DEPT ACU 

15 ALFORD LANE, WHITEHOUSE FARM 
STOCKTON-ON-TEES, CLEVELAND TST9 OOP 
Telephone; (0642) 606358 
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Back to 
school 

Auntie has a nice 
surprise - a machine 
code tutorial in two 


parts for those of you 
who still don’t know 


your Z-80s from your 
Data Bases. 


a think, "Not 
I I another machine code tut- 
V^orial , . Yes, I am afraid it 
is. However I am determined that this 
one will be the definitive one. Wher¬ 
ever men may revel and quaff they will 
speak of "Machine Code - The Tut¬ 
orial’ and remember that this is where 
they learned machine code. Future 
generations will speak with awe about 
the verbose examples, the eloquent 
text and the dreadful puns. Or then 
again, perhaps they will not. 

Let us lay down some ground rules. 
Firstly, the old 'Buy an Assembler' 
story. Wait and see if you want to learn 
machine code before rushing out and 
spending Jots of money. If , though, you 
ever find yourself spending more than 
five minutes converting codes your¬ 
self then buy one, and make sure it is 
MAXAM, preferably on ROM. 

Secondly, there are the \'arious 
reasons for machine code. Some wiU 
say that the great speed of code is the 
reason to learn j some will say it is the 
extra flexibility and control that Z80 
code allows. They are wrong. You will 
only learn machine code if you want 
to. You must enjoy it. Programming is 
a hobby simply because it is an intell¬ 
ectual challenge. Some people will 
program for the same reason that 
others play chess: it is a test of brain¬ 
power. If you do not enjoy coding you 
will not find it fuifiUmg, and you wDi 
not do it, for all the extra speed and 
control will mean nothing. 

Chapter One: Machine Code — 
What is it? As you may be aware, the 


heart of the Amstrad CPC computer is 
a microprocessor called the Z^. The 
microprocessor is small (hence the 
micro bit) and processes (hence the 
processor bit) information. The Z80 
was originally designed by the Zilog 
Corporation, who based it upon the 



8080 processor designed by Intel. 
(This resulted in various court ac¬ 
tions, but everyone's lawyers are one 
big happy family now.) It has become 
arguably the most popular processor 
ever and is used in many different 
computers, ranging from the wonder¬ 
fully named Superbrains to the ill- 
fated Jupiter Ace. Although the newer 
generation of computers are turning 
to new and more powerful processors 
such as the fiSOOO or 80086 families, 
the Z80 will live on in folk legend for 
many years to come. 

Any computer using a Z80 and a 


disc drive also has the option of using 
a standard operating system called 
CP/M, which is another reason for its 
continued existence. 

Your Amstrad comes complete with 
the programming language Basic 
‘built-in’. Basic was chosen because it 
is the nearest thing to a standard 
language and is probably the easiest 
to learn and use. Part of the Basic 
system is an ‘interpreter’ which con¬ 
verts the program into machine code 
for the Z80 to run. 

If you wash, you can bypass Basic 
and instead talk directly to the Z80, 
with an immense increase in speed 
and complexity. To do this you must 
use the list of commands that the Z80 
speaks (the 'instruction set' and none 
other). Using a Basic instruction such 
as 'PRINT' or 'PLOT is not possible 
using a single Z80 instruction, al¬ 
though, as we shall see later, careful 
combinations of instructions will ena¬ 
ble us to do anything that is possible 
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from Basic, and much more. 

The on]y difference is that our 
machine code equivalent will be 
faster, more flexible and ^vii] take uji 
less space in memor>‘. It will also crash 
quite a lot. 

Chapter Two: A Brief Overview of 
Computer Systems — meet Mr 
Memory. In order to understand ma¬ 
chine code, we must explore the 
underlying hardware of our computer 
system. 

The Z80 microprocessor is linked to 
the memory by two groups of connec¬ 
tions: the [)ata Bus and the Address 
Bus. The memory consists of a num¬ 
ber of 'cells’ each of which contains a 
number in the range from 0 to 255; a 
BYTE of memory. To enable each 



memory cell to be specified uniquely, 
it is given an ^Address’, in the form oJf 
another number, this one in the range 
from 0 to 05535. 

Memory^ comes in two flavours: 
Ramdom Access Memory' (RAM) and 
Read Only Memory (ROM). 
'Random Access' simply means any 
part of the memory can be read at any 
time, in the same way that any track of 
a record can be played at any time just 
by moving the stylus. Compare this 
with a music cassette: here you must 
fast forward and rewind through all 
the other music before you get to the 
really good track you want, the one 
with that fabulous guitar intro, 

RAM is a misleading name: all 
modem memory (including ROM) is 
Randomly Accessed. A better name 
would be ‘Read and Write Memory’, 
but this does not sound as good so it 
never caught on. RAM can be ivritten 
to and read from by the ZfiO but when 
the computer is switched off, the 
contents of the memory is lost. Thus 
you must make a copy of any data 
stored in RAM on a more permanent 
media, such as tape or (loppy disc, 
before switching off. 

In order to write to memory, the 
address of the memory' call in ques¬ 
tion is placed on the Address Bus and 
the new value of the cell is placed on 
the Data Bus. Then a special 'WRITE’ 
control signal is sent to the memory 
and the memory says '’Heyl That's my 
cue to remember something! What’s 
this number on the Data Bus? Okay, 
got it. Now where am 1 to store it? Ah, 
thank you, Mr Address Bus, right here. 
Okey-doke.” 

Of course, the above is slightly 
inaccurate. The memory cannot really 
speak, because memory circuits are 


- address bus 

ZBO 

<-data bus 


Magic bus. 

inanimate objects. Rerhaps on a dif¬ 
ferent astral plane to the one on which 
we live, memory circuits do talk to one 
another and have really exciting times 
discussing access times and the like, 
but that sort of discussion is reaUy left 
to the type of person who likes vegeta¬ 
rian cigarettes and Pink Floyd, if it 
helps you visualise what is going on, 
though, fine. 

When reading memory, the address 
again is put on the Address Bus, but 
this time a 'READ’ control signal is 
sent to the memory. Once it gets this 
signal, the memory puts the contents 
of the memory cell in question on the 
Data Bus where it is received by the 
Z80. 

Read Only Memory cannot be writ¬ 
ten to; it is supplied with its contents 
fixed and permanently in place. Per¬ 
haps the name gave this little surprise 
away! However Read Only Memory 
does have one thing going for it, and 
that is that it will retain data even 
when no power is supplied. 

Write Only Memory is the very 
latest development from a stnaU com¬ 
pany caMed ‘Electronic Parts’ flrom 
Northern Ireland, They claim 100 per 
Cent reliability from these devices, 
which will operate at practically no 
current and at very high access times. 
It remains to be seen if they will be 
accepted into the computer industry 
at large. Personally, I have no doubts, 
although if you wish to try the memo¬ 
ries for yourself, the address of the 
company is given in the appendices. 



As mentioned before, memory sto¬ 
res a collection of bytes which are just 
numbers from 0 to 255. Each instruc¬ 
tion supported by the Z80 is given a 
code number in this range, and so a 
machine code program consists of 
nothing more than a list of numbers 
ranging from 0 to 255. 

It is the way in w'hich the Z80 treats 
each as an instruction that makes the 
data appear as a program. Of course, 
we will also want our program to be 
able to store and retrieve numbers 


—> 

MEMORY 

—> 


(for ages, scores, dates etc.), so some¬ 
times memory contains a program, 
and sometimes it contains data. This 
dual use of memor}' was a brilliant 
innovation, and has led to some of the 
most spectacular computer hang-ups 
in history. 

Chapter Three: Programmers 
Start Here. The 230 has a set of 
internal registers as letters, such as A, 
B, C, D, E, F, H and L. Then can be 
thought of as variables that can store 



byte values: numbers in the range 0 to 
255. Their semi-alphabetical order is 
of no real significance, and is only 
there because those psychotically 
deranged people at Zilog wanted to 
confuse you. 

Sometimes we may want to in¬ 
crease this single byte range and to 
this end some Z80 instructions pair 
two registers together, but more of 
this exciting concept later. 

To enter a machine code program 
we must first decide where to place it, 
i.e. at what address in the computer 
memory. The address &800C is as 
good a place as any, because it points 
to a nice big section of RAM just 
waiting to be used, (The use of the 
symbol means that the number which 
follows is in base 16, or Hexadecimal. 
Check to see if your pocket calculator 
can change between decimal and 
‘hex’. The use of 'hex' is a universally 
accepted way of expressing numbers 
in computer terminology and it is 
vitally important that you understand 
it, or at least are vrilling to give it a go, 
see another appendix for details. 
&8000 is decimal in 32768.) 

Once the location is decided, we 
insert our coded instructions into the 
memory locations. In Basic, the com¬ 
mand 'POKE’ will do this for us. For 
example, 'POKE &8()00,99' will place 
the decimal value ‘99’ into hex address 
&30()0; 'PEEK’ wdll do the opposite to 
‘POKE’ and return the value at the 
supplied address. 

S Continued next month. Bye! 


Amstfvd User Februarf 1990 


Pagers 











WEVE GOT 

hooou 

3 ’ HEAD DRIVE 
CLEANERS 

SUITABLE FOR - 
ALLAMSTRAD 
3" DISK DRIVES 

KIT COMPRISES: 

3' CLEANING CASSETTE 
TUBE HEAD CLEANING FLUID 
INSTRUCTIONS 

OUR PRICE 
ONLY £5.95 


PRINTER RIBBONS 

(riyion Fabric} 


AltSTHAD 

DWP 20000000^3 J60 ..ea.eo 

DWP4000... 

PC W BJ56i'fl512iLQ3H50 Q.EO 

PCW«S12..£3 70 

STAR 
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LClfl ... C4 9S 
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I SOD__£4-50 

EP^N 
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AMSTRAO 
NEW..!! 

JOVSTICK SPLiriER 

«rfi a fn«nd! Snow anaales 3 
lb tw used 
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£9.fl5 


PRINTER CABLE 
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^ .... 

Evltrtikifi Pnnl«r CaUt 
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...FOR PEOPLE OK THE MOVE 
COMPUTER 
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LEADS 
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1640 £19.96 
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161S £17.75 
1640 £18.75 
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PSZ32 GENDER CHANGERS 
Avoid IrKOvnpalibis csbJSG ONLY C6.5Q 
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UNIVERSAL PRINTER^ 
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£12.95 
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TILTi 

SWIVEL BASE 
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REUEUBER, MirbusiM** b Cubit* lor 
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■le. TIh riKHi m i my htuII itiKtIcnl WrUf 
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AUTO SWITCHES 
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MP401 4^way 

ParaJIal ,.£105 
MPBC16-H9y 

Parallal „E135 
M^OI 4-Hay 

Seda! El 05 
MSB01 0-H^y 

5«Aa£.....£135 



BUFFERS 
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P0356KHafii ..£165 


COPY HOLDERS 
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Angles potitiDn your 
copy tor easy typing on Unt 

computer. Slideig 
RihiIb aiso liltod 
cm ONLY 
Cl 694 
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Eicaclty as abffve bul self- 
standifbg tor desK lop use. 
BothlQrg.S^xll.S^'oofly. 
ALSO ONLY E10.95 


CHSKETTE STORAGE BOXES 
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see-toroLigh 
lid 4 custom dividars ■ 
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COLOUR 14".,..,,£17.95 
MONO £16.95 

MONO £17.95 
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31 / 2 " DISC DRIVE £ 89.95 

800k Storage Capacity 

This quality drive is ju^t I'" high and*, when used with RODOS, 
ROMDOS, or R AMD OS, will give you a massive aOOk of storage without 
flipping the disc. Is supplied cased, -complete with power supply and cable, 
ready to plug in and go. {Please stale 464/664/6128). 

OPERATING SYSTEM TOGETHER 

RODOS (ROM) £29.95. £119.90 

ROMDOS (ROM) £34.95.£124.90 

R AMDOS (DISC) £24.95. £114.90 


We buy and sell quality used computers and peripherals 
Ring us - we might have what you want. 


Upgrade 

The amazing 

your 464 

ROMBOARD XTRA 

including 


6128 UPGRADE SOCKET 

Featunes: 

6 Standard ROM Socket 

plus- 

Put a 6128 ROM in the 7th sccket and you hai-e a working 

fil2S operating system. Upgrading ts as simple as that! 

plus- 

464/6128 sclcftor 

plus- 

Cold Stan RESET BUTl ON 

plus- 

Tlirciugh connector for further expansions 

ALL'JH1SPORJI)ST£20 6128 ROM £l9.50 64k E.4M PACK £49,95 

Protest_ 

ROM SOFTW ARE 

.....£29,95 ' 


Promcrge-I-. £26,95 

Prospell.£26.95 

Utopia. £22.95 

Maxain,.,..........*.£29.95 

Maxainl.5... .£22.95 

BCPl. £22.95 


MICROSTYLE, 212 Dudley Hill Road, lii adfurd ltD2 3DI 
Tel: t()274) 636652 
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C ASSETTE IQ 
ONLV £2.99 

M^e EaiE^ Cyr^or^ h^ri^ciip Hcur 

^ItdjCl^ RCi' 31 Slar Tick. Whiily. ^Ilai>eif. 
figTte.'CofrTiand Cfa^>3m$ F-iftsh* 

^li3fa;^or. '^kjoghte ChohpS Tl-eKin^ i 
ilM. ya/ Cdrd& Qr^f CfSifttes'- 
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ScrtB. Dfly ai Ihe Rse? Lunar LarK)i'-ia SsMC 
Mfiaun Rais. Hfltorwap DlirTUeoriAEr.!prlyrf;. 
Spas PCD HstJfi. Hig^inse Craps 


GAME SET AND MATCH 
ON(LYt6.99 {DISC £13.95) 

Featuring: Bas^tijal'. SiDcMr. Vault. 
Swimming. Shooting 
Archery. Triple Jump. Woighiturting, 
Pmg Por^. Pistol S'hoqtmg. Cycling. 
Springboard Diving. Giant Siaiom. 
flawing, Penalises. Ski Jump. Tug OF 
war. Ti&nnis. ©asebali. Boxing. 
Squasri Snooker'PciDi. 


CHRISTMAS COLLECTION 
ONLY £S.^ 

DISC C13.-9& 

Undium 4- Lightforce t 
Cybern^iid II ¥ EEimifiator 4 
Eisolon - HycSr-gFcol 


SOCCER SQUAD 
OMLV £7.93 

FgptlMlI^r gF the Year + 

G Linekers- 4 
Hoy of FtOva^S. + 

G Linekers- Super Skills 


BEST OF ELrTE YOU 
ONLY E4,9^ 
Bon’ib- Jack 
F Srpne's Boxing 
Co-mF-ardc 
AirvVoH 


MEGA 1^1 K 
ONLY £g-.9« 


Barbarian 11 ^ 
Dr^gen Ninj-a ^ 
OperaEian WolJ - 
fleal Ghosttiu&Ters 


SUPREME CHALLENOE 
ONLY DISCtlC.«9 
Elite. Slarglider 
Tetris. Ajge II. 

Sanbfi&i 


If you wisN to purchase any prodiicl itern our lisi ard tin* lhat you can buy Itte same 
producl cheaper Irom anolher mail order company, simply enclose Ihe lower amount, 
slalin^ Ihe name ot the other campofiy and where you saw ihe advert- (It musi be the , 
eurrent issue). Pdee Promfse does Jiol apply to other companies "Special Oflers". I 


kOUAMI ARCADE COLLECTION 
DnlyEE.BD ^13.95 
Mifit. J3ckaJ. NtfiitiSLS.^ilt)r0ah. 
^■Tiq Pring Vis Ar KuK^ fu 
Hypeisports. St^ L-ns Rme; 
Eerei. Yi&A- KungFg 


MAGNIFICENT 7 

ONLY £fi.H Disc £l3.K 

HfiadOvSf Ht^ISjCtrbra^ 
Arkareid. Shari CrcuH S 
WrZbat 

HolFtjwoM). EscEpe & 
'rtp fix lOgnp. Fg 


SPECIAL ACTION 
□NlVm99, CISC £12,99 
Caplan Bkicd ^- 

Dn|0r -f & 01 + 

Daleys Oti^pc Ciigilenge< 

VmfHCBlgr^ 


1-&CC1HPUT1EFIH1TS VQIS 
QWLV £7899 DISC E1t.99 
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Mystery oF the Nrie. 
Endurance, Mega 
Apocalypse, NinjA Harnp^iler. 
Adivator, ITia Idggil. Ckuid II 
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AF5 9.99 

A'i-rriEeasi. . 999 

&arbaranll X- .. .. .. ... .9.95 

Bo^chT^lhjy .. .. .. .9^5 

0!Q[«livycn .... .. .....9.99 

.. . .9.^ 

C5MI. - .. . . . ... .0 99 
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FiAPSlar Grand f4ix ... .. ... . .090 


Micfopose Soecfif 

Moonvi'al^ 

Mylh. .. 

NBt^ M[K-flE 
NrwZfral^iVd SlCrv-p 
Nir^a Warnors 
Qse-aii&n TriurHfei 
Ooer^ticM Wolf 
Passing Shot.. 


1499 
. .099 
999 
. .9.95 
939 
. .9.99 
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. .0.9$ 
9.99 


Ftdwfiary . . .. .. .. .. .9 69 
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TusKer . . .. .. .. 9 90 

Untaucnailln Jv -. 9 0® 

VlprlanB . 9 90 

VirdEa^prs .9.90 
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7.99 
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669 

6.99 
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7.99 
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7.99 
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6.99 

6.60 
6.99 
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11.90 
10 60 
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IPISO 
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t! 00 
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13.99 
13.09 

10.50 

11 69 
10.50 

n 69 

11.99 
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11.09 
11 ^ 
10.50 
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13.99 
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■3.00 
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1 ®SD 
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10.50 
10.50 

SS09 

"‘;39 

11.99 
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A'hanoKl ... .. .. .. . 

a9& 

0®5 

A^h^roid ll .. .. ■• ■■ •■■ 

.. .a.95 
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Barbanar 

. .9.90 

299 
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. .. .. ... 
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..I'l 95 
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.. .9 90 
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D.09 
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Dandy.. ...... .. .. . .. . . 

Errpira Sirius Qirk ... 

. .099 
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. 0 35 

2.09 
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i.1UFl 9i? ■ ■• ■ ■■-- . 

. .095 

2.50 

Got Dexter n 

.. 639 

■..® 

Giadal&r.. 

Lv^'^lh^n. .. ... .. ... .. 

9®9 
.. .039 

3.69 

2.06 

MssIB' dt It-fl L-iJrnp. , . ... ... 

.0 39 

0.93 

Quill .... 

.1499 

359 

RjqIuiti □! tiiE-Judi .. .. . . 

.936 

266 J 

SwCBrtjr Lord ... 

...1299 

2.99 

Cpitling imagB 

. .9.99 

3.99 ^ 

Split Pfanoalniea. 

Ster ... . . .. .. .. . 

905 
. 9 . 06 

1 50 
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SdtfiipaCci. 

STriKt Fqrte Harr-er... 

.. ..9.09 
1209 

2.99 

3.90 

SwejevD'S Wi^ld. 

Thar^lus .. ... 

ttUjnjBft>rd& 

Ttiuwan'am ofi Dsalh. 

....9S9 

...9.59 

....9.99 

2 90 

2 93 
4.90 
Q.SD 

crah (Tha:i. .. 

.9 95 

290 

TiyigJ Pt;fggrl5.. . 

..14.95 

4.60 

TnuinJ Pik/Rjirtc; Npvi* RMiirviinnA 

U 93 

4 99 

■NVIW * LH b^'Ib * L*C^""** . 

30Galore... . .... 

.9 6® 
...9.95 

490 

1 

WE?tiAa 

... a.99 

.299 



SPECIAL OFFER DISCS 

RPP 

OUR 

A T F .. 

..:r1.90 

4 99 

Capp .. . ..... 

BarKingn,.... . . 

Empite Sii^Kbe Sflck 

1=4 96 
..'4.90 

..■ fl.95 

4 09 
630 

799 

FB'rtanoez Mi/si Dra 

Karnav . ... . 

KnifjSTtrnnftt .. .. . . 

'^4.90 

\Am 

..14 90 

4 99 
4.09 
436 

MiPdli^t0r . 

...14 39 

i.39 

'i-TypB... .. .. 

..14 99 

609 

^friun efi Ihe jei.. .. 

Siir Wars .. . 

liilril. 

14 95 
-.14 95 

14 96 

7.09 

709 

409 

XOH. .. ... ... T.. ...... ... .. , 

..12 96 

4.09 

BUDGET GAMES 

72g . . ..... .. ... 


. .2.&9 

Batnian . . 


..... 2 .?a 

Convrsndr? ■■ . . 


.2.09 

Cratzy Carfi. 


. . 2.09 

Oauntjgl . ... . . 

LMUfirbcDrP ... ... .. .. .. .. . - 


.2.99 

2&6 

LBap-jB Cfissana^ 

lv!a!;R .. . .. ... .. 

'^irrKil3<xiir 


......2.99 

.239 

2 99 

1 IjIYI ~ 1 LI vipG L iJ ■ M *u KLIV ■ 

Pri^teflnr. ... ... .. . ... 


. . 2 09 

Road RLHiTifl^ 


.2.99 

Ryg^ . . . .. 


. .2.99 

SCMby Deo. 

Sov-at’FiQiiter Mg 20. 


2 9® 


2.99 

SuporCvUs 


.2.99 

UTDriri Games. . .. . 
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JOYSTICKS 


DnifBljM25^ JaySUCK .. .. 
PrgSmO C^our iRfld cr&eanj 

PrC- SOaO JayiliO.. . .. 

Blanqrd^ Joystick 


.9.06 
U59 
- 1&06 
, 14..09 


7S0 
■.'09 
10 99 
12.09 


AF^Y GAME NOT DS^EO PLEASE OGmTaGT \J^ R>R PRICES ANDls&T SDi^TWARE 


TAITOCOIN OPS 
ONLY t0.9& 
:'^StanfF^mgSh3riiaul?We 
fobDie Ark^dll.^Jgp^igtii 
Legm?o^*^ 

Renegade 


IN CROWD O«LV£10.,®g 
eartiarian. Oryzgr. 
CraiyCais. PfrfaLcu. 
Kainfiv. Combeft ScroaL 
Targei Renegade. Platetm 


FWE STAR III ONLV £4.5® 
Throogfi thi Tr^ Daw - 
Tau C#li + Eifltot^ng F^r 
+ ^mpesi + R-eom ^ 
lUSj + -Slnke 
Fence Hgrne: 


MgOA GAMES VOL ONE 
ONLY£fi.99 DISC £12.93 
Northaarr. Cytwrrod Deflekicf.Fitasiiii 
Triaios Touf De Fffre. eipod SsiheT. 
HsrtuleS. 0F?1® Uhv6i^. BlOOd '^iBy 






■% 01 


LIVE AMMO 
ONLY £5.99 
DISC £1 Z.5D 

flam-bo 
Great Ewflpe 
Tpffl Gun 
Army Moves 
Gr&en Benst 



GAME SET Br MATCH Z 
ONLY £7.99 DISC -£13.50 
Malchday IL 

Ian Botham's Teat MatcFi. 

Basket MgjteT. 

■Super Hang On, 

Track ri Field. 

Superbowl. 

Winter Olymp'-aO. 

Ste^E Da'AS SncwDksf, 

Nick Fj-do sOpen 


COMPUTER CLASSICS ONLY 
£2.93 DISC £6.^® 

Syn^ps 
□an Dari® 

Into The Fegles Negi 
A 1 iBn& 

CaulOfon: IF 


CHARTBUSTER3 ONLY £5.99 

Gb05tbu.-Slers. F.A. Cup Football. 
Agent X. Kane. L.A. Swat. Ninja 
Master. Flaepulm. Ollie ’& Lisa. 
RicDcFiet. Zotyx. Dan Dar&. Tacr 
Gail. Way or Eifploding Fsl. 
Foi'mula 1 SlmulaioL Bnan 
Jacks Superslaf. I-Bail. Park 
Patrol. Thrust. War Gars. Heevey 
Heedbar^ger 


STQFTY SO FAR II 
ONLY £9.93 

Ov9rlana*r 4 Hopping Mad 4 
Spac& Hamer + Liye 4 Let Die - 
Beyond \C6 Pataca 


S.O.C, ORDER FORM (AMSTRAD COMPUTER USER FEBRUARY ISSUE) 

Please send the following titles. BLOCK capitals please! 

Type of computer__ 


Name. 


* Personal Calisrs Orrly 


ITttle:- 




PICK Of SrHR 

THE HOWTH flUT 

SOCCER SPECtACULAfl 
mV£7^IHgCE1D.33 
fooflbi: rasper + Peter 
&Krfd4it5f-fi 1 IVbnd ChflmjMJns 
4 . R^irdbail UvJtiDrr i. Stwe^r 


Total Enclosed E 


Amount 


Address- 


Postcode 
Tel. No.- 


Please make cheques or postal orders payable to S.D.C. 
Orders under €5 please add SOp per tape P&P. Over ES PRP is free. 
Europe please add £1 per tape, etsewhere add £1.50 per tape. 
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Dr David ‘Lazarus* 


Dorn is on top form 
this month with more' 
wise words in answer 


to your problems. He 
revisits Mini Office II 
and DR Graph and 
discusses word 
processors and buying 


a mouse. 



A hero returns 


A s you will no doubl have seen, 
Applications Advice did not 
make it last month; this v/as 
because of a rather severe illness on 
my behalf. I think it had something to 
do with being given the honorary 
doctorate by the ACU team the mondh 
before, coupled with Adrian 
Pumphrey making that wax doll of me 
and sticking RS232 cables into it. 

Thus, we have rather a fat bag this 
month, and a variety of topics to be 
covered. So many, in fact, that yet 
again I am holding the colour dumping 
stuff over for at least another month. 



Apologies to all of you who have been 
waiting patiently for the 256 colour 
capability for your LC-lOs but, as a 
very wise man once said, everything 
comes to him who waits. Be patient a 
little longer and all will be revealed. 

Right then, to the queries and 
answers. As usual, w'e will go through 
the ve got it wrong again, Dom’ 
post first, and then get into the new 
queries! 

Barring bars? 

Firstly the bar commands in Mini 
Office //. Many of you wrote to tell me 
that page six of the manual contained 
details of their operation, something 


that I 'had overlooked in previous 
columns. And, of course, Maurice 
McKinney and A. N. Gry (who does he 
think he is kidding?) of Sheffield were 
right. So, just to put the record 
straight, and with due apologies to 
Database, page six of the Mini Office II 
manual does indeed mention the ERA 
command. Sorry, 

Researched 

I have been overwhelmed by the 
response to my plea for help a few 
issues ago regarding problems with 
DK Graph. Ernest Munroe, who was 
one of the progenitors of the discuss¬ 
ion, has sent me a follow-up letter, and 
wishes to thank all our correspon¬ 
dents for their help, particularly John 
Hudson. 

Now Ernest is asking for a little 
more help, Ernest writes 'T would 
appreciate some comments on the 
Multiple Graph facility (item 7 on the 
main menu). Now that I have regained 
the recall facility, I can display up to 
four graphs on my screen, but when I 
try to print them out, I get the mes¬ 
sage (after much whirring of discs) 
'Disc write error, Temporary file- 
:GSXTMP' and i am back outside the 
program with an A:prompt. Any help 
that your correspondents can provide 
will be most welcome.” 

Hmm. It rather looks as though 


Graph needs to write a temporary file 
to disc in order to ^ve it room to load 
printer drivers etc. Maybe the disc just 
does not have the room on it? Mike 
Brown and Joe Collins may be able to 
help. Both have written in response to 
Ernest's earlier letter. We will handle 
Mike’s letter first. He says, “Both (DR 
Graph and DR Draw) programs are far 



too big to fit into the Amstrad’s TPA 
(Transient Program Area), or indeed 
on a 178k disc, and so are put together 
from a shell program and a large 
number of overlays - fifteen in the 
case of DR Graph, varying in size from 
2K to 14K - and other bits like ASS¬ 
IGN.SYS, the GSX drivers and GSX 
itself. Running DR Graph is therefore 
a bit of a juggling act. The trick is to 
have on the A: drive all the overlays 
that the program expects to find 
there, and to have all the rest on the B: 
drive. The shell program is called 
GRAPH.COM. 

“Giving the device driver names 
listed in ASSIGN.SYS, the prefix B: 
enables the drivers themselves to be 
put on the B: drive. All graphs will 
have to be loaded and saved from and 
to B: by using the prefix B: on the 
filename (as we have already seen), 
but even then, space is very limited. 

“If an -OOK second drive or 256k 
silicon disc is available, all necessary 
files can be put on one disc (the shell 
program to use is called GRAP- 
H2DR.COM - confusing, I know, but 
the 2DR bit refers to the 2 drive PCW', 
which can use its 720k second drive to 
hold all the files). The silicon disc is 
particularly nice - quiet and fast - 
except that it is not compatible with 
the —bit printer port! I am still work¬ 
ing on this one." 

Mike has also offered to correspond 
with Ernest personally to help him out 
with his problems. That is a wonder¬ 
fully kind offer, but, if I may, I would 
like to ask you if you would corre¬ 
spond through this column? That way, 
many more people will benefit from 
any advice that is given, which is, after 
all, what Applications Advice is all 
about. So, Mike needs to know w'hich 
files you have on which disc? 

1 decided to phone Mr Munroe, and 
here is the information 
DRIVE A: 

ASSIGN.SYS 

DDFXHR8.FRL 

DDMODE2.PRL 

GRAPH.COM 

GRAPHl.OVL 
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GRAPH2.0VL 
GRAPH3.0VL 
GKAPH4,0VL 
GRAPHS.OVL 
GRAPH6.0VL 
GRAPH?.OVL 
GRAPHS.OVL 
GRAPH2DR.COM 
GRAPHY.MNU 
GRAPHZ.TBL 
GSX.SYS 
P1P.COM 

DRIVE B 
GRAPH9.0VL 
GRAPHA.OVL 
GRAPHB.OVL 
GRAPHC.OVL 
GRAPHD.OVL 
Roughly 126k free on disc b: 

The ball is now very firmly in Mike’s 
court, and 1 thank him in advance for 
his efforts! 

Now to Joe Collins, who hails from 
my part of the world, up here in the 
beautiful North East of England - a 
little place called Marske (pro¬ 
nounced Mask), Joe has basically 
gone through how he set up his copy 
of DR Graph, covering ground we have 
already considered. However, he has 
included one ver>'^ interesting snippet. 



It seems that ASSIGN.SYS on his ver¬ 
sion contains the device driver 
DDFXLR7, which is set to use only 7 
bits for printing, and which, he thinks, 
dashes with an —bit printer port. 

As Mr Munroe is using a different 
device driver in his ASSIGN.SYS, I do 
not think he will experience any prob¬ 
lems of that kind. It is an --bit driver, 
but thanks for the tip an>'W'ay, Joe. 

No doubt we wiD be hearing more 
about DR Graph in the future. For the 
present, 1 have had another offering 
from John R. Hudson, who has given 
valuable help in the past. (This Is 
beginning to sound like the Hairy 
Hacker's column, with regulars 
writing in, and long may the trend 
persist)! 

This time, John is responding to the 
letters I have received over the past 
few months about Mini Office II. Be¬ 
fore we get into this one, I had better 
make my position clear on that parti¬ 
cular suite of programs. I know that i 
often knock MOII, but in truth, when 
its price is taken into consideration, it 
is not a bad buy. My overriding feeling 
is that it is great for the casual big 
three user (WP/spreadsheet/data- 
base), but is beaten into a cocked hat 


by standalone programs. So there you 
have it. 1 do not really dislike it! 

Back to John Hudson, He tells me 
that users of Supercalc2 can transfer 
graphics data to MOII, as MOII uses 
comma delimited values to store 
graphics data. This, as Jimmy Young 
would say, is what you do. 



“Define a range in an SC2 spread¬ 
sheet two columns wide by twenty 
rows long. Enter the values in the 
left-hand column, and the associated 
labels in the right-hand column (note 
that this is the opposite way round to 
the way that data is displayed within 
MOII). Fill any unneeded cells in the 
left-hand column with zeros, so that 
there are twenty numeric values in 
the left-hand column. You can leave 
unneeded cells in the labels column 
blank. 

“Use the SC2/S(ave) <Filename> 
P(art) command to save just these 
forty cells. When you quit SC2, turn 
over the disc, and toad SDI; select 
option A and enter the <filename>; 
press <RETURN> twice, and SDI will 
create a comma delimited file with the 
same < filename >. 

“Leave CP/M and load the MOII 
graphics module: select load data and, 
when prompted for a filename, enter 
<filename>, CSV. As you can load 
three separate data files, each of up to 
twenty values and their associated 
labels, you can display up to sbity 
values in MOII graphs". 

That is very useful, John, as spread¬ 
sheet users who wish to graph already 
existing ranges need only create a 
forty cell block and reference the ceL 
addresses with the values they wdsh to 
graph, rather tlian export the whole 
sheet into MOII. For that tip, and your 
past help, 1 am hoping that our be¬ 
loved and very' good-looking editor 
will send you a httle je ne sajs quoi as a 
thank-you (a little crawling always 
helps!) 


Random 

You may recall that a couple of 
months ago I asked for help with 
Random Access Filing, on behalf of 
Peter HalliweJl Redvers, and 1 am 
indebted to every'One who has written 
in w'ith information. I wish w'e had 
room to print all the letters in Ml but 
we haven’t, so a precis is in order! 

Richard Moss, from Stockport, 
which used to be in Cheshire, but now 


seems to have disowned the said 
county, suggests an £S solution from 
the Public Domain Software Library' 
(PDSL), which lives at Winscome 
House, Beacon Road, Crowborough, 
Sussex TN6 lUL (08926 63298), 

They have a disc called KUGIO, 
which contains MBASIC.COM. 
MB ASIC just happens to support 
random access files, and runs under 
CP/M. Unfortunately, according to 
Richard, there is no on-disc manual, 
but syntax is much the same as other 
Microsoft type Basics, 

From Scarborough, the seaside 
town that still has not recovered from 
my going to college there, G,W, Duell 
writes to remind me that in Comput¬ 
ing with the Amstrad CPC, before it 
became CPC computing, before ACU 
absorbed it, Joe Pritchard had a two- 
part article on acNeving random ac¬ 
cess filing via some Basic and a little 
machine code. The issues in question 
are the Nov/Dec ’87 ones, and G.W. 
goes on to say that if Peter HR would 
like copies of the articles, 1 can pass on 
his address. 

Please, if you are interested, and 
decide to write to G.W,, include at the 
very least a stamped addressed enve¬ 



lope and a couple of Spare stamps - 
photocopying isn't cheap! The ad¬ 
dress is: 48 Weaponness Valley Road, 
Scarborough, North Yorkshire, YOU 
2JG. 

There we leave the ‘ongoing' tray, 
and move into the ‘in' tray with a batch 
of new problems and requests for 
advice. 


Mouse traps 

Way back in September, Alastair 
Hall wrote seeking advice about buy¬ 
ing a mouse. It really feels like months 
ago. He asks whether 1 would go for a 
Genius mouse or the AMX mouse, and 
adds the caveat that he has under £60 
to spend. Well, without wishing to 
cause offence to anyone, I would 
plump for the AMX rodent every time, 
because it seems to be supported by 
more software than any other kind. 
And there you have it - short and 
sweet! 

From Israel, Mrs Frieda Giimour 
writes with a knotty problem. She has 
sent me some examples of the kind of 
input she gets from an Apple Mac, and 
some pretty high-powered word pro- 
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cessors and printers, much of which 
involves some very heavy mathemati¬ 
cal symbols (heavy as in tiiey do not 
appear in any of the standard ASCII 
tables). She wants to know if there is 
any way she can coax a sintilar kind of 
output from her CPC12S and an 
DMP2000* Frieda also says she is 
prepared to buy whatever equipment 
is necessary' to make her CPC compa¬ 
tible with IBM PCs, if that is what it 
will take. 

Well, Frieda, I have ploughed 
through aD of the word processors 1 
have at my disposal, and that includes 
almost all of the CPC programs availa¬ 
ble at the moment, as well as most of 
the well-known programs, and there is 
really only one that is set up for what 
you need. That particular one runs on 
IBM PCs and their compatibles, so is 
totally unsuitable for use with your 
CPC.' 

Also, 1 am sorry to say that the CPC 
is not upgradeable to PC compatibi¬ 
lity, so the ‘necessary equipment' 
would mean at least a PC compatible. 
Sorry to be the bearer of such bad 
tidings, but that is the way the cookie 
crumbles, 

Basic info 

While w'e are in foreign climes, Mrs 
Stephanie Shaw has written from a 
BFPO address, seeking some basic 
info on word processors. She is pos¬ 
sessed of a 464 and a BMPl, which she 
would like to use to help her present 
her Open University essays nicely, but 
she has been told that the 464 only has 
42k available to the user for programs, 
and she has some doubts about whet¬ 
her her 2,(XX) w'ord opi (that is the 
posh word for opusses) would fit onto 
the machine. 

Stephanie asks whether it would be 
necessary to expand the memory of 
the machine, and if it would be advLs- 
able to buy a disc drive. She would also 
like my opinion on which would be the 
most suitable word processor to get 
hold of. 

Well, to prioritise buying, I would 
always go for a disc drive first, and 
memory expansion second, basically 
because there are so few programs 
that take advantage of the second 
bank of 64k RAM that expansion pro¬ 
vides; but mainly because the differ¬ 
ence in the speed of storage. l,et me 
explain why. 

WTien you consider something like 
word processing (something I do 
every day that God sends), it is impor¬ 
tant that you have a quick and reliable 


storage medium. I have always had the 
habit of saving my work every couple 
of hundred words or so, and when 
using floppy discs, on whatever ma- 
cltine, 1 have always made sure that I 
have got the last three versions safe 
before 1 save the next one out. That 
way, I have got four lots of words: one 
in memory, and three on disc - albeit 
at different stages of completeness. 

Now, to get that kind of safety net 
with a tape-based system, you are 
going to be waiting for some time for 
the cassette to stop grinding its \vay 
round before you can get on with what 
you want to do. On the other hand 
(apart from four fingers and a thumb) 
you have got speedy saving and load¬ 
ing from disc, which means keepbig 
safe backup files is less painful, and 



more likely to be done. Believe me, 
there is nothing worse than sitting at 
your keyboard for an hour or so, 
clattering away and entering a thou¬ 
sand well chosen words of timeless 
prose, only to have the dog/wife/ 
nipper,'cleaning lady trip over the 
pow'er lead and render your machine 
lifeless before your very eyes. If you 
have saved your work a minute or so 



earlier, it is just a minor incon¬ 
venience, If you cannot abide waiting 
ages for the cassette, and so have not 
bothered, it is heartbreaking - hands 
up everybody who’s learned the hard 
way! 

So, disc drive first. Now' to the 
program itself. Stephanie mentions 
Tasword 464, Protext, and Bmnword, 
and asks which w'ould be a good one to 
use. Grr! It does not matter what I say 
here, 1 am bound to get storms of 
protest from lovers of the other two. 
To be fair, I started with Tasword on 
the CPC, because I had been using it 


for so long on the Spectrum, and could 
not stand WordStar under CP/M. 
However, I found that the Spell 
Checker - TAS SPELL - was far too 
slow for my needs, and also that the 
program itself was not flexible enough 
for w'hat 1 w'as doing. Even so, it is a 
damned good word processor, and no 
one can take that away from it. And it 
Is also very cheap. 

I moved onto Protext - on ROM - 
and have used that ever since, on the 
CPC, and PC, and the ST, and the 
Amiga. 1 know it inside out, and can 
make it do exactly what I want it to, 
with very little fuss and bother, and I 



can print with any given printer with 
very little trouble. Its spell checker, 
whilst not fast and a bit of a pain in the 
disc version, is a joy in the ROM 
version. That said, the whole suite, 
including Pretext, ProSpell, Pro- 
Mer^ plus, and the necessary ROM 
Box is not the cheapest set-up on the 
market. 

The mid-ground is held by Brun- 
word. As I mentioned earlier, 1 have 
looked at Brimword on a number of 
occasions, and, if my needs were not 
as specialised as they are, 1 w’ould 
certainly give it consideration as my 
main WP. As it stands, if it is to be your 
first word processor, and you have 
only one printer (like most people), 
and you do not need to be able to 
produce ASCII files for electronic 
transmission at the drop of a hat, but 
you do like very close WYSIW’TG, then 
there is no doubt that it is a very 
capable program. 

Stephanie, that is the best bit of 
fence-sitting I have ever done. The 
fact is that it is almost impossible for 
me to say *X is the best’, because it 
depends veo' tnuch on what you want 
to do with it. In your case, I suspect 
Brunword and a disc drive will meet 
your needs, as they are quite straight¬ 
forward. There is also the advantage 
that Mike Brunning operates a ‘suck it 
and see’ approach. If you tr>' it and do 
not like it, you can return it for full 
refund, and try another one. That 
cannot be a bad deal! 

Oh-oh! We have run out of space 
apin. Never mind, Applications Ad¬ 
vice will be back again next month 
with more of your queries and tips, so 
keep them coming in. The address is 
at the front of the magazine, or you 
can contact me via the new Focus 
Bulletin Board, details of which ap¬ 
pear elsewhere in this mag. See you 
next month. 0 


Page SO 


Amstrai/ t^erfebn/ary lOOff 




































CPC SOFTWARE TITIES 


□ Genuim Amsoft J Guaranteed Quuliiy and Reliability 
□ Buy from the UK'$ LARGEST S4JPPLIERI 


SCCOiUMMDOlMA'fTIIX 

PRINTERS 


Sta/U&i KUi 


FREE 


PRINTIR 

FTP* 


Kil 

WITH EVERY 
PRINTER... 
CPC Ithk 
jOOOSliKttsf 
Llilliig Paw 
iiMira Ribs«n 

WORTH 
0V1R £301 


PAmffED 
FrfdlMi Troct« 

printer SPEED 
Drih NLO 

INTERNAL 

BUFFER 

OfFER 

RRICI 

✓ 

I ✓ 

144 

36 

4K 

£199.95 

✓ 

✓ 

144 

36 

4K 

£239.95 

✓ ; 

✓ 

120 

25 

4K 

£tS9.S5 

: 

V 

175 

30 

4K 

£179.05 


MASTERFILE Iff 

(Campbell S/stems) 

PROTEXT 

(Arnor) 

MINI OFFICE II 

(DatolKtse) 

STOP PRESS 

(Oatahase) 

CRASH COURSE 
(lankey) 

TWO FINGERS 

(lankey) 

TIME & MAGIK 

(level 9 } 


£19.95 

£1M5 

£3M5 

€ia.95 

£TS.9S 

£11.90 


m«««* «««»tfe« ■ton* ftrtt* ar* 
flnHolilt m »lf» MIT n 


AMS 301 STORAGE BOX 


i. 

*T LAST, IT’S HEIII j ♦„'S!3:-,SSSSi3‘S!a 

j«t whot yw » * 

A g roor new dfsk storage box + ^ ^ ouradMy 

ciirPacEPkr Ia itio la-uiir It*fl BCd jwj 4i(flur 




£12.95 


ACCESSORIES 


PRIFFTER RI8B0NStGe^M«^^..5j 

monm % £4.95 

0MP4O0O £5.49 

STARLC10 £A.M) 
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Through 

the 

looking 

glass 

Chris Knight drops in 
on Mirrorsoft to 
unwrap the secret of 
Its success 


M irror, mirror on the wall, who 
has the largest profile of 
them all? Image works? Cin- 
emaware? FTL? PSS? Spectrum Holo- 
byte? Or all of them? 

When Mirrorsoft first beamed into 
existence some five years ago under 
the wing of Robert Maxwell's bur¬ 
geoning media empire, its original 
guise was that of a low-profile soft¬ 
ware house based upon research into 
scientific and technical issues for the 
worlds of education and business. All 
well and good, but nowadays, under 
its many pseudonyms, there is a little 
more to it than that, as MD Peter 
Bilotta will confirm. 

Peter has been at Mirrorsoft’s helm 
for a little over two years, but his 
pedigree stretches back a lot further, 
including a five-year stint as finance 
director at Activision. In those days he 
did not regard Mirrorsoft as a mar¬ 



ketplace competitor. Rut after a 
rather successful year in 1988, which 
saw twenty-five awards for product 
excellence tucked under its corporate 
belt, including "Software House of the 
Year", Mirrorsoft's low profile days are 
seemingly long gone. 

"In the early days, we kept pretty 
much to Ourselves,” says Peter, “But 
we are now firmly on the map and 
weVe got to focus our identity in the 
marketplace. We have been number 
one publisher for some weeks now 
and obviously we arc proud, but we 
can't be complacent. After all, a com¬ 
pany is only as good as its last or next 
product." 

According to Peter, part of Mir¬ 
rorsoft’s meteoric rise to stardom can 
be attributed to two such products, 



Pfltar Bilotia - managing ditiector and mad- 
allion man. 



Cathy Campos (tap) and Alison Beasly. 


and very familiar names they are loo," 
Defender of the Crown and Dungeon 
Master must take some sort of top 
placing historically/' he claims. “Our 
game reviews are in the 80s and 90s 
for lots of products nowadays, be¬ 
cause they are very exploitable. This 
is extremely important." 

This very successful exploitation of 
original game concepts was demon¬ 
strated w'ith the release of Chaos 
Strikes Back - add-on to Dungeon 
Master. Originally envisaged as 
merely several add-on levels, the 
game has developed into a fully 
fiedged sequel, featuring completely 
new monsters and adversaries and a 
character portrait editor which ena¬ 
bles players to change the appearance 
of their chosen party. Judging by the 
success of the original and its growing 
number of addicts, this 'Son of Dung¬ 
eon Master’ should be in for a warm 
reception in its varying formats. 

But success, as all software houses 
are aware, naturally breeds imitations. 
Should a firm feel flattered to see 
original ideas picked up and played 
around with by others or frustrated? 
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Peter Bilotta clauas the former. "Ob¬ 
viously, we have experienced this sort 
of thing and it is quite complementary. 
There have been some products very 
similar to Falcon and very admirable 
games they are too* But at the end of 
the day, they have been and gone 
while Falcon is still going strong. In 
fact, it has sold more copies than any 
other game in Europe on 16 bit.” 

The secret of success, they say, is in 
the making, and this is something in 
which Mirrorsoft firmly believes. "A 
good piece of home computer soft¬ 
ware is like a film. It has to be scripted 
and if it is no good, it is thrown out. It 
also needs to be storyboarded and the 
right team for each piece is essential, 
I'he two products really are getting 
more and more akin,” 

With computer graphics getting 
more true to life virtually every day, 
this affinity between softw'are and 
movies could fast become reality, and 
raises again the currently fervent 
debate on game ratings. Does Peter 
Bilotta believe it makes sense? 

"Clearly, with the violence that we 
see in films and the more realistic 


developments there are on the screen, 
it is something that might have to be 
looked into. I do feel that we have a 
responsibility as a pubLsher not to go 
over the top and we tend in the end to 
go for something as uncontroversiaJ as 
possible.” 

But less of the responsibilities and 
more of the plans. Just around the 
comer is 1990: ha\dng grown from 
humble beginnings into the multi- 
media power base Mirrorsoft now is, 
the question must arise as to where it 
goes in the next decade? 

Across its labels, the company 
claims to look after dedicated users of 
all age groups. The Imageworks man¬ 
date is to accommodate the needs of 
the young, sophisticated user; Spec¬ 
trum Holobyte takes care of some of 
the best 16-bit crunchers; whDst Cin- 
emaware stands in the forefront of the 
latest CD-ROM entertainment tech¬ 
nology. The list goes on, gimg the 
impression that somehow the ’90s are 
all sewn up. 

Amongst releases planned for the 
New Year are such blockbusters as 
Btoodwycb and Back to tiw Future 


(Parts two and three - to coincide 
with the film releases!. Spectrum Hol¬ 
obyte have apparently achieved the 
impossible and improved upon 
Falcon, the EGA IBM version of which 
is now being used to train our boys in 
uniform! 

And, wait for it, thanks to a £5 
million investment agreement with 
Guinness Publishing and Pergamon 
Compact Solution, 1990 vM be the 
year of the "Guinness Disc of Re¬ 
cords”, a multi-media version of the 
book operating with CD-ROM drives. 
Anything else? 

“We find computer users are very 
critical and that is very good, we need 
that, "stresses Peter." There is so 
much to do in terms of strategising for 
the future and we are expanding the 
whole time. There is a multi-media 
market out there w'orth many millions 
and we are aiming to be at the fore¬ 
front helping to create supply for a 
demand. 

“If we do it right, consoles and 
computers will be able to live side by 
side. The possibilities are tremen¬ 
dously exciting, ’ ’ ^ 



An eager pragrammer. 
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BLOCKADES 

BY MARION CLARKE 


We have been overwhelmed by 
requests for a big listing - so 
here goes, a game that should 
provide hours of post Christmas 
entertainment, or hours of 
agonizing typing at the very 
least. We'll try for a serious one 
next month. 


10 

REM 


[EA] 

2 0 

REM 

* 


* 

[951 

30 

REM 


Blockades 


[21] 

40 

REM 

* 

by 

t 

[FC] 

50 

REM 

t 

Mar i on 

•' 

[30] 

60 

REM 

* 

Cl fii rke 

i 

[3CJ 

70 

REM 

* 


f 

[9A] 

80 

REM 

% t * t tt t * ttt * t 

[FI] 


90 ‘ [F9] 

100 CALL PAPER 0:PEN 1:MODE 1:FOR ^=1 TO 2;CLS:LOCATE 16,i:PRINT”BLOCKADES 

LOCATE IS, 2: PRINT STRINGS < 9 , CHRU ( 2 08 J ) r PR I NT : FOR b [46] 

=1 TO A;READ aS:PRINT a$;PRINT:NEXT:LOCATE 15,25:PRINT"Press Space":;WHILE INKEY 
(47)<>0:WEND:.NEXT:GOSUB 210 I 46] 

110 DATA "This is a strategy game for two players,the object being to got one of 
your fivecounters home before your opponent," l9A} 

120 DATA ".At the start of your turn, yoin' dice is thrown and your cursor {•} app 
ears in the centre of the screen." [40] 

130 DATA "Both players use the arrow keys to move.Space to pick up the counter u 
nder the cursor, and Enter to p'lace it. If used be [ 3A ] 
fore Enter, Del will.abort a move," l3Aj 

140 Data "You may move the cursor almost anywhere.but when you have picked up a 
counter. you must stay on the lines, and will notbe [90] 
allowed to retrace your steps while moving it." t9C] 

150 DATA "You may pass your opponent counters. If you place yours on one, you 
send it back to the start." iC2] 


160 DATA "The black squares are blockades, and maynot be passed. If you place yo 


ur counteron one, you can then move it (to a placewh [0D] 
ere it will hinder your opponent!)" [0D] 

170 DATA "You may only enter the home box on a complete move."," " [6C] 

180 WHILE w = 0:GOSUB 310: WHILE (dl<d OR t-l) AND w = 0: RESTORE 190: FOR Tn=l TO 9: REA 
D n:IF lNKEV(n)-0 THEN ON m COSUB 3 90,390,390,390,43 [4 A] 

0,450,480,630,650 ELSE NEXT [4A] 

190 DATA 0,1,2,8,47,6,79,37,60 [AA] 

200 WEND:WEND:G03LB 500;IF i=0 THEN CALL &BC02:PAPER 0:PEN 1:MODE 1:END ELSE GOS 
UB 240:w=0;GOTO 190 [09] 

210 ENV 1.1,-15,8,1,15,2,1,-15,e,1,15.2,1.-15.9:ENT 1,1.20,10,1,-20,10;ENT 2,1,- 


20,10,1,20.10 [E7] 

220 MODE 1:INK 0,14:INK 1,6:INK 2,22:INK 3,0:PAPER 0:PEN 3:CLS:BORDER 14:WINDOW 
,2,11 ,10.13:PAPER «1,0:PEN tl.3;tfIND0W #2,31,40,10 [DD] 

,13:PAPER # 2,0 t PEN #2,3 [DD] 

230 SYMBOL AFTER 252:SVMBOL 252,255,128,164,165.189.165,164,0;SYMBOL 253,256,0,2 
00,45,42,40,200,0rSYMBOL 254.255,1,189,161,195,161,1 [FC] 

89,0:SYMBOL 255,255,129,129,129,129,129,129.255;DIM z(l7,13) [FC] 

240 CLS: RESTORE 250: FOR v = l TO 13: FOR u = l TO 17: READ z : (u , v) : NEXT: NE.XT ; LOCATE 

9,1:PRINT" K = Keys": LOCATE 26.1;PRINT"S = Stop" [EDj 
250 DATA 6,6,75,61 ,75,121 .'6,6,7,6,6,6,6,116,112,6,6.0,0.0,0,0,0.0,0,3,0,0,0,0.0, 
0,0,0,0,6.6,6,66,76,79,67,75,65,68,69.83,6,6.6,0,0,0 [AS] 

,0.0,0,0,0,0,3,0,0.0,0,0,0.0,0.6,6,6,6,6,6,6.6,3.6,6,6,6.6,6.6,6,8.8.6,6.0.0.0,0 
.3,0.0,0,0.6,6.8,8 [A5] 

260 DATA 8,8.6,6,0,6,6,243,6.242.6 
, 6 , 6 , 0,6,6,6,0,6,6,6,0,6,6,6,0,6, 6 


6,0.6.6,8,8,6,6,0.0,0.0,3,0.0,0,3.0,0,0,0,6,6 
3,0,0,0,3.0,0.0.3 [58] 


. 0 . 0 , 0 . 3 , 0 , 0 , 0 , 3 . 0 , 6 . 6 , 6 . 0 , 6 . 6 , 6 . 0 , 6 , 6 , 6 . 0 . 6 , 6 . 6 , 0 . 0 . 0 , 0 , 0 . 0 , 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 , 0 . 0,0 
, 0 , 0 , 6 . 6 , 4 , 4 . 4 , 4 . 1 , 6 , 6 . 6 . 2 , 5 . 5 , 5 , 5 , 6,6 158 ] 

270 LOCATE 20,1;PRINT CHRS ( 252 ); CHR S( 253 ):CHR$( 254 ):: PLOT 304,384,3 : DRAWR 0.-2:D 
RAWR 46.0;DRAWR 0.2:FOR v=3 TO 25 STEP 2;FOR u=5 TO [DF] 


Page 54 


Amstrad User February 1S90 





















37 STEP 3;G0SUB 560;NEXT;NEXT [DF] 

2 S0 PAPER 0;FOR v=3 TO 23 STEP 1:FOR u=6 TO 3G STEP 2iIF z((u-3)N2.(v41}\2)>3 TH 
EN 300 ELSE IF z((a-3)\2.{v+l)\2+l)<4 THEN LOCATE u- [9C] 
l.vKiiPRlNT CHRS{149};:IF v<23 THEN LOCATE u-1,vt3rPRINT CHRS(i49): [9Cl 
290 IF z( (u-3 )\2 + l , { v-il )\2K4 THEN LOCATE u,v; PRINT CHRS { 1 5 4 ) ; ; IF z ( ( u-3 )\2 +1 . f v 
|J\2 + 1)<4 THEN LOCATE u +1 . v +1 ; PR I NT CHRSa49);:IF v ( FF J 
'3 THEN LOCATE u+L,v+3:PRINT CHR$(149); [FF] 

^0 NEXT;NEXT 1 LOCATE 21,2;PRINT CHR$(149) ; :LOCATE IS.13:PRINT CHRS(154); :LOCATE 
;.13;PaiNT CHR${154);:p=l;LOCATE 21.13:PEN 1:PRINT" [99] 

“: ;ct(1)=SIct(2)=5;x=21:y=13:PLOT 312.38 2:DHAWR 3£.0;xt = 0:yt = 0:xp = 0;yp = 0:t = 0;RE 
JRN [99] 

10 dl = 0;,CLS #1;CLS tf2:PLOT 4 90 *p-416,1 94,3 i DRAWR 0,48rDRAWR 4 0.0:DftAWa 0.-48; DR 
YR -48.0:MOVER 4,4;FILL p:FOR a-1 TO 3:SOUND i,l2@, [33] 

0.15.1,1:SOUND 1.l£0,£0,15,1.2:NEXTrWHILE SQM)>4;WENDtd=INT(END*6)+1;ON d GOTO 
j£0,330,340,350,360,370 [33] 

20 PLOT 4&0*p-394,£16;GOTO 390 [0C] 

3 0 FOR a = 0 TO l;PLOT 480*p-4044 a * 20.223 -q* £ 4;GOSUB 330:NEXT:RETURN [IF] 

10 FOR a=0 TO 2;PLOT 480*p-404+a*10,££ 8 - 0 *12:GOSUB 380;NEXT:RETURN [88] 

10 FOR a = 0 TO 1;FOR b = 0 TO 1;PLOT 480•p-404 + q*£ 0,£ 28-b* £ 4;GOSUB 330:NEXT:NEXT;R 
TURN [D4] 

30 FOR a = 0 TO 1;FOR b = 0 TO 1:PLOT 480•p-404+ a*£0,2£8-b*£4;GOSUB 380 1 NEXT;NEXT:P 
3T 480*p-394,210:GOTQ 390 [£8] 

70 for a = 0 TO l:FOR b = 0 TO 2:PLOT 480*p-404+a*£0,££8-b* 13;COSUB 380tNEXT:NEXT:R 
TURN [48] 

80 FOR z = l TO 3:DHAWR 4,0,3:MOVER -4,2:NEXT:RETURN [C9] 

90 IF cll = d THEN SOUND 1,600.10 : RETURN ELSE 3 = z {{ x-3 ) \£ , (y +1)\2 ) : IF t’l AND z = 3 

HEN SOUND 1.600.10:RETURN ELSE □=x:v=y:IF n=0 AND x] 

5 THEN x=x-£ ELSE IF n=l AND x<37 THEN x=x+2 ELSE IF n=0 AND y>l THEN y=y-2 ELS 
IF n-Z AND y<£5 THEN y=y+2 [A0] 

00 WHILE INKEy(n) = 0;WEND:IF x = ii AND y=v THEN RETURN ELSE z = z((x-3 )\£,(y +1)\2) : I 
X=1 AND z = 7 AND d^dl + l THEN w:;l; RETURN ELSE IF [l= [D9] lD9] 

AND 2=6) OR z=7 OR z=8 OR z=p+3 OR (x=xp AND y^yp) THEN SOUND 1,600,10:x=u:y=v 
RETURN ID&] 

L0 GOSUB 560:IF 2=p THEN PEN 3 ELSE PEN p [5l]■ 

20 LOCATE x.y: PRINT CHRS ( 22 )+CHR3 (1 ) i CHR-C (££) ■*CHR!|! ( 0 SOUND 1,250.5:IF t = l 
THEN dl=dl+l:xp-u;yp-v:RETURN ELSE RETURN [ICj 

30 WHILE INKEY(47)=0: WEND: z = z( U-3}\2, tyHj\2) : IF zOp OH t = l THEN SOUND 1,400, 
0 ;RETURN ELSE t=1 ;FOR q=100 TO 50 STEP -1 :SOUND l.o [63] 

L;NEXT:xt = xryt=y:dl = 0;IF y=£5 THEN GOSUB 540;RETURN ELSE z(<x-3 )\2 , (y +1)\2) = 0:R 
TURN [63] 

40 IF y=2G THEN COSUB 540:RETURN ELSE z{£x-3)\£,ty+1)\2)=0 :RETURN [EC] 

50 WHILE INKEY(6J = 0:WEND:z= 2 ((x-3)\2,{y+l )\£):IF t = 0 OR z = p OR dlOd OR y-2S TH 
X SOUND 1,400.10;RETURN ELSE z((x-3 )\2, fy +1)\2) = p:t [5D] 

0:FOR a = 5 0 TO 100:SOUND 1.a.1:NEXT:LOCATE x,y:PAPER p:PEN 3;PR I NT CHRS(255); :IF 
z=3 THEN GOSUB 570 [5D] 

G0 p=3-p:IF z=p THEN WHILE SQ(1)>4:WEND:SOUND 1,150,10lOOSUB 550 [6 A1 
70 LOCATE £1,13:PAPER 0:PEN p;PR I NT ' * ":x = 21;y = 13;xp = 0 :yp = 0 :RETURN [2B] 

30 WHILE INKEy(79)=0iWEND:IF t=0 THEN SOUND 1.600,10;RETURN ELSE u=x;v=y:GOSUB 
60:LOCATE xt.yt;PAPER p;PR I NT CHR3<255 ) ; :SOUND 1,15 [27] 

,10:dl = 0;-t = 0 [27] 

90 LOCATE 21,13:PAPER 0;PEN p:PRINT"*"; x=21:y=13:z£<xt-3)V2.(yt+1)\£)=p:IF yt=2 
THEN GOSUB 550:RETURN ELSE RETURN [06] 

00 IF s=l THEN s=0!PAPER 0:CLS:GOTO 520 ELSE FOR a=£50 TO 50 STEP -1:SOUND l.a, 

:NEXT:PAPER 0:PEN p:CLS;FOR a=l TO 2:LOCATE ll,S+a: [4E3 

RINT STRING It (20 r NEXT :LOCATE 11 , 11 ; PRINT" »*"; SPACES (16 LOCATE H,1£;P 

INT "*« THE WINNER'r •*” [4E] 

10 LOCATE 11,13:PRINT"**''tSPACE$( 16):;FOR a = l TO 2;LOCATE 11,13 +a;PRINT STR 
NGS f £0 ,"*"):NEXT [F3] 

£0 PEN 3;LOCATE 15,24:PR I NT"Another Game?" [57] 

30 CLEAR INPUT:a$="WHILE aS="":aS=UPPER$£INKEY$):WEND:IF a$="N" THEN i=0;RETU 
X ELSE IF aS = "¥" THEN i = l;RETURN ELSE 5 30’ [99] 

30 u=[p*2-3)*fct(p)*2+2)4£l:ct(p)=ci(jO-l:z{(u-3)\£,13)=6:IF ctfp)>0 THEN LOCAT 
u,25;PAPER 0;PRINT" [RETURN ELSE RETURN [23] 

50 ct(p)=ct(p)+l;u = (p*2' 3)*(ct(p)*2t2) 3)\£, l3) = p: LOCATE u . 2 5 : PAPER p : P 

X 3;PR I NT CHR$f255 1 ; :RETURN [34] 
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560 PEN 3:zl=z{(«'3)\2,<v+l)\2):LOCATE u,v:lF 2l>7 THEN PAPER 0;PRINT CHR$(zl);; 
RETURN ELSE IF 2l>5 THEN PAPER 0:PRINT" RETURN EL [IS] 

SE TF 2l>3 THEN PAPER el~3;PRINT CHRS t255);:RETURN ELSE PAPER zl:PRINT CHR$(255) 
RETURN [15] 

570 CLS #p:LOCATE #p.3,1:PRINT #p,"MoveLOCATE #p,1,3:PRINT #p."BlockadeLOCAT 
E 21.13:PAPER 3;PEN p:PRINT"• " : : Ji = 2l : y= 13 :b = 0 [CCj 

580 while b=0:FOH n=0 TO 2:IF INKEY{n)=0 THEN GOSUB 600 ELSE NEXT;IF INKEY{8)=0 
THEN n-8:GOSUB 600 ELSE IF INKEY(6)=0 THEN COSUB 620 [7B] 

590 WEND:PAPER 0:RETURN [50] 

600 u=x:vry:lF n = 8 AND jl>S THEN x=*-2 ELSE IF n=l AND x<37 THEN x=x+2 ELSE IF n" 
0 AND y>l THEN y=y-2 ELSE IF n^2 AND y<25 THEN y-y+2 [54] 

610 WHILE INKEY{n)=0:WENDiGOSUB 560:LOCATE x,y:PAPER 3;PEN p:PRINT"SOUND 1,3 
50,5;RETURN [6F] 

620 WHILE INKEY{6)-0:WEND^ 2 =z{{x-3)\2.(y+l)\2):IF 2<>0 THEN SOUND 1,500,10;RETUR 
N ELSE z((x-3)\2.(y+l)\2)=3:FOR a=100 TO 150;SOUND 1 [70] 

.a .1 ;NEXT:LOCATE x.y: PAPER 3; PEN 3: PRINT CHRS ( 2 55 b;; 1 ; RETURN [70] 

630 RESTORE 64 0;FOR a = l TO 4: READ o$: LOCATE #3-p ,1,q :PRINT if 3-p . aS ;; NEXT ; LOCATE , 
tf3-p,7,l:FOR a-1 TO 4:PR1NT # 3-p . CHR$ (239-fa NEXT : R [E3] 

ETURN [E3] 

€40 DATA "moves" . "space = teke" . "Gnter=drop'', *'del = abort" [SC] * 

650 CLS Jr3-p:LOCATE #3-p , 3,2 : PRINT #3-p,''Are you";; LOCATE * 3-p. 4,3 ; PRINT it3-p,'*s 
ure?"; [21] 

660 CLEAR lNPUT:aS="":WH1LE aSsa$=UPPERS[INKEYSJ:WEND IF aS^-N" THEN CLS f3-p 
iRETURN ELSE IF aS="Y" THEN w=1:s=1:RETURN ELSE 660 [08] 


PROOF 

CODES 


From time to time we like to 
provide you with your very own 
set of proofcodes to enable you 
to avoid frustration from typing 
errors in listings and 10~Uners. 
So, here goes again. Let it never 


be said that we do not respond 
to your many pleas for help. If 
any of you have written pro¬ 
grams which you would like to 
be considered for publication, 
send us a copy. 


100 ‘ ACU Proofreader vl , 5 [Al] 

110 ' By Aimo Nierai [A3] 

120 ■ CPC 464, 664, 6126 [AS] 

130 ' [A7] 

140 MEMORV HIMEM-129 [DG] 

150 addr=HIMEM4l;rst=4e [AC] 

160 adrINT{addr/25S):dr=addr-256*ad [00] 

170 FOR bit=0 TO 15 [Be] 

180 HEAD aS . Chech : sijm=bit [AD] 

160 FOR k=l TO 15 STEP 2 [06] 

200 bsVALt"1"+MIDS{a$.k,2)) [ED] 

210 POKE addr.b [53] 

220 Bddr=addr+1 [iD] 

2 30 SUED-[ sum fk*b }MOD &FF [5E] 

240 NEXT [361 

250 PRINT "Line":460+10tbit; [F3] 

260 IF EumOcheck THEN PRIHT"Checksum error," 
:STOP ELSE PEINT"Ok.” 1B3] 

270 NEXT [3C] 

280 ’ (B2] 

290 pr-ABD2B 'printer address [23] 

300 sc~ABB5A 'screen address [C8] 

310 REHsc = pr ’Add this line when usins LISTifQ 
. Observe, however, that the proofcodes may b 
e lost if the printer buffer happens to be fu 
11. [75] 

320 ’ tA7] 

330 FOR 1=0 TO 2 [18] 

340 POKE rst+i,PEEK{sc+il [C7] 

350 NEXT [39] 


360 POKE sc,AC3 [D2] 

370 POKE sc+l.dr [74] 

380 POKE sc+2.ad [75j 

390 IF PEEK(6)=A80 THEN POKE HIMEM+10,AA4 [01] 
400 ’ [A4] 

410 POKE HIMEM+7,A20 [0E] 

420 PRINT "Proofcodes to t9B] 

430 IF so=pr THEN PRINT "printer";ELSE PRINT 


screen [F7} 


440 
4 50 
460 
470 
480 
490 
500 
510 
520 
530 
540 
5S0 
560 
570 
580 
590 
600 
610 
620 


PRINT "are on,":END E9E] 

* [AE] 

DATA e5f5c5d5fe0d203a,15 lC5] 
DATA 2X8aac5faf47577e,210 [D2] 
DATA fe30382efe3a3020,fl0 [07] 
DATA 7ef600202ebb2028.243 [75] 
DATA 3e20f73e5bf77a07,173 [FB] 
DATA 070707e60ff630fe.20 [31] 
DATA 3a3B02c607f77alc.39 [49] 
DATA cb4320ef3e5df73e.61 [E3] 
DATA I2f7dlclflelf7c9.8 [CC] 
DATA 2b3e27bb2004fe20,24G (lE] 
DATA 282B04fe27f52007,180 [E4l 
DATA 3e20bb200daf5ffG,135 [0C] 
DATA 20f5afbb2003flaf,117 [E0] 
DATA f5fl5f0e007a8357,39 [04] 
DATA 0c79b820fefl2002,232 [CD] 
DATA le00231G9b000000,253 [51] 
’ [AA] 


630 ' poke hlmenit? ,&20 ~ on [AC] 
640 ' poke hlmein'i-7.&1 B = off [AE] 
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f ^ This fabulous offer can’t last forever so 
I act NOW! Don’t forget, if you are 
' currently a subscriber you too can take 
advantage of this special deal by 
renewing TODAY! 

UK: £17.40; EUROPE: £24.20; MIDDLE EAST: £24.50; 

FAR EAST; £27.10; REST OF WORLD: £25.00 or USA: «44.00. 
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subscription rates include postage 

—_—-- ^ 

Please begin my subscription to Amstrad Computer User (at the special offer of 14 issues for the price 
of 12) with the__issue, 

1 enclose my cheque/money order for £-made payable to: FOCUS MAGAZINES LIMITED 
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Expiry Date. 
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6DW. 
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Subscribe Toduff 



to your door at 
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Never again worry about 
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selling out. 

Avoid any price 
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magazine absolutely FREE! 











































tltStT 


Reach the top 
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W«nd If pita™ - Hofi* gnduitflrtwichiff juilioix - At ilt tlwwf - fS 
tffi edipI fiK 2, £tA fpr 3 

Co(Tip«B Mursfl taHnfl twainrifr? ha GCS* in aisirograms 
ulSfli " ■ 


MICRO ENGLISH 


PRIMARY MATHS 


micro maths 

MEGA MATHS 


] 

I HaMEt 6 LLE' 5 fn 


wiEh-re^l speech, I TaWQBC i- ^tiooks. £24. 

CoInp^61e ei5orwiai(ins#flt3yfl3ni wcpniwYr rctod 
emrancE, iHinfl fflewin jMloor pJiciurw. NaEiofisI Cyiriculum 
1->4.^4pf[>grarriS[inaTapaxiDis£ - a bOCkt. £24 

Cc^mpleLecDurH Ibking t»$llinBrslQ‘'GC^E in 7* pfpgrams 
{>ri ^ Ipoin gn a TapesiDuc -I 2 l£Z4. 

A-{eviH dep>-bv-UBb 2^ pro vams Iqt £24 

... . . ._ 


FulLf crff n graphics FarCa/CuhJS. 2 fapea^OlBC 't 2 bC0l4- 


MitrO MfllhS. (X Er^lish Ailji VH5- video. 
E4a.a^4wdi. 



SifrxItl/tvi.ies/'f'O's or phone ariien Of retjtjesis lor I rue ciilvui'floster cslolvgov lu 

LCL DEPT AU, THAMES HOUSE, 73 BLANDV ROAD, 

-1 HEMLEY OM THAMES. OKON RG& 1QB I 




Tel: 0491 579345 


SD MICROSYSTEmS 


GENERAL LEDGER 6128,.hhhh ...iH.95 

SEmplified book-keeping system for small 
firms/ciubs or EBlf-emplov&d. Handles 
recaipts, payments, VAT pius monthlv 
standing ardara end iMnlveash. ProdPCe^ 
usafuL reports including profll/toas FVC end 
trial balar^ce. 

STOCK ACCOUMTING SYSTEM.i39.95 

Iptegrated stock on ntra L^invoidng package 
for the CPCfilSB. Produces invoices from a 
hoilt-in p^ice list with up 10 75d items on 
line I 

Affprograms sre fp&oP-COmp&iith- 
Cheqijes/P. O.S Pr S4f fcr OPr CPC 

io: 


NEW! PAGE PUBUSHER....i24.9fi 

NOWI AFFORDAeiE DIP FOR 12BK CPC*! 

■ Ideal fof letterheads, leallats, autvens., 
buaioess formSn posters etc! 

■ SupertJart and design facilities. 

■ Tvpetej(! in numerous atylos^sizee with 
word-wrap and justification. 

■ Pri nt out in A4 or AE format on 
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MAKE YOUR AMSTRAD EARN! 


Y^s making morwy with your Amstrad becomes inddental when you know how 
Vbur mici’o is, if only you knew it, agold mine. Tfie siza and make is imelevant. 
Make the initial effort NOW by starting your own. 

HOME BASED BUSINESS. 

Tlhra may be fbe mosf rmportanf move you will ever make> 
FfEMEMBEfl: Ybu’ll never get rich by digging sorneone else's '^diteh". Anyr^ in 
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31PILTON PLACE (ACU 16) 
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Technical Services 


REP.41RS 

Amstrad CPC 464,... £24.!H) 
AmstradCPC6128 f27.90 
ACCESSORIES 
CPC6128 Rom .......£18.90 

64K Ram Pack........ £43,90 

CP/M+ Disk.£21.90 

Printer Cable .£8.80 


High Quality Repairs 
Low Inclusive Prices 
The Logical choice! 


All repairs guarariteed 4 montlis, prices 
quuicd apply lu any single fauk * and 

arc inclusive uf parts, labour and VA.T. 
Free return ciirringc for UK mail order 
customers. CPC 612S Roin init-allation 
service avaiijible, only £8.00. 

* Lxcludes replacemerit of complete 
keyboardor disk drive asizicmblies 
( free estimate given). 


V$£ Technical Services (Dept. 107), Unit 6, 

8 Nursery Road, London SW9 8BR Tel: 01-737 0234 
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BUSINESS 


1st Choice for fast 
friendly 
service 


EDUCATION 


TsfM Disc 
7^10.45 


0.70 
6.70 
$.70 
6.70 
6.70 
$.70 
6.70 
6.70 
6.70 

6.70 
8^ 12.70 
3^ 13l 76 
a.20 12.70 
3.20 12.70 

10.66 14.95 
f2.70 14.95 
4.45 6.70 
S.7D 

3.70 

6.70 

9.70 
9.70 


Answif BachQyli 
Fi£ 1 File* fof atws 
EOth Cent, Hral.j 12 + 1 0-70 

Arifllimeilc 170- 

Engl^ words (12 +j 3^.70 

FlFltAld(l2 + ) 3-70 

Gon. Knowled^ (12 +) 

Gen. Stl*fM5* \ 14 +) 3.70 

Nal. History (10 + ) 3-70 

Spelling (fr 11) 3.70 

Sport (14 + ) 3.70 

SyoerSoert fl4 + | 3.70 

Butler MaJhS 
Bfltler Spelling (9-14) 

Biology (12-16) 

Clwmittry (12-1$) 

Chemistry CCSiE 

Fmficli MiFBlnsBS + 

Fun Schppol (2-5[t 
Fun School (56) 4.4S 

FunSchotri (B-12J 4.45 

Fun Scho^ 2 (UndeJ $) 7.45 

Fun School 2 (M) 7-45 

Fun School 2 {Ov*f 8) 7.45 

Gboo. Mop CXilZ |B +) 6.20 12.70 

Gifflian Master (A + Bf) 12.70 14,05 

Giant Wller - tO.05 

Heppy Liltfld (3-6) 7.45 tO.flS 

Happy Numbers (3-5) 7.45 10.95 

Happy Writing (3-6) 7.45 1Z70 

Magic Mfllht (4-6) 8.20 10.95 

Mftp Rally (7-130 7,eS i2.76 

Maltia Mania (8’12) 8-20 12.70 

Maitl Main* (9^14) 8^ 17.65 

MiiCro English 17.05 17.95 

Micro iywthi 17.B6 12.90 

Osprey (6-14 6-95 12-70 

Primary Matb* 17.95 1 T.tSS 

Physio (12-16) &-Sa 12.70 

Phyaka GCSE 10.95 14.K 

The Three Bean 12.70 

Tlrneman One (e-9) 7.45 10.95 

Tinwmflfi Twc (4-1 Of) 7.45 10.95 

Wealher/Clirhaie (12 + ) 6.30 12-70 

Word Hang (5 + J 7.45 10.95 

World Wise (7 + 1 7.45 10.95 


LEISURE & SPORT 


Sobs Full House 5.B5 

Srlda* Player 3 o,70 il.95 

Coiwsus Bridge 6.95 10.95 

Gdosfiuc Ch^ 4 7.4510.05 

Ortcket Master 6.70 

E. Hughe* Int. Soccer 7.45 10.96 

Footballer Of The Year 2 7.45 10.95 

Garne Sal and Matcb 9,70 13.46 

Game Sel and Malcti 2 9.70 15-46 

G. Lineker Sup. Skills 7.45 10.96 

GaXEa's Super Soccer 7.45 10.96 

Gqldi Silver Bronze 10.ss i e. 70 

Kenny Dalglbb 7.45 

K«kOff 7,4510,86 

Krypton Factor 5.95 9.70 

LhWMl 7.45 10.96 

Match Day 2 5.79 10.96 

Microproee SdcCar 10.95 14.95 

Monopolv 7.4610.96 

Pasaing Shot 7.45 10.95 

Peter ^aidaley 6.70 10.95 

Pidienary lO.M i4.95 

Scrabble 7,4510.96 

Scruples 7.4S 10,95 

Sportlr^ TrlartgleA 7.45 10.95 

Treble rShamplon* 7.4610,46 

Trivia 5.20 

Ttiv. Pur*4ji1 New Beg. 10-85 14.6$ 

Trtv, Pureuil Genus 10.96 14.95 

Triv. Pursuit Yqung tO.B6 14.95 


4.99 


DR, WHO AND Tl iEi MlNHS OF TERROR 


4.99 


4.96 


or more off 

all non-budget 
software 
RRP 



Tftpe Disc 

Mad«fcaic (ei2£j 

- 24.70 

MBsledrle 3 

- 26.95 

MetnK Sproadsheef 

- 54.95 

WaKam 

14.06 19.95 

Mini Office (Budget^ 

2.68 4.66 

Miri^ Office 2 

law 14.95 

Money Master 

28.SQ 08.20 

1 Proepdl 

- 16.7D 

Prolext 

14.95 19.96 

TaswcKd [494 or 8128^ 

15.7622.49 

Taecopy 

6.95 10.66 

Tassign 

22.46 

ARCADE 1 

1C0% Dynamite 

10. W 13,45 

1943 

7.45 10.95 

Action Fighter 

7.45 10.66 

Altered Beaat 

7.4510,W 

Arcade Muad* 

9,T0 13.43 

A.F.e. 

7.45 10.86 

Barbarians 

7.46 10.8® 

Batman Gaped CtuS, 

7.45 10JS 

Batman The Movi* 

7,45 10-95 1 

Btoodwych 

7 45 10.95 

Cabal 

7.45 10,W 

Chrlstm^ Cohedton 

9.70 13.45 

Coin Op Hit* 

10.96 14.96 

i ContinentaJi Circu* 

7,4510.95 

Crazy Gaft 2 

7.45 10.95 

D&rkCeMurv 

7.45 10.95 

Dark Fonee 

9.70 13.45 

PqminBlQr 

7,4510J95 

Double Dragon 

7.45 10.65 

Df4^r» Nlfvje 

7.45 10.95 

Dragon SpJrii 

7.45 10.95 

Dynamite Dux 

7.4S10.6® 

Eliminator 

7,45 10-66 

FlSSlrtke Eagle 

7.4510.96 

Forgotten World* 

7,45 10-66 

Gemini Wing 

7.45 10.06 

Hard Drtvin 

7.45 10,8® 

In Crowd 

14.95 - 

ivarvhoe 

7,45 10.06 

Knight Force 

7,45 10.W 1 

Konami Arcade Coil. 

7.43 13.45 

Lice no* To Kilt 

7.45 10.95 

Moonwalkef 

7.45 10.9$ 

New Zealand Story 

7.45 10.95 

ObUtefalor 

7.45 - 

C^rafior Wolf 

7,45 10.95 

i Paclend 

7.43 10.95 

Pftcmanla 

fl.70 10.96 

PowH DriM 

7.4510.95 

Fuifj^ Salum Day 

laW 14.65 

RaiHibow Islands 

7.46 10.96 

Rambo 3 

7.4510^ 

Rally Cross 

7.45 10.96 

Real Dhostbusiarg 

7.45 10.95 

Red Heat 

7.45 10.6® 

Renegade 3 

7,45 tO.W . 

Riclr Dangerous 

7.45 10.06 

Rnbocop 

7.45 10.06 'i 

Flock Star 

7.4$ 10.03 

Running Man 

7.45 tQ.96 ; 

Run The Gauntlet 

7.45 10,06 

Shinobi 

7.45 10-W 

SIbc Worm 

7.45 10.95 

Skweek 

7.45 law 

Special: Adion 

9 70 13.46 

Star'Wars Trilogy 

9.70 14.06 

1 Storm Lord 

7.4® 10,W 

Story So far vol.4 

9.70 10.95 

StrldfrT 

7.45 10.95 

Super Wonderboy 

7.45 10.W 

' Taito Coin Op. Hit* 

9,70 - 

The UnlouehabiBa 

7.45 10.95 

Thundarbrrds 

7,4® 10.95 

Thundef Blade 

7.43 10.95 

Time Scanrer 

7.46 10.95 

Todbin 

7,4® 10.95 

Turbo Dirt run 

7.43 10.95 

Vigilante 

7.46 10.95 

Winnera 

6.70 14.9S 

Xenophobe 

7,4® 10.65 


Choice- Cheats 1 
Choice Cheats 2 
Cholc# Cheats 3 
AJlon Force 
Aieade Flighi Sim. 
Barbarian 
Bardi Tele 1 
Balnw (30) 

BlgFoc3t 

Ca^h CHcmi; 
Captaki Scarlet 
CraiyCfi* 
Cybemoid 
Di2?y 

Flintstohes 
Freddy Hardeert 
GaunHal 
Gaurrtlel 2 
Gh04*t N Gobtlns 
Hyper Spoil* 


2.66 

2.99 

2.99 

2.99 

2.99 

2-99 

2.99 

2.H 

2.69 

2.99 

2.99 

2.96 

266 

2.99 

2J99 

2.90 

2-69 

2.B9 

2.89 

2.99 


S.99 


Smartly packaged arcade adventure with 
Briefing Documents, Mine Blue Piirrt, 
Secret Instructions, etc. 

SPECIAL OFFER ^ 


ikHiah e*ff|ngtona SquB*h2.90 
KAeetera of the UnlverH 2.96 

MaJch Point 2.99 

Mig 29 2.96 

Mint Offioe 2.96 

Mor^e Caifo Ca^no 2^99 

Monty On Th* Run 2.99 

MdtO Cr<H* SlmulHaor 2.99 

Ni^el Manaell Grand Pri4 2.89 

Np^I MMsacra 2.0S 

Gparabon Gijfuhlp ^69 

Paper Soy 2.9S 

PegasuB 2.96 

Ping Pong 2.99 

Fro Golf 2.96 

Punch And Judy 2.66 

Pub Trivia 2.99 

Rambo 2.99 

Reneged* 2.99 

Samurai Trllbogy 2.69 

SAS OombaJ 2-69 

^Qrt Circuit 2-69 

SpinOiEzy 2.B9 

Spy Vs Spy 2.0® 

Staltone Cobre 2-66 

Star Dufil 298 

Str-eel Fighter 2.96 

The HU Squad 2.96 

ThundercatS- 9.99 

Treasure lefand Oioy 2.96 

Twin TuFtM Va 2.96 

World Claa* Leederboard 2.99 
AtfWoff 1.96 

AiirWQff2 L69 

AVlewtoaKlM 1-69 

BeJrtleshipB 1.09 

BomhJacii 1-69 

Bomb Jack: 2 1-99 

OackUp LM 

CRck*tim*r. 1-69 

Dan^r Mouse - Trouble 1.99 

C^ger Mouse ^ WhOOpee 1.6$ 
G. Gooch Watch Crick*t 1.96 

Gun BofiU 
Joe Blade 2 
Mp^ter Chess 
Mind Trap 
Misaion Omega 
Pool 

Poftman Put 
Psygho Qity 
Shanghai Waflior* 

Sig=m*7 

Sieve Pavia SrKxritet 
Slonn Warrior 
Super Nudge 2606 
Thing 

Vabba Daiibs Doa 

Yogi; Saar 


4.@9 


8.99 


only 


t.99 

1.96 

1.96 

1.66 

1.66 

1.69 

1.99 

L99 

1.66 

1.69 

LB9 

1.86 

1-66 

1.9 

1.09 

1.99 


£2.99 


Wl IkJ-*! I 


£4.93 


Bend the ritles! Play your games to the end with 
the aid of cheats such as infinite weapons and 
Immunity. 


CHOICE CHEATS 1 


Wolf, Flying ! 
Joe Blade 2, 


^haric, Radiua„ Tanium, 


Cybernold, Kwnw, Operation 

1, Adrt 


advanced Pinball SimuleiDr^ 
Siar Trooper, ReHeK and ShanghI Karate. 

CHOICE CHEATS 2 

Cheat* for: Pragon Ninja, Hopper Copper^ Arkanold, Arkano^ 2n 
Dynamite Pan^^kKiiar'* Oitzy 2, ATV Slmulailor, Empire 
Sarikaa Sack, Pro SU SimulalOTp Batmin and Mead Over Heefa. 


CHOICE CHEATS 3 


Gheal* ten After Burrrer, 

Skw**K, SloiiTi Lord, Thui 
Twin Turbo V6, Vabbe Dabba Doa and Yogi Bear. 


Big Fool, The Htl Squad, HabOOOp, 
■rwerbirda. Thuncter Blade, Titan. 


ADVENTURE 


Bards Tale 1 
OftmeOver 2 
Lanceiol 
Tiffw and Meg ie 
Time* of Lore 
ToJkian Trillogy 
To4aI EcNpfie 
Tolal Eclipse 2 


2.99 

S.76 

10.95 1 

16.95 
7,45 
9.70 
7,45 
8.4$ 


PHOKE 0706 72728 


To order fill in the coupon and send ft with 
a cheque or postal order to 

1st Choice Software Ltd 
Dept AU Z 

4 Paul Row, Temple Lane 
Llttleborough, Lancs, OL15 9QG 

All prices are inclusive of 
VATand P&Pin the UK 



















































our Agony Uncle - and John Taylor. 
David has a lot of experience in 
Comms, as he is the editor of PC Base, 
and the Amster’s Cage, both of which 
appear weekly on Micronet (but then 
you already Imow that). If I am to be 
honest, I am a little bit biased about 
his abilities, because he is my brother! 
Yes, I know, Bates is not the same as 
Dom, but one of us has changed his 
name - you will have to guess which 
one,though! 

Enough of this. Back to Comms, So 
far we have looked in very general 
terms at various different aspects of 
communicating over the phone lines 
using a modem, but we have not gone 
into what actually happens inside the 
box in any great detail. And we do not 
really need to. What is more important 
is understanding your software, be¬ 
cause that is what comes between you 
and the technical bits. 

One area of Comms software that 
tends to confuse a great many people 
is file transfer and its associated 
protocols. When you access any of the 
systems that we have already dis¬ 
cussed ~ like Micronet and private 
BBS systems - one of the major 
attractions will be the opportunity to 
get hordes of software free. Well, 
when I say free, I mean for the cost of a 
phone call. The process is called 
Downloading, or transferring files 
from one computer to another. 

The trouble is that telephone lines 
are noisy objects, as you will know 
from having ordinary phone conversa¬ 
tions. You will have heard the ‘egg 
frying^ hiss that often accompanies a 
call, and the various pops and cracks 
and whistles that manage every so 
often to squeeze themselves onto the 
line. 

In Comms terms, these are referred 
to as line noise*, and, although they do 
not make for too many problems in a 
speech call, they can wreak havoc if 
you are talking modem to modem. The 
reasoning behind this is that when 
modems talk to each other, they make 
whistles that sound ver>' much like a 
hissy screech to the human ear. What 
they are actually doing is converting 
digital computer signals into an audi¬ 
ble set of tones, and these tones are 
alternated between at a very high rate. 

Each end expects to get the right 
tones, in the right order, and the right 
number of them. If a stray crackle or 
pop gets in the way, the receiving 
modem will accept it as being a legiti¬ 
mate sound, and will try to make sense 
of it. In this case, you may get a 
character appearing on your screen 
that you have never seen before, and 


Gordon Bates kicks 


off the nineties with 
more comms chat. 


B efore we delve into the Comms 
world for another month, let me 
be the first to wish you aU a very 
happy New Year, and a prosperous 
one too! 1 sincerely hope that the 
red-coated bearded one managed to 
smuggle the odd modem or two into a 
few 5^as stockings whilst he was 
about his annual jaunt, and that a few 
of you will be contacting me via a BBS 


or two. WTiilst we are on the subject of 
BBS systems, 1 have Big News! By the 
time you read this, ACU (together 
with the other Focus magazines) will 
have its very own Bulletin Board Sys¬ 
tem up and running and waiting for 
your call. 

It can be reached on 01-828 1577, 
set your software to 8N1 (8 data bits. 
No parity, 1 stop bit). Speeds are 
300/300, 1200/75, 1200/1200, 2400/ 
2400, and maybe 9600 baud Courier 
HST standard. The system is running 
at present using the Eazilink host 
mode on an IBM PC compatible, but 
may well be switching to the Search¬ 
light BBS system in the very near 
future (if it has not done so already). 

The two sysops are David Dom - 
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which does not make any sense at all. 
If that happens while you are trying to 
download (or upload, which is sending 
a file to the other computer - simple, 
or what?) a file, especialy a machine 
code or binary file, when you try to run 
it, it will crash, because the informa¬ 
tion is not as it should be. 

Now, if you have been downloading 
a text file , it is not too serious, because 
you will have at least some idea of 
what the text ought to look like, and 
you will be able to reconstruct it. As 
we have seen, though, program files 
need a safety net. 

This is w'here File Transfer Proto¬ 
cols come in. When you go to down¬ 
load a file from, say, the Focus BBS 
(and 1 am sure you will) you will be 
offered a number of different methods 
of doing so. Although some of the 
methods are more efficient than 
others, they all basically do the same 
sort of thing. What happens is more or 
less this. 

The sending computer looks at the 
file it is going to send, and picks 
chunks of it up at a time. It counts how 
many bytes it has got, and adds up the 
value of each byte. Before it sends this 
chunk, it tags a byte or two to the front 
of it, which tells the receiving com¬ 
puter how many bytes to expect, and 
another byte or two to the end of it to 
tell it what the total value of the bytes 
is. The chunk, wdth its new header and 
footer, is called a packet, and the 
footer (last couple of bytes) is known 
as a checksum. 

The receiving end reads the first 
couple of bytes in the packet, and so 
knows how long the packet Ls, and 
where the checksum bytes are. It gaily 
reads the whole thing in, and then 
does its own calculation, chopping the 
header and checksum off. If its answer 
agrees with that reached by the send¬ 
ing computer (ie the two checksums 
agree) then it sends a small packet to 
the sending computer. This basically 
says That one was fine, let me have 
the next lot, please.' 

If the two checksums do not agree, 
then it sends a message along the lines 
of ‘Dummy, you’ve got it wrong, now 
send it to me again, and this time get it 
right!' instead, which is exactly what 
happens. 

Now, that is a very simple expla¬ 
nation of what goes on. The different 
file transfer protocols handle the task 
in different ways. Some, like Zmodem, 
vary the size of the packets depending 
on how many errors it finds; the more 
errors there are, the smaller the pack¬ 
ets become, and likewise, if no errors 
are encountered, tlie packets grow 


bigger. That is to make sure that the 
least possible time is spent moving 
diunks of data over the phone lines. 

CPC Owners, though, are likely to 
find that they have access to only a 
few of the many protocols that are 
round at the moment. These will in¬ 
clude Xmodem (in two variants - CRC 
and Checksum), IK Xmodem (some¬ 
times incorrectly called Ymodem), 
Modem 7 (which works on 7-bit sys¬ 
tems like Pres tel and Telecom C^ld 
when they get round to implementing 
it) and Kermit, which is named after a 
certain famous frog! 

The most commonly found of these 
are Xmodem and its variants, and 
Kermit, with Kermit being the faster 
of the two. To all intents and purposes, 
though, Xmodem will suffice for most 
people on the CPC, and it is contained 
in MEX, a PD Comms program, as well 
as almost all of the commercial scroll¬ 
ing terminal software. For those of 
you who would like to play with MEX, 
there will be a number of copies on the 
Focus BBS, in the CPC download area. 


P.S. Here's a few Bulletin Board Sys¬ 
tems for you to try your luck with, and 
don't forget those etequette rules 1 
mentioned last month. 

Take your pick from the bunch 
following this format: 

A) Board name & location;Area;Tele- 
phone 

B) Sysop;BB software;Speeds sup¬ 
ported 

C) Weekday hours;Weekend hottr- 
s: Other information 

D) FomiatA^iewdata;Netma!l 

1 . 

A) Alan Solomon's - Amersham- 
:SE:0494 724946 

B) Alan Solomon:FIDO:v21/22/22bis/ 
23 

C) 24 Hrs:24Hrs:PC oriented. Famous 
problem clinic 

D) N-8^1:254/29 

2 . 

A) Alternative Reality - BigH;SE;0959 
76695 

B) Robert Walker;HBBS;v21/23/23v 
0 24 Hrs:24 Hrs:BBC ESP Music/ 
CBM/Amstrad 

D) N-8-l;none 

3. 

A) Amstrad Support - Harlow;SE; 
0279 454557 

B) Brian Chappell;OPUS;v21/22/22 
bis/23 

C) 24 Hrs;24 Hrs;OfliHria] Amstrad 
Support Board 

D) N--8-l:none 


some of which are set up for different 
serial interfaces and modems. 

We will leave it there for this month, 
as there is quite a bit to take in at one 
sitting. The best way to learn about file 
transfers is to have a go at it; it really is 
quite simple and painless, and can be a 
great way to get your hands on cheap 
software. One pointer, though. BBS 
sysops spend a lot of time gathering 
software together for downloading, 
and appreciate your help. 

As a rule of thumb, if you upload 
one program for every five you down¬ 
load, you will make the sysop a very 
happy man indeed, and will be very 
welcome to return to his system. If 
you only trough files down, and never 
upload a file, or contribute to the 
messages on the system, you may find 
your privileges being cut off! And that 
can be as painful as it sounds! 

I will be back next month but, in the 
meanwhile, why not log onto the Fo¬ 
cus Board, and drop me a line? You 
can try some file transfers while you 
are there! 


4. 

A) Amtech Support - Boumemouth- 
;SE:0202 294716 

B) Yorick Phoenix ;TBBS:v21/2/22bis/ 
HST 

C) 24 Hrs;24 Hrs: 

D) N-4J-l;253/206 

5. 

A) B BS09 QB BS - Emsworth; SE;0243 
379374 

B) J on Dunster; QuickBBS; v21/22'’ 
22bis/HST 

C) 24Hrs;24Hrs:PC/OS9/ST/Amstrad 

D) N-8^1;251/ll 

6 . 

A) Breakthrough ^ Liver- 
pool:NW;051-734 5817 

B) Jim HamUton:TBBS;v21/23 

C) 24 Hrs;24 Hrs;Photography SIG 

D) N-8^1;N0NE 

7. 

A) Buzbys Hotline - Glasgow;SC:041- 
762 2000 

B) Raymond Orr:GT-Power*v21/22/ 
22bis/HST 

C) 24 Hrs;24 Hn5;Telecomms/Satellite 
Comms 

D) N-5-l;GT50/12 

8 . 

xA) Cats Board - Maidenhead;SE:0628 
824852 

B) Mike Corby :Quickbbs:v21/22/22 

bis/hst 

C) 24 Hrs:24 Hrs;PC/ST/BBC/MAC/ 
CPM/Amstrad 

D) N-8^1:253/27 
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with a 24 
hour order 
service, 

technical hotline 
support, monthly club 
newsletters and price 
listings and 12 issues 
of the official 
Amstrad magazine, 
"Amstrad 
Computer 
User^ worth 
£15,00. 


The Amstrad User Club 
caters exclusively for the 
Amstrad computer owner, 
and has proved beyond 
doubt to be the essential 
add-on for thousands of 
members nationwide. 

We have the 
widest ranqe of 
software and 
equipment 
available in the 
UK, all 
generously 
discounted 
for members, 


You will also 
receive your 
choice of 
quality free gift 
and 'Welcome Pack’ 
as soon as you join and 
much more besides! 
User Club Membership 
costs just £27.95 a year 

For further details and 
our full colour brochure 
simply return the FREEPOST 
coupon (no stamp required) 
or ring 091 510 8787. 


Please send me Membership details 
of the Amstrad User Club. 

1 am resident in the U.K. 

Name.. 

Address_... 


... Postcode 

Day Phone Number 
Machine Type 


Send to: 


AMSTRAD 

USER CLUB, 

FREEPOST, 

Sunderland 

SR11BR. 

L_ 


ACU/5V/J I 

_I 


Ml ADD ON 


THE ESS 


J 
























O.J. SOFTWARE 

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 


UWEI^nHE 

Can 

One 

ScapE^hnst. 

it 195 

£E5.95 

BprcfeTale .. 

.£2.95 

£6.95 

Iftchik«6 Guide Gal. 


£19-95 

PwjtflM&L23]i>ily- 


£15.95 

Bardi Tale Hint 


£4.50 

Hflr»S of Latute. 

.£R50 

£15.95 

Lanoelat. 

...£IL W 

£1595 

CtHJfTldCJwr lo . 


£10.95 

fehjmTdCloc'm. 


£1035 

friun it h^jndac ■ 


£1095 

Intrids SacH__ 

...£11.95 

£15.95 

rDlluEnTriki£> 

...ill3i.9e 

£1495 

AROM 



Blrdcf- . 


£1195 

Figl!mgS<KC<ST. 

.££53 

£11.95 

BfllrraitThtMokH.... 


£11.95 

LaBErSquad. 

.£^53 

iH.95 

txtflna Jemes. 

™..£S.53 

£M.95 

QpflrTKiftdertML.... 

..,.-£353 

£1195 

Untouc-haHES.... 

....iS.Stl 

£11.95 

fural0$?tijrn . 

.4a.» 

£11-95 

CraivCirtli. 

....IStO 

£|].95 

ftpbPMp. 

.ia.55 

i]].95 

ShfBbi.. 


£11.9^ 

Toobm. 

. £3.50 

£31.95 

pTONBrdrftt. 

. XS.M 

£11.95 

GdasfyFgrM,. 

£3-50 

£]].S5 

.^tered Beast.. 

_..,£a.50 

£11.95 

Pat^ania.. 

£3.50 

£11.95 


...£3.50 £11.96 


?^Z«iandSlfir^.iSM il].95 

^udkim\ .£353 ill.§6 

Cl^naftiiLa-Dup.£^iM £11.^5 

Ci}nt]n«ntjJCjra£....,.,..£35!il £13.9^ 

.£B.^ £11.^5 

Cah^l..£S5^^ i\m 

Jidianni^riBr.^.iS.W £11.95 

3pQmnsTraf^&^..£350 £13.95 

X™JK*b ..........££,53 ll].g5 

State^l^Dlfi.......£735 £13.55 

JOVfTtEICI 

... 17^ 

Ram OeHa...,,. £9.95 

l(.tniit^[jeetlkF^... £15.55 

licniicNaiflftaljar. £3^.95 

CheEljhWKhI...£33.95 

fra 5000 CiMr...£3^.95 

PrpSOOQfjftrp. m.% 

Slarprabfl. £33.95 

SupErchjrgef....,...£33.05 

Ouiksfictkrtto ........ 13(1.95 

^miATKm 

IhiillTimEGDldl. £3.50 

ThflllTimeGaid^. fS.SO 

THrillTimEPl^...^.£1D.® £E5.95 

L(W Dynamite ...ill,^ 

Cnm-OpHte..__...£li.96 £1505 

Leaderbd:sP^r3. .....£li.96 £16.95 
In&Bwl...£11.35 


HiglitAce . 

SupreineChiUenfle- 
ClriElmaE DdB. 

. 

.ifO.si 

.1SQ.9& 

il0.95 

£14.96 

£13.96 

£14.96 

£14.95 

£11.56 

£15.95 

£15.95 

I 

1 

fs 1 

_ £^.50 
-£11-95 

EpvKActkMii... 

...£11.95 

.. 

-.-£10-35 

£11.95 

Starw^Frifikifr-— 

..£10.95 

£1696 

SoeWfSpKtK. 

...£10.95 

£13^5 

5torYSdFar4. 


£LI.95 

StOfySoFarS. 

...£1055 

£IJ.95 

Garr?3El Match II.... 

...£1096 

£14-95 

HeatWart_...... 

..-£]l>95 

114.95 

Special Adinn._.._... 

...£10.96 

£14.95 

EDUHTWHAL 

GaBS. 


fijns£fiMl2-5. 

_...i5.W 

£7.50 

FurechtyjIS-S. 

.£5^ 

£7.50 

Funochcwifl-IE. 

™..£5.50 

£7.50 

FuiisdimJlIilMt. 

.£850 

£10.96 

FuPKtol II ....... 

,....£E.M 

IJ0.95 

FunsekKii IIOVB. 

. 

£10.96 


.£S60 

£13.95 

Happy Numbers 3 p-6. 

.iSM 

£1396 

l+3pprjfttrflKlg3HS.,.. 

.isso 

113.95 

Wiirifharg5+. ._... 

.£050 

£tl.96 

TiiWffl*nl*-9. . 

.£fil50 

£11.95 

Tlmemaill 4-9. 

.....£& 50 

£LI95 

Hap-llally?* . ... 

.£E50 

£LE.95 

fl^wTHai/Veg/Min 7 +. 

....M.bQ 

£Ll.9S 


W6r|(lW«7+ . 

-.£^50 

BI25 

P^^lGCSE_. 

lU9b 

£1596 

CJrtrndry GCSE. 

.£LI.95 

£15.95 

IstSlEpBHrWen. 

...£9.95 


NftrtATheraMrHefl.. 

-.£9-95 


C«wriTn»rtli. 

...£9.95 


EartvWotek . 

. £3-95 

£39-95 

Eart^ffethL.... 

.£a.95 

£13.95 

Primary Mafft 5-14- 

.£24.35 

£24.56 

MkfCfYTattiBflf .....^ 


£24.96 


,.£24.95 

£2fl.95 

MiorciEjigJkh. 

,.£24.56 

£2436 

Gr»w Garden (612851. 

£1655 

GianrKilktf Maths AOV 


£11.95 

Three Bbm.. . 

. 

£12.95 

Magic Maths 4r-B . 

....£595 

£12.95 

Maths W3ria3“l2. 

,...£S96 

£1296 

Mai(iMatlh3^]4........ 

,...£395 

£12-95 

gtttff Maths 12-lfi..., 

....£6.95 

£12.95 

Beft-ffSpEllFfTsfl^. 

-. £3-95 

£I2J6 

Bfflkigy 112-16. 

....£3.95 

£32.95 

fhysksllMO. 

£3-95 

£12.95 

&HmiJlryH2“16. 

,...£9.96 

£12-96 

Geig Quiz GB*IR...... 

....£3.95 

£12.95 

^ealherrOifn^tt-. 

,...£6-96 

£12.95 

Fr-mch MsTtbse. 

..£1195 

£1695 

SMnshTuKx. 

,.£13-96 

£L695 

OernianMa^r. 

..£lS9f5 

£16.95 

flahanTui-pr. 

,.£13.96 

£E6.96 

Afis?«f0MliJnr. 

- £3-53 

£11.55 


SIMUIAIIDH 

ftcbdnary_.._...£1196 £15-95 

CdkffittS^erdge.£5.95 £13.05 

CokissusACHess.£S.^ iil.OS 

StJjfcHE.£31.96 

^Cilfb^MjLixEt^ail. £U96 

HonDpatf... .£3-50 £1?.9S 

Pef3.£11.95 £ L5-95 

LsEdErtiMiidFarinCwrifiE. fS.W 

CflrfiflrC4]rrniEmd6l23... £i<.95 

CJiuck VMBe^S Att.-..£7.95 £11.95 

Fi5StnkEE^E._.£3.50 £31-96 

FwtfrallerYBfIl - £^-50 £11.95 

Guftsbip.-.£11.95 £1595 

BiEBntSB»vi« -..£fl.50 £11.95 

Alts Rules Foatba^l.-£500 

fodtHiiOniDtsc.-_ 135.^5 

Footbal Ifena? II......... -iS-W £11.95 

£3.50 

TesChanDPtof &SC . £11.96 

ChiFrtpiWlsJiipM.£6.50 

S^rrt^Gr^iE.£550 £LI95 

BkKkhifdEra.-££-« £10.95 

BdbsPJiHovtw.-...£6.95 

Master.™. £3.50 

F^E&r^SfHiL. .£S.5D £11-95 

-£11.95 

Trfiblt1>Bmpkm.£&.50 £11 9a 

Ehllyri Socc.£B50 £LI-95 

Tracksul Manaf^.-£^.63 

BUS/0nUTll$ Otic 

ftMXMouH&M...i6?.96 

ftJAX HmiStti S*» Press._£71 

AtfiSlPpPress-.™.. .£^-95 

AMIttMbaEsrtra.. -£20.95 

Meitllfi0M->-£S.Q0|...£21.35 

PrptEKlGPW-VWW .£63.95 

Ptnfip«3l(R0M 4£SW|.£S&.&5 

PlarwrE.E(RaM+£S.001.£2096 

Miwara(ROlM-£e.(B|...^£21.95 

UtHpgflOM.£24-95 

Fa6^d45m325._...£24.95 

.-..£-35.95 

TasStpi6i29aPCtt__£24.95 

T»mw ... £li.94 

Tasprinl... £11-95 

Tas-Di*V ... £1EJK 

Microde5t^... 

MkrisdeSign . £10.95 

Su|srMk:ll6]2e4#CT ..£59-95 

Ac^iancBdArtSliAlB...£19.95 

ArtS^tiilk):. £14.95 

MastercalclSg.. £27.95 


Maite^felll... 

. f?9.95 

Maney Manager (+PC#1. 

£?4J95 

MlnlOtiicell.. 

£15.95 

Maii-ll. 

... .£16.95 


CrjihCflur^tufllultar.....*.^.. .120.95 

Tvo FrigerE CiHwerMn__£20.95 

.£13-95 

BUDGET Cnt 


«£l.99BiKlgflL..£1.30 


AiS£2.99BiHlgBr.. 

f3 75 

ThEa^e-furppE-. 

.£2.75 

OhThe&eflch . 

..£2.75 

Chuckle Egg.-... 

. ..£2.75 

ChyckieEggM . 

......£2.?6 

9apBrbDM..__,. 

..£2.:?5 


Sarharian.......£2.75 


JUXE558RIES 


^hil*Mll+ . ...... 

.£46 96 

15'EliTkeHSfTKlni... 

..£109.95 

3.5'Dfila4u/l%]nid4fi. 

Mim 

.WKM(ji^4if]ft?rf3W ™'. 

.£3?.» 

.WSMotseiAdvArt . 

.£SSS6 

Star LOlO Incest. .. 


LC!aRihl3cn5£3.75 . 

.2£7.0Q 

Ibrnbu flpmbdx (6 RoctieJ ....... 

.£.31.B 

ILD£S&tPiir.lerP0fS. 

..„£ie95 

Cass Head Ah^snt Kit. 

.£750 

^l23Keyfe««lf5(rL6Kj.,. 

._„.£795 

464 Kevtnanr Ext Leads.. 

. ..£6.95 

Anrt^r.^ MP2 hicfdulaitqr.. 

....£2395 

^fTiEhad DCH OrivE. 

.,£159.95 

DMP2LeOPrfller-™.... 

- £169-95 

FDl 2fld EJinMB p?f ... 

_£99.95 

FDLC;^kir6l29.. 

-£7.95 

J'^CNsc Dr-NEClEBner.. 

_....i5.95 

AMS30LDi&cfl6s(„... 

.£12.95 

Disc 6fi^ 40-1- ... 

-...£9.96 

£mslr*l6]2Afl0M.. 

.._£I7.95 

4^4iWWHpmp*.. 

.. £44.95 

464^Ranipak+R0M . 

...£60^5 

RbtiflnfiMP2/2L™i&0.... 

-.£3.76 

2 For.f?.00.....3Fbftie.2i 

. 

.£7.50 

CuwrDHPZ/236ft... 

.£4.50 

mr^hrnipmH) _ 

.....£39.t6 

Arrvsaft/Mauell Discs.. 

.£2.66 

5 Far.£12.50 lOFflr. 


WcMsemat... 

....--£4.^6 

Ja]i^tHji.SplrtjDeT.. 

..,.,,.£7.95 

PTrrier table -.. 

.£10.96 

66475328 CssLwd... 

..-£150 

CsssEttf ftecurdEr.. 

. iie.9s 

OwscMeRKordertuas..™. 

..„£2|.95 


NEW GAMES ARE AVAILABLE ON DAY OF RELEASE: PLEASE PHONE FOR AVAILABlLrTY 
Pric«« include Post & Packing in UK, PloaM send Pieqves/PO's to: 

OJ. SOFTWARE, 

273 MOSSY LEA ROAD, WRfGHTINGTON, WIGAN, LANCS WN6 9RN 

MOST ORDERS ARE DESPATCHED BY RETURN 
(OUT OF STOCK ITEMS USUALLY WITHIN ONE WEEK) 

_ Write or phone (0257) 421915 far FREE LIST and LATEST RELEASES 

|E^ OVERSEAS ORDERS; SOFTWARE ITEMS COSTING OVER £10 EACH 

POST FREE, OTHERS ADD £100 EACH 
* SPECIAL OFFER ALL SOFTWARE ORDERS OVER £30 FREE CALCULATOR * 
Order by Access or Visa 24hrs Answerphone 


JACKSON COMPUTERS LIMITED 


JOIN OUR DISCOUNT CLUB! 

Life membership for ES.50 

Software/Hard ware Discounts of 5-20% off RRP. 

All AMSTRAD and other leading makes of software available. 
Complete computer system, printers, modems, cables. 

Amstrad CPC464 with colour monitor ....£237.50 

Amstrad CPC612B with co lour m on itor.. ,C3S9.90 

PC W8256/512.........£388-70/E5O4,85 

Amstrad PCW9512......£562.00 

Amstrad PC 1640 ECD........Ring for details 


PPC portable compilt^r* In Stock ond *l*0 PCZWH mnyo. Ring foT detairs. 

All prices include VAT. 

Also free Life Membership when you purchase any CPC orPCW AMSTRAD 
computer. Tel: Between 9am-5pm 01-6551610 


Send for full price list erict irrernbershipformio; 


26 Spring Lane, Woodsido, South Norwood 
Lortdon SE254SP 


FRITZ OBERMEIER 

ComputerietilTiiin Oslwestfalon 
wn Haupfbdiiiltof ■ Bufider Str, 20 * 4972 Idhne 1 
TeL0S732/3246-B1X05732«12« 

All mniiiiinthiiwj, sdB tcmpaiiies. wIiolBsdBn, el(, of rampulm, tofiviare end periphenah nird all 
imaginobh ord inelid (cmpiiting ncesgries who on Kflomly talHiBled to try and gEfrcnIott! tielwep 
iheir enier^se in 08 opd our Imdp Ikuh Ip Gennony wlrldi wot founded in 19Z1! Wd we dMlIeg wilii 
oil AMSTRAD coni|Hjlen, e^Kdolly ik (PC/PCW rongev dfuI looking br any iiwi ikt cotild k useM 
and proctiul ic oiinpiitiiig ik nntdiiiKi. Being (dmpuler wtioboler; ok irode shop-keeperf over 
here we ore - due to enportotion firm GB - free of VAT. We are Intemied In permanent ksiiies« 
unnedHn between our tamponiei. We would like to purdiose dl ilarii of the kinds dieody mentioitk 
nkvd Send its oH imilable infonaatioii on ik wndc range, novefltes in AMSTRAD - (ompoHng 
provide If! with ihe IntBst infonriarjoii os gtikkly O! possible tin mod or kn! 

Dor Fa* No. o«er kre is 0049 5732 1264?. We woidd like 10 tfinnk you in odranc and legrel ony 
inconitsnieflte ikf ntigln Dour. 

Pteoie contact: F. OBERMEIER COMPURNGITD 
B4iND£RSTRA5Sf 20 < D-4972 lOHNE-1 ■ W. OERIHANY 
lelephoiM: 0049 5732 3246 


MICROGENIC SYSTEMS 


NEW ADVANCED EPROM PROGRAMMER - £69.95 

* hj| vflur Own ppograFis ^BaEc/WachinEf “-ntn Eprem * E^ey ubp rrisnii driven wttwara t-^pnliEd di Earnm 

4 FitipfS wish ZIf scefal - i\j l»n[ hcft! * 27&4. 270&4.. 271ZH. Z7Ct3e 

* Aulorr^icEpfom- qlsrfc check onj vwh ^ PlJ^f4VWitd^05f^lT^ om oneEprw 

4 T^sb to Eprom to Eprom etc. 4 Nijidim^ 4Fid Ibh al^ittiRns 

ADVANCED EPROM EXPANSION BOARD £M,95 

* Holds a Eproms ^-7 or I&■ 15 

■k Disable switah with LEP lo aElow all norinal pFo^rams to te run without dk^oonnet¬ 
ting youF Eprom SKpansi-an board 

■k Soth bDBFdB feature veirtkcaS PC&'a fof easy access and use; wllh How-lhiough 
ConnSclor and htardware, reset buttons 

Eprom E raser........... £22. b0\ MVrth Timor £27 .M 

Blank Eprom s.-.....27C64 £5.95 eocFi; 27Cl 28 £5-96 each 

Special Eprom Labels.-..........£1 per 9heetoJ48 

Anti Efatic-Storage Boxes .... £2-^cach 

Postage and PacKmg - UK FREEh Europe £l, Overseas £2 
Cheques and Postal Orders to;- 


MICROGENIC SYSTEMS 

THE 0RAMPTON CENTRE, BRAMPTON ROAD, 
ROTH-UPON-DEARNE, S. YORKSHIRE SG3 G&B. Tel: [0703] B76743 
ALL MICRUKNIC FROQUCTS ARE OF THE HfGHEST QUALITV A^D ARE FULLY TESTED 


get lost in a ITEPNCE 

Confused by the CUBE? Sored by bar charts? MUGgod methodically? Finding 
you rself locked I n stra n go roD ms f or weeks on end? Za pped Out? A11 enated by 
your computer? Lost your sense of adventure? 

Do not dolay. Act immediaiety, remonstfance ts ifta only safuHon to your 
pfObfen},can YOU find the solution to... fiemon'$ TRANCE? 

Fit all the coded components to, and manipulate them about the spherical 
body to form set patterns. Sometimes you move the values, and sometimes 
the values move yoo-to distraetton, Constant on screen prompts, checks at 
various stages, s a ve/load- Find the hidden answer to levels 4 and 6, for your 
chance to win the PFIlZL 

THE PRIZE is proportional to oK TRANCEactions. 

In other words.., for every TRANCE PUZZLE sold the PRIZE fund INCREASES 
by £1 f Submit your answer on the enclosed enTRANCE form, DRAW to be 
held On September 15,1990 to find the winner, if it is not won, then every 
month foil owl nq until won. Watch the prise grow, GROW, GROW in ACU! 

664/G12Sonly. Send SAE, for screen dumps. Did you know that 
the ACU sales exceed*'*,***? Introductory price £14,95 inc P&P 
ex asprin. Cheques/POs to ‘‘TRANCE", Stonehaven, Nth, End, 
S. Kelsey, Lincoln LN7 6PG, AA, Tel; 06527-504. 


£ 52.00 

lS|M. RCMQIV 1H» 


Amstrad User February 1S30 
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■ USER CLUB ■ 

Upaystobelongf 



AMSTRAD MAGNUM LIGHT PHASER 

From Virgin Mastertfonic 



The latest add-on goodie 
from Amstradf the exciting Magnum 
light Phaser, gives a new dimension to 
games on your CPC. The life-like effect of the 
Magnum along with seven smash hit games spec¬ 
ially adapted for it will make you wonder how you 
played without one! 


Price £34.95. Order Code MAG PHASE, 


CD GAMES GALORE! 

Thirty games for your CPC on one compact disc. If you have a CO player and a CPC, 
then this games pack is a must! 

The lastest in data storage, you can access any of the 30 games in less than 20 
seconds. Included in the pack is a CD interface lead which connects to a standard 
earphone jack socket on any CD player. The games included on this super CD are 
BMX Simulator, Super Stunt Man, Ghost Hunters, Pro Skateboard, SAS Combat and 
many many more! 

RRP £19.95. ACU £17.95. MEMBERS £16.95. Order Code CDGAMEPK. 




MINI OFFICE II 


The cornbined word processor, database, spreadsheet, label 
printer, communications and graphics package. Ideal for the 
snn^all business user, or anyone wanting a wide range of 
applications. 


Each module is fully menu 
driven and easy to use and 
is an excellent starter pack 
for any new CPC user. 


Tape RR 
ACU £11 
MEMBERS 
Order Code Ml 


Disc RRP £13.95, 

ACU £15.45. 
MEMBERS £14,95. 
Order Code MINIOOOI. 


KEYWORD 

Keyword is a dynamic new 
wordfinder by Swift Soft¬ 
ware, perfect for home and 
business use. The program 
includes over 10,000 
synonyms and antonyms 
under nearly 1,000 head¬ 
ings. Featuring an Extra 
Rapid Word Search it can 
select over 70 words at one 
time. It is simple to operate 
and can also be used as a 
theasaurus, 

RRP £29.95. 

ACU £27.35. 

MEMBERS £26.35. 

Order Code 

KEYWOROOOOl 

(disc only). 
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RODOS ROM 


Put your CPC in control with the RODOS ROM, 
This interface and controller software wilt allow 
you to connect a multitude of disc drives to your 
CPC - 40 or 80 track, single or double sided, 
5.2Bin. or Sin, with a maximum of BOOK storage 
per disc. RODOS is controlled by a powerful DOS 
which includes a printer buffer, a silicon disc and 
a ROM manager with over 50 new bar com¬ 
mands. 

RRP £29.95. ACU £25.45, 

MEMBERS £21.69. Order Code: RODOS0002> 

MULTIFACE 2 

Tape-to-disc at the touch of a button. Ridiculous you 
may say, but rt works every time; Multiface can stop 
any program in its tracks and save the program from 
memory to either tape or disc. Multiface must be 
connected to your computer to allow reloading of a 
program saved, so your software wifi be safe from 
pirates! 

This product must not be used to copy, reproduce or infringe in 
any way any copyright material without deer pemntssion of the 
copyright owner. Direct Lines does not in any way condone or 
authorise the use of this product for the reproduction of copyright 
material - H: is illegal to do so. 

RRP £47.95. ACU £42.95. 

MEMBERS £40.75, Order Code MULTIFACE2. 

NIRVANA DISC MANAGER 

(see p22) 

The complete disc management system. Not only 
does it let you organise your data, with facilities 
to copy, rename and erase files, it can also save 
your life! Well, maybe not quite - but it will 
retrieve that vital file that has accidentally beer 
erased! 

Disc version £15,00. MEMBERS £14.00, 

Order Code NIRV001, 

ROM version £26.00, MEMBERS £24.00. 

Order Code NIRV0003. 


JOIN THE AMSTRAD USER CLUB 

the specialist support company for Amstr^d Computer 
Users. We ar^ the largest organisation of our kind with 
membership currently standing at 30^000 and open to 
anyone resident in the U.K. 

Enjoy the benefits" 

► on-lirte technical support 

24 hour sales line for discounted hardware and software 
^ priority subscription to the Official Amstrad Magazine 

► rnonthly news letter and price lists including the latest 
release 

special members only offers 

► all for only £27.95 inc VAT - what are you waiting for? 


SERGEANT AMSTRAD WANTS YOU 



Parade with pride this 
ACU T-shirt of your 
favourite Sergeant 
in full combat kit. 
Order now and be 
the first to enlist. 
Availsbie in regulation 
100% white cotton for only 
£7.99 or £7.49 to User Ciub 
members. 

Medium T-shirt Ml 
Large T-shirt Li 
K-Large T-shirt EXL1 


Priority Order Form 


Membership Number (where applicable).. 

Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss Initials,.Surname 

Company Name (where applicable).. 

Address ........ 


......Postcode.. 

Daytime phone number...... 

Computermodel number ....... 

Please send Cheque/Eurocheque/Postal Order made payable to: 
Amstrad User Club 

Access/Mastercard/E u roca rd/Barclaycard/Visa 

□□□□/QQQC/nQDIZl/CnnD Expiry Date:_ I _ 

Signature cf cardholder..... 

Code Description Qty Unit Cost Total 






Total 


Send to; Amstrad User Club, 

PO Box ID, PRE Com pi ex, Paliion Industrial Estate, 
Sunderland, $R4 6SN. 

Offer closes; 31st March 1990 

Prices includs VAT and delivery within the U.K: mainland. 
Overseas despatch on application. 

Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. A5 


© ORDER HOTLINE 091 510 8787 


(23 Line! 


24 Hour Orderifne 

Faxline 
091 510 0155 

EMAIL/Telecom Gold 
MAG 90320(72) 



- USER CLUB i- 

/t pays to belong! 


I 






















































ZEDASM ROM £19.95 

The profeseional Z80 Text Edltor/Aseembler and System 
monitor. Superfast Z80 assembler (200 lines second). 
Supports page switching on 612B machines, up to 80k of text 
source in memory at the same time, 

DEMON DEVELOPMENT CARTRIDGE £19.95 
The Ultimate machine code toot. Stop Any program Anytime 
by a press of a button, the memory remains intact and can be 
saved to Tape/Oisc, debugged, traced, moved, 
disassembled etc. 

EPROM PROGRAMMER KIT £27,50 

Transfer your favourite programs (Basic/M achine code) onto 
Eprom. Programs 2764/27129 12.5 or 21 volt Eproms. Powerful 
but easy to use software, Rom to Rom copy, Editing, 
Verification, Single or block programming. 

PCB DESIGNER CARTRIDGE £59,95 

Design double sided printed circuit boards quickly and easily. 
Output to standard printer 1:1 or 2:1 scale. Predefined OILS & 
IDC connectors. Auto Routing. Zoom Editing etc. Too many 
functions to list here. 

PASCAL COMPILER ROM £15 

Our pascal compiler is easy to use, suitable for the absolute 
beginner and produces stand alone Machine code. Does NOT 

require CPM. 

(Note cartridges have no through connector for 
464 with Disk Drive) 


JOHN MORRISON DEPT (ACU) 
4 REIN GARDENS, TINGLEY 
WEST YORKSHIRE. WF3 UR 
TELEPHOWE f[J533) ^37 507 
S A E for (urthpr (ofriniifUion 




ONLY POOLS AND HORSES 


FOOTBALL BOKFOftM £14.95 {+£2 for 3" disc) 

The ONLY pooSs program written by a GENUINE EXPERT who has been 
p rdfesai on ally em p I oy ed a s such by the laad i ng poo I s com pany. H e KNOWS 
how to help you win. 

THE PROGRANt HAS FORECAST ON AVERAGE 50% MORE DRAWS 
THAN WOULD8E EXPECTED BYRJRE CHANCE. 

FOOTBALL BOXFOFIM is not a gimmi-cky play thing but 3 serjcus statistical 
analysis of football form. Its sole objective is to improve the chances of 
winning on the pools or fixed odds and no other program comes near to 
tackling the problem so thoroughly. Homes, sways and draws are shown in 
order of merit and true odds given for every match. Merit tables show at a 
gfance the teams currently in form and those having a lean spell. Covers 
league and non-league clubs. 

"wan £930on first tvaeJt using fDOTBAlL ffOXfDevon. 

"^The program ts mcefy present&rf and sasHy used and updated... wiff 
undoudtabiyprove extremely usefulandprofftabIa"Q^'K Computer Club. 

POOLS PLAN NER £14.95 (+£? for 3" d i se} 

No matter how good your forecasting is it's asking an awful lot to find 3 
draws in a full perm and plan entries can be difficult to check, Pools plannar 
solves the problem by giving full details of 369 entries ranging from 9 to I 
73960 lines and covering from 12 to &B selections. Enter the amount you 
wish to etake and several examples are listed. No problem with checking... 
s i mply e nte r the results of you r selections and the best I i n es are g ive n a I most 
immediately. Based on Lit-Blocks they are easily entered on the coupon and 
all are accepted by the po-ols firms. 

eOXFGBM & HANDICAP WINNER £14.95 (+E2 for 3 disc) 

Two programs for the price Of one, Easy to use and they never go out of data. 
Ail you need is a faw minutes with a daily paper. BOXFORM weighs up a race 
by considering the many facets of form. Easily amended to suit the usar's 
ideas. HANDICAP WINNER shows the valua for money bets. Over 1000 
winners in 1969 handicaps at 23/1,25/1,IS/L 1S/1„. etc., etc. 

*7 received tbe tape fast ^nd already it fras paid for iUeif" A.G. 

Manchester. 


Aiy 2 of Hw Db«v#04.95«r till (Hh tl^for ^ ««in oHbw nu} 

i^CtilfufirlorwhH two or mora « onlovd. So good it's ftod Iv booiiul 


RACING TOOL KIT (£49.95 ta pe o r disc) 

A package of 7 programs for the racing enthusiast. BOXFORM and 
HANDICAP WINNER plus programs to produce ratings and time figures, 
update private handicaps or form your own, kaep records, work out almost 
any bet, etc. 

Why pay inflated prices? BOXoft CLEVER and get the BEST. 

A va i labie on ta pe o r d i sc fo r SPE CTRL) M, CM D C64/128^ 

AMS CPC's, BBC B.from: 



BOXOFT (ACU), 65 Allans Maadow 
Neston, South Wirral L64 9SQ 

Credit card holders may phone 051-336 2658 (24 hrt) 



EDUCATIONAL SOFTWAflE 
SPECIALISTS 

PRE SCHOOL - PRIMARY - JUNIOR 


Devised by experienced teachers 
Tested in Classroom and Home 
Parent/Teacher notes supplied with all sets 

WIDE CHOICE OF PROGRAMS FOR 
AMSTRAD 464.664,6128. PCW, PC 1512, ATARI ST 
SPECTRUM + 3 + 2 

CASSETTE £10.00. DISC £12.50 PER SET 

(each set has 5 or 6 pragramsj 
Please send SAE for lists, state model and child's age 

ARC {ACU2), 51 Coniston Crescent, Humberston 
South Humberside DN36 4BA. Tel. (0472) 812226 




arc 

EDUCATION 




STRATEGY SOFTWARE 

• Strategy .93 nies for the Amstrad CPC * 

OPEflATJON a ARttAROSSA - almulBdrOn of tx: tween: Gcrmnny and thfl Spvi#t Ur kin which Slsrtfldl on 

Jung 22, 1S41. The-fe ire Fdur diFfnrtivi armict? which ar* German, Rumanian. Finnlflh whiGfi Taor&aernfl (be 
Axifl and 4gD^ these are Ebg- Soviaftg. The OfStiwii ars one or rw* plaverO. Thert ore irvflr 130 units Involved 
y^icli mOGRSanitS. MiYSn n^illiofi Units era ix^rps, infaiHry, mortcM'isnd infarvlf^, arrnjCtJfad and 

each rated lor stuength. quaJity, sirppliBB, ikHfl. The iigme *TartE on wHk one in the a^^d 

csmUnues tKr-ough- four sMsnn?. gyminsr. autumin. Winter, epring. Afteravesv ihtre \t in ih phase a nd 

so^KpIvpIiasi:. AM^ffthi? i^sat DnaecrollmginflpwnpctiiiSiJy ATandooverfiHietastem Fromfr^mn Warsaw 
IQ Stalini^rad 3nd ’from Helai-nlCI ro Cucnaraat. The tarrein fealures rrvers. rrvgi^nitvins. mgrUiflE. tOWns Bfld 
major crMB. Thera ia also a saivegame optlpnand ^ detailed manual wttn tha game. 

CMINAE21fl0C-ihe game is 5 battle bafwaentthB Canhapmianated hyHennihal against tfie Hotnara. Tho- 
IialiIb toak plara in Southanv n^ly m Augu-sl 216BC. The Caflhaginians had ebout EZJdOQ mqsi whilg the 
Rpmanfi had about 60.COOvnefi on Ehe<irside. TheapEiDnsareanedriivn players wHti 50unii6 involved. Tha 
types ot UDds are light Intaniry, heavy inlantry, lighE cavijiry and hqaw clivsrry oaoh Feted ior atrengih, 
qualify, nvorare. ratigueand maves. Eachtum mprasents onie AH of this la aei onaecrollirv^ma^> which 

tt 25 X 27, the types nF tarrein ere rivgfSv mounfains. hlHsand lOwna. The elnf» or dhe game ia in deslr(>y the 
enamy. Therg is gafnaoFKlon end a-datailed manual withihegAme. 

TMIRHAJ-CCwTUCT - cDfiflki between Natp arid tbo w f^aot in E i^rope 

i&OCC£R6128-1ooEbaM stretagygemo manage-any teem ih ihtilour diylBlOFIS 

■iURSK THE CLASH OF ARMOUR-WW3- battle between the Gernnar end Soviet armies. 

SOFTWAFiE HIRE CLUB wo hir* gimes. Send iBFflfl SAE for detBi IB. 

Title (Jist Tape 

QPtRATlON BAPBARGSSA £6.00 £7 .CD 

CANftfAEZlBBt £600 £7jqO 

Tf;« FINAL CONFLICT £S.QD £7 jM rv?t ^liable lor 464 d-akdfive 

SOCCER 6126 For € 128 only C6.00 

KUfSSKiheclesh nFarnwur £6.00 £TOQ 

Sivta mBChIna tyipe. Add 6<]p eulside UK nr fi.SO qelsid^ Euf^pig ^r^pima. Chgquee oF P.1^,'6 payable Id 
STlftATtCy SOFTyV.ARE. Send to: Strategy Snltwera, ^AJbgrq Sinayi. M*hjrn. Co Durham 5*S7 7LJ. 


1st Choice. 

Amstrad User Club .. 

ARC Education.... 

Boxoft .... 

Brunning Software.... 

Com pti mart.... 

Connect Systems .... 

Datel Electronics...... 

Frit; Obermeler... 

Glenco...... 

Homebased Business. 

Jackson Computers.. 

John Morrison.. 

LCL..... 

Mastertronic... 

Microgenic Systems 

Microstyle.... 

MJC Supplies.. 

Ocean.... 

OJl Software.......... 

QUME... 

Romantic Robot.. 

RSD Connections.. 

SO Microsyste ms.............. 

SDC... 

Selec Software.. 

Smog Software... 

Strategy Software.. 

Swift Software.............. 

Tasman.......... 

Titus...... 

Trance.. 

Turbosoft... 

VSE....... 
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PC & CO MW 


r to do the job 
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successful 
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